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Heritage Audit      

Report Strabane 

 
 

L-w {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ DƭŜƴƳƻǊƴŀƴΣ {ƛƻƴ aƛƭƭǎ {ǘŀōƭŜǎΣ {ǘΦ ¢ŜǊŜǎŀΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ Patrick 

IŀǳƎƘŜȅΣ мфсоΣ CǊƛŜȊŜ ōȅ hƛǎƛƴ YŜƭƭȅΣ {ƛƻƴ aƛƭƭǎΣ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ōȅ aŀǊƛŀƴƴŜ hΩYŀƴŜ .ƻŀƭ 

 
Methodology 

 
The audit area of Strabane saw a relatively comprehensive methodology applied. Although 

desktop survey was a crucial and informative method of research, it was quickly identified that 

desktop survey in isolation would yield a limited perspective. The consultants combined 

field survey and site visits with desktop survey from the outset and this element of primary 

research began in December 2017 in anticipation of the project initiation (and before the 

start up meeting 11 January 2018) with site visits to Sion Mills, Glenmornan, Donemana, 

and Artigarvan. It was felt at this stage that site visits to the ward areas were the 

fundamental core of the project and the best indication of the current state of potential 

assets. It also gave the consultants first-hand information and knowledge of the areas so 

that observations and strategic recommendations could be asserted with increased 

authority in the final audit report. In February 2018 Strabane town, Ballymagorry, 

Leckpatrick, Cloughcor, Knockavoe, Hollyhill, Urney and Clady were visited. Further visits 

took place in March to Donemana and Artigarvan, focusing on Silverbrook Mills and the 

surrounding area and the utilisation of a nearby scutch mill as a working pottery studio. 

Many days were spent in the Strabane area fully experiencing the heritage walks and 

researching at first hand the richness of selected sites. 

 

Desktop survey and site visits were recorded by the consultants through taking an extensive 

range of photographs within the wards of audit areas. Over the period of 3 months a broad 

catalogue of photographs has been acquired which are an important primary resource in 

themselves. It was decided at the outset with NIEL and HED that the best way of recording 
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the heritage assets within the audit areas was through a range of predetermined wards for 

each area. Seven wards were selected for Strabane. The majority of research carried out   

centres on these wards. There is, however, some discussion, when appropriate of assets and 

heritage opportunities outside the selected ward areas. These asset examples are kept to a 

minimum and only cited when of importance to the audit areas or as examples of best 

practice that cannot be ignored. 

 
Another important element of the methodology was consultation. This aspect was initiated by 

NIEL through its online survey and it quickly became apparent that consultation with 

individuals in the audit area as well as with organisations would give an important added 

dimension to the final report. This consultation would also indicate a sense of opportunities 

and challenges on the ground locally from a variety of perspectives. Consultation and 

feedback proved fascinating with representatives from local history organisations such as 

Strabane History Society providing key insights and knowledge. Other organisations that gave 

feedback included Derry City and Strabane District Council, Alley Theatre and Arts Centre, 

Strabane Library, NI Courts Service (Strabane Courthouse), Sion Mills Buildings Preservation 

Trust and West Tyrone Historical Society, Dunamanagh and District Community Association, and 

Dennett Interchange. Where possible discussions took place with owners of listed properties to 

gauge the challenges and responsibilities they faced. Without this crucial feedback from 

organisations and individuals the audit reports would lose richness and grounded purpose. 

Strabane Overview 
 

Strabane has from its earliest times been a centre for communication. Its position at the 

meeting of the Mourne, the Finn, and the Foyle, has led to its role as a gateway to the 

region. In later years a ferry crossing point linked Tír Eoghain to Tír Chonaill. The strategic 

location and subsequent territorial disputes led the building of forts and settlements which 

were destroyed and rebuilt over the centuries. 

 
{ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦǊǳƛǘŦǳƭ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŎŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

railway. Situated in rich agricultural land, Strabane became an important market town. The 

introduction of linen manufacturing in the early 18th century led to a period of rapid growth. 

By 1777 it appears in ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ŀƴŘ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ άwƻŀŘǎ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘέ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛȊŜŀōƭŜ ǘƻǿƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 9ŀǊƭ ƻŦ 

Abercorn was responsible for much of the subsequent development throughout the century which 

ƭŜŘ ǘƻ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΩǎ ƭƛƴŜƴ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ becoming the third most important in all Ireland. 

 
AlistaiǊ wƻǿŀƴ ƛƴ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ άbƻǊǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ ¦ƭǎǘŜǊέ tŜƴƎǳƛƴ мфтфΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǇƛŘ 

development as follows; άLǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊƭǎ ƻŦ !ōŜǊŎƻǊƴΣ ǿƘƻ ƛƴ мтрр 

had the Lifford Bridge rebuilt by a Mr Ramsay, and who in the following year employed the 

local architect, Michael Priestley, to provide an extensive plan for new streets with 300 

houses. These improvements struck contemporaries as remarkable, but the scale of much of 

the development was modest. Though the main streets were built up, in the lanes the 

houses were to be only 12 ft. high, their sole pretension to architecture that they were 

slated rather than thatched. In 1766 Priestley was working for the Earl, rebuilding Strabane 

Town Hall - a building which gave a good deal of trouble and for which Sir William 
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Chambers provided a design for the steeple - and in 1802 Robert Woodgate was drawing up 

plans for a further extension, called the New Town, to be built round the basin where a 

new canal, four miles in length, connected Strabane to the navigable reaches of the Foyle. 

By 1824 its linen business ranked as the third most important in all Ireland, and in 1837 

Lewis records 836 houses. The town was then 'strikingly prepossessing' with 'thriving 

orchards attached to the houses, and in the immediate neighbourhood, producing apples, 

ǇŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜǊǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜϥΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ which continued throughout the nineteenth 

century did not prevent a fall in the population. Rowan ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΤ άΧŜƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

population from some 7,000 before the famine to about 4,000 in мууфΦέ Lƴ ǘƘŜ нлth Century 

with the establishment of the border in 1922 Strabane underwent a steady decline. 

 
For the purposes of this pilot audit seven wards in the Strabane area were chosen for 

investigation ς these were as follows ςStrabane West, Strabane North, Ballycolman, Artigarvan, 

Dunnamanagh, Sion Mills and Finn In some cases sites nearby, but alongside these wards 

were included. 

 

 
 

Strabane Wards chosen for audit  

 
{ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ Lƴ 

1979 wƻǿŀƴ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΤ ά!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ 

focus, ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘΣ ōȅ ƴŜǿ ǊƻŀŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƴ ŘƻǿƴΦέ όwƻǿŀƴΣ пфнύ wƻǿŀƴ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ 

elements of what ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ōǳǘ ƭŀƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΤ ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ all 

good things that could make Strabane architecturally worthwhile, but they are not the 

things that planners or the architects who work for modern commercial interests are 

inclined to respect. Most new buildings are bad, and the older ones are at the time of 

ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŎŀȅΦέ όwƻǿŀƴΣ пфрύ Iƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Convent of the Sisters of 

aŜǊŎȅ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΤ ά/ƻƴǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ aŜǊŎȅΣ aƻǳƴǘ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΦ A plain six-bay, 

two-storey block with an asymmetrical classical porch, enlarged to the N by a long block 

with a two-bay front which converts the plan to an L-shape. At the junction a thin Gothic 

tower with paired belfry windows and a parapet round a stumpy spire. The angle bartizans 

are just like those Robert Adam might have given to a stable block. These are probably the 
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additions made by William Hart in 1870. The chapel is later, a large four-bay hall with paired 

round-headed lancets with an earlier more elegant tower and broach-spire that look like John 

hΩbŜƛƭƭΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ building in the town of Strabane and one still very much at 

the heart of local collective memory. Remarkably, and most unfortunately the Convent and 

Chapel have since been demolished and replaced by a housing complex. The Our Lady of 

Mercy Secondary School for Girls was built 1956-62 further up the hill from the Convent. The 

tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ {ǊΦ aƻƴƛŎŀ hΩYŀƴŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ά!ǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ 

ǎǘŀƛǊŎŀǎŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ [ƛŀƳ aŎ/ƻǊƳƛŎƪΦέ Lǘ ǘƻƻ ƛǎ ƎƻƴŜΣ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘŜŘΦ 

 
We are in the unusual situation of having an historic asset which, in spite of its importance, 

is largely ignored. The stone bridge at Clady is considered one of the most important ten 

bridges in the province. In addition it is also the oldest of these ten bridges. Clady Bridge is 

an imǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ LǘǎΩ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ !Φ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ 

is virtually unexplored. 

 

¢ƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ΨIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ aŀǇ 

±ƛŜǿŜǊΩ {ǘŀǘŜǎΤ ά¢ƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎt edition of the OS Map of 1832-1833, 

ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴŜŘ ά/ƭŀŘȅ .ǊƛŘƎŜΦέ Lǘ ƛǎ ƻŦ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘŜŜƴǘƘ 

century, and possibly earlier. There appears to be some secondary evidence to support a 

seventeenth century date for the bridge: ά/ƭŀŘȅΥ ! IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ /ƭŀŘȅ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΣέ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ 

does not mention sources, but refers to a recently built bridge at the site crossed on 15 

April 1689 by the Duke of Berwick, illegitimate son of James II, with 300 men and 600 

horses, following a battle with the Ulster Protestant army, who had taken down an arch 

on the Co. Tyrone side to slow Berwick's progress. To cross, boards were placed over the 

ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜŘ ŀǊŎƘΣ άǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ōȅ YƛƴƎ WŀƳŜǎ LLΣέ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ ! ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ōǊƛŘƎŜ 

is mentioned on 15 April 1650 when Bishop Heber McMahon with the Catholic Army of 

the North crossed the River Finn at Cladyford, then the name of Clady, in pursuit of the 

tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŀǊƳȅ όά/ƭŀŘȅέύΦ 

 

[ŜǿƛǎΩǎ Topographical Dictionary of Ireland (1837) describes the village of forty-four houses, 

άƳƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƭŘΣέ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ǘǿƻ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŦŀƛǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǘǘƭŜΣ 

ǇƛƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜŜǇΦ ά[Ŝǿƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ-arched bridge and its historic associations 

with the wars of the seventeenth century and the fact that it was at one time a strong 

ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ Ǉƻǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ƻŦ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ {ƪŜŦŦƛƴƎǘƻƴέ όά/ƭŀŘȅέύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎǇŀƴ 

inconsistency may be attributed to [ŜǿƛǎΩǎ ƻƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦƭƻƻŘ ŀǊŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ 

settlement has early origins and makes reference to the riverside location in its name. In Irish, 

Clady (Claideach) has two place name meanings. The first, when used along the coast means a 

stony shore, however, when used inland, ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άƳǳŘŘȅ ōŀƴƪ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƭǳƎƎƛǎƘ 

ǊƛǾŜǊΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ meaning and the name predates 784 when 

according to the Annals of the Four Masters, it was the location of a battle between Kinel Owen 

όhΩbŜƛƭƭǎύ ŀƴŘ YƛƴŜƭ /ƻƴŀƭ όhΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭǎύΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ place became a river crossing and 

ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ /ƭŀŘȅŦƻǊŘ όά/ƭŀŘȅέύΦ aŎ/ǳǘŎƘŜƻƴ ƛƴ мфул ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ŀǎ άƻƴŜ ƻŦ 

the most remarkable in the Province with greatly exaggerated lateral recesses in the parapet 

walls continues downwards to form massive salient-angled cut-ǿŀǘŜǊǎέ 

(McCutcheon. Plate 12; 3).  

 

aŎ/ƭǳǊŜΣ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ мфуоΣ Ǌŀƴƪǎ ǘƘƛǎ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ŀǎ άƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǘŜƴ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ in the Province and 

its historic importance should be compared with the following bridges:- "(1) the Craigmore 
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Viaduct and (2) the Egyptian Arch near Bessbrook "(3) the Charlemont Bridge at Moy on the 

Backwater and (4) the Bann Bridge at Coleraine. "(5) the Glendun Viaduct near Cushendun and 

the Randalstown ±ƛŀŘǳŎǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ aŀƛƴŜΦ Ϧώ!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘϐ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘƛǾŜ ƭƛǎǘΧǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ 

the bridges against which Clady must be assessed. Clady is unique in that it pre-dates by several 

years (at ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛǘǎ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿƴύ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜΧ. Whereas 

Glendun was built in 1839 and Randalstown about 10 years later and in all essentials the 

bridge today is exactly as it ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ нрл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻέ όaŎ/ƭǳǊŜΣ ǇΦмύΦ IŀƳƳƻƴŘΣ 

writing in 1994, reiterates this appraisal, ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ άŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭy of the 18th century date 

όƛŦ ƴƻǘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊύέ όIŀƳƳƻƴŘύΦ ±ŜǊǘƛŎŀƭ ŎǊŀŎƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ reported in the projecting cutwaters in 

1983 (McClure, p.1). Renovation occurred in late 1983, which laid the concrete plinths of the 

piers and secured the bridge with tie rods (McCurdy, p.1). 

 

Within the past year the Strabane Academy, Derry Road, was demolished. The building 

functioned from 1894-1964 as a school. After that the building became an administrative 

ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǾŜƴǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦ Lƴ ά.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ tŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎŜƴǘέ Ǉǳōƭƛshed by 

Strabane History Society in нлмо ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƛƻǊŀǘŜ 

internally but the exterior fabric remains intact and every effort should be made to 

ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƻǊ ǘŜƴŀƴǘǎΦέ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǇǊƻtests from Strabane 

History Society the building is gone. 

 

It would seem that a building at risk in the Strabane context is an older building that 

becomes vacant or comes up for sale. In the majority of cases it is seen as an opportunity 

for demolition and development. The inherent worth of the building is ignored. Thankfully 

there are some notable exceptions to this bleak observation. The local authority has the 

opportunity to be proactive in its approach to the built environment and the heritage 

assets of the area. 

 

Heritage and Local Authority Policy 
 
¢ƘŜ 5ŜǊǊȅ /ƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ LƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ DǊƻǿǘƘ tƭŀƴ нлмт ς 2032 puts Heritage at 
the forefront of its Community Plan. In the introduction it states; έ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ 
built and natural heritage and sustainably enhancing our environment to develop a connected and 
ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ /ƛǘȅΣ ¢ƻǿƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎέ ǇΦ н 
 
¦ƴŘŜǊ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ т άaŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ IŀǇǇŜƴέ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎΣ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ϧ wŜǾƛŜǿΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ά9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǘŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5/{5/ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǊŜŀǎέ ƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜŘΦ Lƴ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ н ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀ /ƛǘȅ wŜƎƛƻƴέ ¢ƘŜ tƭŀƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ άŀƴŎƘƻǊǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9Ŏƻ-system of City-Regions. Heritage is identified as one of 
six of these anchors. Lƴ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ п άIŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎέ ¢ƘŜ tƭŀƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƪŜȅ 
action ςά²ƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǎ ŀ 
means of improving the health and wellbeing of our ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦέ tΦпу Lƴ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ п ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ ¢ƘŜ tƭŀƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƪŜȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ςάCƻǎǘŜǊ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΣ 
ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΦέ !ƴŘ 
ά5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜ ƛŎƻƴic shared space projects in Strabane/Lifford, Waterside and Top of the 
Iƛƭƭ ŀǊŜŀǎΦέ !Ǝŀƛƴ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
 
Lƴ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ т άaŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴέ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǊŜ ƪŜǇǘ 
informed and that inequalities are addressed. ά{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ DǊƻǿǘƘ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ς A strategic Growth 
Partnership (Community Planning Partnership) has been formed to provide overall governance and 
oversight of the Community Planning Process. This partnership will be facilitated by the Council. 



6 
 

The statutory partners named in the legislation will be joined by political representatives, Central 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƪŜȅ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΦέ tΦсн In Section 4 Outcomes 
and Actions: Economy, Tourism, Arts and Culture key actions include maximisation of heritage 
assets ς ά5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƻǳǊ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ς in particular managing the Walled City to 
realise its full potential to the standard of a world heritage site ς through capital investment, 
preservation and a maǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦέ tΦпн 
 
In this report one of our consultees expresses the opinion that Sion Mills merits the designation of 
a world heritage site because of its unique industrial heritage. The River Foyle is also identified in 
the key actions ς ά5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǘƘŜ 
wƛǾŜǊ CƻȅƭŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴΦέ tΦпн It is evident that the approach established in the Derry 
/ƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ LƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ DǊƻǿǘƘ tƭŀƴ нлмт ς 2032 favours growth in Heritage 
awareness and development. This inclusive approach to the concerns addressed in the Plan should 
help address the need to strengthen the heritage infrastructure in the Strabane area.  
 

Strabane Railway Station  
 
Despite the fact that Strabane was a centre of railway communication very little evidence now 
remains in the town. On the Railway Street Mr Pat Gillespie has incorporated a signal post and 
some station signs into a gable wall alongside his house. This is the only shadow of the railways 
past glory. 

 

 
{ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ {ƛƎƴŀƭ tƻǎǘΣ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴǎ ŀǘ tŀǘ DƛƭƭŜǎǇƛŜΩǎ IƻǳǎŜΣ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ   tƘƻǘƻ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

 

ά{ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ .ŜƭŦŀǎǘΣ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƛƴ мупр ŦǊƻƳ [ƻƴŘƻƴŘŜǊǊȅέ  ά{ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ ƘŀŘ 
the largest rail junction in Ireland during the first half of the twentieth century. Strabane catered for 
ŦƻǳǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΦέ ά¸ƻǳǊ tƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ aƛƴŜέ мс hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмп ǿǿǿΦ ../ΦŎƻΦǳƪ  
The extensive Asda supermarket and surrounding shopping complex now occupy the site of Strabane 
Station. In order to see traces of the extensive railway infrastructure we have to move some distance 
from the town itself.  
 
Important bridges once formed part of this network Mc Cutcheon states, άŀǘ [ƛŦŦƻǊŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
station itself lay inside Donegal, a remarkable metal bridge carried the railway across the broad rivers 
of the River Foyle, which here forms the boundary between Northern Ireland and the Republic of 
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Ireland. Built in 1907 for the Strabane and Letterkenny Railway Company by Courtney, Stephens and 
Bailey of Dublin it was a most impressive turreted trellis-work structure supported on four ashlar 
masonry piers set ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ōŀƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ Ƨǳǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ млл ȅŀǊŘǎέ The 
Industrial Archaeology of Northern Ireland p 185 
 
The bridge is long gone but some of the Lifford station buildings remain hidden away beside new 
Donegal County Council buildings. About one and a half miles outside Lifford a stone building and 
part of a platform form the remains of Ballindrait Halt , some yards further along is another derelict 
station dwelling and in Ballindrait itself a two story station dwelling. 
 
At Ballymagorry the small station building (listed) remains. It has suffered serious damage in recent 
storms. The station building is under the ownership and custodianship of Mrs Stevenson. The upkeep 
of the building is becoming a more onerous task in recent years. 
 

   
Ballymagorry Station and platform  View 1               ǇƘƻǘƻ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
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Ballymagorry Station and platform  View 2                            ǇƘƻǘƻ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
 
We have to go ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎΦ !ǘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 
house is in excellent condition.  

 

 
Station Masters House Victoria Bridge                tƘƻǘƻ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
 
¢ƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ four when Victoria Bridge station 
closed. A photograph shows the last train at the station. The station master is clearly shown 
overseeing the stopping of the last train and his daughter is just visible nearby him on the 
platform. 
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Last Train   Station Master, Mr Anderson, in middle of picture, on left. His daughter is seen behind 
parcels. tƘƻǘƻ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ aǊǎ Dƛƭƭƛŀƴ aŎaǳƭƭŜƴΣ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 
 
The metal Camus railway bridge crosses the river within sight of the station. The bridge is still in 
situ. 

 
Victoria Bridge Camus metal railway bridge       ǇƘƻǘƻ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
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Victoria Bridge Steam train crossing Camus metal bridge Photo courtesy Mrs McMullen 
 
About a hundred yards from the station masters house is Victoria Bridge Industrial Estate. These 
impressive brisk built buildings are the remains of the once extensive Nestle factory which was 
served by the railway station. In the same way the now gone Sion Mills station once served 
IŜǊŘƳŀƴΩǎ aƛƭƭǎΦ 

 

 
Victoria Bridge Industrial Estate (remains of ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ bŜǎǘƭŜ CŀŎǘƻǊȅύ   ǇƘƻǘƻ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
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Victoria Bridge Former Nestle Factory    Photo courtesy Mrs McMullen 
 
 
{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƭƛƴƎŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘŜƳƛǎŜΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
steam engines rested by the roadside at ǘƘŜ /ŀƳŜƭΩǎ IǳƳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛŦŦƻǊŘ wƻŀŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΦ 
McCutcheon explains the ultimate destination of these engines; ά¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ 
Railway Society was formed in 1970 and a decision was taken to initiate a project to re-establish a 
short section of the narrow gauge line from Victoria Road station, the Londonderry terminus of the 
former railway network operated by the County Donegal Railways Joint Committee, towards 
Prehen, and to bring together a museum collection in order to preserve for public exhibition the 
miscellaneous items of railway interest which still existed throughout the north west of Ireland. 
Abandoned locomotives, railcars, carriages and equipment located at Stranorlar, Strabane and 
letterkenny since the closure of the railway system at end of 1959 had previously attracted the 
interest of a number of interested parties but it was due directly to the efforts of the new Society 
that not only were these items saved from the scrapyard but that positive steps were taken to 
move them from ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ wƻŀŘΦέ The Industrial 
Archaeology of Northern Ireland p 362 
 

Gardens and Walks 
 
Although there are limited examples of Historic Gardens in the selected wards (Holyhill), (One of 
the most important Gardens, Baronscourt, lies outside the ward areas), some significant walks and 
amenities are freely available to the public. These are as follows: Strabane Canal Walk (which is 
referenced more fully elsewhere in this report). The Burn Walk is one of just three of The 
Woodland Trust's 'Woods on Your Doorstep' woodlands in Northern Ireland, created to 
commemorate the Millennium. This site is part of a wooded glen on the Cavanalee River above a 
housing estate near Strabane in County Tyrone. https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-
woods/wood/5125/the-burn-walk/ Ligfordrum Forest - Skinboy Wood, Koram Wood, Owenreagh 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/wood/5125/the-burn-walk/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/wood/5125/the-burn-walk/
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and Ligfordrum Forest are also listed on the Woodland Trust website although they are not their 
sites. They are administered by the Forest Service NI. 
 
Mills and Milling 
 
aƛƭƭǎ ŦƻǊƳ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ !ǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǎƛǘŜ 
ŀǘ IŜǊŘƳŀƴΩǎ aƛƭƭǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ Ƴƛƭƭǎ Řƻǘted throughout the area. These mills utilise water 
power. Colin Rynne lists one windmill in the area built at Croaghan Hill Lifford in 1877. 
άLƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ мтрл ς мфол !ƴ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅέ ǇΦ нр 
 
Water also provided one of the main methods of transport. When Springhill House, Moneymore, 
ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ŦƛǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мсллΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
slates for the roof came from the St.Johnston quarry, across the river Foyle from Strabane. They 
were transported by boat along the Foyle and down the River Bann to finally arrive at Springhill. In 
the wards selected for this survey, many of the water-powered mills are to be found in the hills 
around Artigarvan, Dunamanagh and Glenmornan. 
 
The restored complex at Silverbrook Mills, near Dunamanagh, is referenced in the asset survey. 
Nearby is another mill which has been utilised to house a different industry. The Mill Pottery was 
founded by Tom Agnew in 1976. This successful pottery business still continues to attract visitors 
from near and far. In a discussion at the Mill Pottery Tom explained the difficult in running the 
business during the winter months. Severe weather conditions make the hilly roads inaccessible 
and few visitors call in these months. The business is an important example of how part of the mill 
industrial heritage can be repurposed as a successful ceramic business and visitor attraction. 

 

  
 

Mill Pottery Dunamanagh, former scutch mill  ǇƘƻǘƻ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
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Interior of Mill Pottery, Dunamanagh        ǇƘƻǘƻ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
 

{ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΩǎ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ 

 

The Strabane area has a rich archaeological heritage. Much of this archaeological richness 

is situated in the hilly areas of Tyrone. There are reasons for the continued existence of 

these sites. ά¢ƘŜ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜǎǎ ƛƴ ¢ȅǊƻƴŜ όнл ς 30 per cent) than in some 

more intensively farmed areas in Northern Ireland such as south Antrim (50 per cent) or 

mid-Armagh (52 per cent). This has resulted in a good survival rate of prehistoric sites, 

particularly in upland, less improved areas. Factors governing this better survival of sites 

include less intensive farming, a dispersed and relatively low population and a genuine 

interest in antiquities among country people, complemented in the past by a strong sense 

ƻŦ ǎǳǇŜǊǎǘƛǘƛƻƴΦέ  ά¢ȅǊƻƴŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ 2000 p 3 

 

Claire Foley states that nearly 10 per cent of the total amount of megalithic sites in the 

island of Ireland. The local authority has an excellent website detailing many of the 

accessible archaeological sites in the Strabane area. A more extensive appraisal of selected 

archaeological sites in included in the heritage asset surveys. 

 
¢ƘŜ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ǊƛŎƘ ƛƴ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅΦ  Lƴ ƘŜǊ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ άtǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ¢ȅǊƻƴŜέΣ 
/ƭŀƛǊŜ CƻƭŜȅ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ά/ƻǳƴǘȅ ¢ȅǊƻƴŜ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
development of prehistoric society in Ireland. In spite of agricultural development over the past 
two centuries, particularly since the Second World War, this county still has many areas with 
excellent archaeological preservation. Piecing together the evidence, and recognising 
chronological and topographical connections between sites, provides an interesting challenge to 
archaeologists today in the research and management of the historic landscape and its individual 
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ǇŀǊǘǎΦέ ά¢ȅǊƻƴŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ нллл Ǉ м 
 
¢ƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ȅǊƻƴŜΩǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ōȅ CƻƭŜȅΣ 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǳǇǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ мΣрлл ƳŜƎŀƭŜǘƘƛŎ ǘƻƳōǎ ƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ȅǊƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴe hundred and thirty of 
them, 10 per cent of the total, and the four recognised tomb types, court tombs, portal tombs, 
ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻƳōǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŘƎŜ ǘƻƳōǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΦέ ά¢ȅǊƻƴŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ нллл Ǉ ф 
 
Many of the major sites, such as those in Glenelly, lie outside the ward areas chosen for this study. 
There is a concentration of monuments in the Plumbridge area.  There is an excellent website with 
visitor information for a selection of the main archaeological sites in the Strabane area. 
http://www.discovertyroneandsperrins.com/attractions/castles-ancient-monuments/ 
 
The Wedge tomb at Lough Ash is an example of the approach to presentation for the visitor of 
archaeological sites in the area. 

 
 
{ƛƎƴ ƻƴ ǊƻŀŘ ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ     tƘƻǘƻ aŀǊƛŀƴƴŜ hΩ YŀƴŜ .ƻŀƭ 

 

 
 
LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ {ƛƎƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ         tƘƻǘƻ aŀǊƛŀƴƴŜ hΩ YŀƴŜ .ƻŀƭ 

 

http://www.discovertyroneandsperrins.com/attractions/castles-ancient-monuments/
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/ƭƻǎŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƛƎƴ ŀǘ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ      tƘƻǘƻ aŀǊƛŀƴƴŜ hΩ YŀƴŜ Boal 
 
άYƴƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ h{ ƳŀǇǎ ŀǎ Dƛŀƴǘǎ DǊŀǾŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ǘƻƳō ŘŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ прлл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ Lǘ ƛǎ 
called a wedge tomb because it narrows in size from front to back and also decreases in height. 
There are twenty-two wedge tombs in Tyrone and over 500 in Ireland as a whole. This site is built 
on a terrace sloping down from the north with Lough Ash as a backdrop to the south. 
 
The entrance facing west has a double portal arrangement leading to the burial chamber. 
Originally the whole gallery would have been roofed with capstones, but only one now remains. It 
is enclosed by a wedge-ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ŎŀƛǊƴΦέ Extract from the information sign beside the wedge-tomb. 

 

The chosen wards for the Strabane area were as follows Strabane North, Strabane West, 

Ballycolman, Artigarvan, Finn, Sion Mills, Donemana.    It was felt time constraints 

precluded the covering of all wards in the Strabane area. The chosen wards include a spread 

ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Area Based Community Planning Groups (as included in the Strategic 

Growth Plan Derry and Strabane District 2017-2032 published November 2017) Sperrin, 

Derg and Strabane Town. Artigarvan and Dunamanagh are included in Sperrin. Finn and Sion 

Mills are in Derg. Strabane North, Strabane West and Ballycolman covers all of Strabane 

Town. 

 

The Strategic Growth Plan is an overarching approach to enabling involvement by local 

communities in determination of their future. In addition to the questionnaire feedbacks, 

interviews, individual and face to face discussions which they carried out, the consultants 

have taken cognisance of views expressed by the communities in the following local 

community plans ς the Sperrin, Derg and Strabane town.  

 
Categories for Heritage Asset Audit and Selected Assets 

 
The assets chosen for the Heritage Audit were selected for their potential to provide 

linkages with other local community groups and for linkages with groups in other areas such 

as Lisnaskea. We were also mindful of the potential for development of existing resources 

and creation of new approaches which build on these resources. The heritage trail concept has 

proved a successful strategy. We encouraged extending this approach and suggested 

discussion might take place on ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ŜΦƎΦ ά¢ƘŜ [ƛƴŜƴ ¢ǊŀƛƭέΦ !Ǝŀƛƴ ǿŜ 

identified the need for encouraging economic development based on heritage e.g. greater 

awareness of the excellence of Living Heritage in the Grosvenor Shirt Factory.  We were 

eager to find examples of best practice to encourage interaction between groups and 

individuals and the celebration of successes. We identified assets which underpinned the strong 
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heritage traditions in literature and publishing. We identified existing clusters of built heritage 

assets which would benefit trails and build on the literary and publishing traditions. 

 
The categories chosen for the Heritage Asset Audit and the assets chosen were as follows ς 

¶ Listed Buildings 

 Woodend Cottage 

 Christ Church, Bowling Green, Strabane 

 Church of the Immaculate Conception Strabane 

 Silverbrook House, Dunamanagh 

¶ Sites and Monuments 

 Urney Glebe 

Leckpatrick Graveyard 

Patrick Street Graveyard, Strabane (includes standing stone) 

Lough Ash Wedge Tomb 

¶ Industrial 

 Sion Mills Stables 

 tƻǊǘŜǊΩǎ aƛƭƭǎ όDǊƻǎǾŜƴƻǊ {ƘƛǊǘǎύ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ 

 Clady Bridge 

 Strabane Canal (scheduled zone) 

Silverbrook Mills Dunamanagh 

¶ Parks and Gardens 

Holly Hill ς only SMR garden in the wards listed (Strabane Canal and other green 
space walks in the locality identified)  

¶ Defence 

 Only two defence sites in the ward areas- 

 A nodal point at the top of Market Street, Strabane 

 A Ground controlled Interception/radar installation at Ballydonaghy 
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¶ Battle sites 

 Battle of the Three Fords 1689 ς Northern Crossing 

 Battle of Knockavoe 1522  

¶ Conservation Areas 

 Sion Mills  

Only one conservation area in chosen wards 

 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎ DǊŜŜƴ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΣ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RSA Heritage Index 2016 
Table Adapted from Material in RSA Heritage Index 
 

Category 
 

Derry City & Strabane  

  At Risk 
 

Grade A Listed Buildings 19 
 

 

Grade B+ Listed Buildings 51 
 

 

Grade B Listed Buildings 608 
 

30 

Scheduled Monuments 133 
 

 

Sites & Monuments 857 
 

 

Industrial Heritage 923 
 

 

Country/Forest Parks 3 
 

 

Historic Parks & Gardens 1,015 
 

 

Special Areas of 
Conservation 

1,329  

Blue Plaques 18 
 

 

Conservation Areas 5  
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Asset Assessment and Discussion 

 
Much of the discussion of the value and potential of the assets in the assessment lists is 

included in the asset assessment forms. In addition the desktop research and the on the 

spot in-depth investigation of the areas presented a range of further challenges and 

opportunities which are covered in the following discussion of Strabane built heritage. 

 

Asset name/number  Battle of the Three Fords ς Northern Crossing   
14/04/1689 
 Side A Hamilton Jacobite 
 Side B Lundy Williamite Victory Side A 

Heritage type Battle site 

Location C35960325 

Condition/ Sensitivity There are no visible remains of the battle. The 

site is near the mouth of Strabane Canal which 

has been restored and is under the management 

of City of Derry and Strabane District Council. 

Ownership Private ownership and Derry Strabane District 

Council 

Brief description The area where the crossing took place spreads 

along the banks of the Foyle near the Lower Locks of 

Strabane canal. Area of outstanding natural beauty. 

Context (Setting) Location forms part of an established walking trail 

which is much used by the local community the 

inclusion of the battle site information would 

extend the historical scope of the walking trail ς it 

would add the 1689 period to the Strabane 

/ŀƴŀƭΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ 

Site appraisal Inclusion of the battle site augments the educational 

and recreation value of the area 

 

 
       tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
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Benefits/potential 

Audience Local community, tourists, students. 

Partnerships Local authority, community groups, education. 

Learning Together with the rich natural resource surrounding 

the Strabane canal the incorporation of the battle 

site provides an extension of the learning resources 

available for schools and visitors. 

Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/volunteering 

As in Frankfurt City National Park, Germany, 

volunteers could be trained to provide guidance 

and interpretation. If further Interpretative 

facilities were provided the local community could 

work in conjunction with the local authority. The 

main thrust would be the industrial heritage of the 

Strabane Canal and the rich natural resource and 

habitat along the canal. 

 

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
 

Financial Implications ς potential income 

opportunities and investment requirements 

Partnership between local authority and a 

structured volunteer progamme would help 

reduce costs 

Viability/constraints Finances 
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tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

Comments This is an area of outstanding natural beauty. The 

local authority has gone a long way through 

the restoration of the Strabane Canal and 

providing access to the local community. 

Further enhancement could regenerate the area. 

General recommendation Consideration should be given to upkeep and 

maintenance this important heritage asset. 
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Asset name/number Battle of Knockavoe 

Heritage type Battle site 

Location Precise location of battle not currently known 
 
Although the Annals of the Four Masters 

describes the battle as a night time surprise 

attack, Jim Bradley maintains that the wide 

ranging battle continued at numerous locations 

throughout the following day. 

 
άaŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǇŜǊƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ 

were buried with Christian rites in mass graves 

on the hillside (now Church Street) below the 

friary. In the early years of the twentieth 

century, long ς buried remains were unearted 

during pipe laying operations in the Church 

{ǘǊŜŜǘκtŀǘǊƛŎƪ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŀǊŜŀΦέ ¢ƘŜ CŀƛǊ wƛǾŜǊ 

±ŀƭƭŜȅέ WƛƳ .ǊŀŘƭŜȅ Ŝǘ ŀƭ нллл ǇΦнл 

Ownership Private 

Brief description Prominent mountain above Strabane 

Context (Setting) Spectacular views from the rough stone road 

leading up the mountainside 

 

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
 

Site appraisal Site is accessible by hill walkers. Lower 

approaches reached by car. Parking available 

courtesy of a local farmer. 

Benefits/potential 
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Audience Visitors, tourists, local population. School groups 

and those interested in outdoor pursuits. 

Partnerships Celebration of this historic battle site lends itself 

to a wide range of links with other hill walking 

groups outside the Strabane area. 

Learning The site has potential for learning in local school 

ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŦƛƭƳǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άDŀƳŜ 

ƻŦ ¢ƘǊƻƴŜǎέ ŀ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘȅǇŜ ƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ 

doorstep is a direct opportunity to engage 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/volunteering 

Community and school groups could be involved 

in pageants such as the Maguire Pageant at 

Lisnaskea. Schools in Lisnaskea and Strabane 

could have joint projects to study and explore 

respective periods of interest. 

Financial Implications ς potential income 

opportunities and investment requirements 

Monies could be made available through festival 

programmes and from educational sources. 

Viability/constraints Accessibility is limited to the physically fit. The 

site can be viewed from the approach road. 

Comments The account of the Battle of Knockavoe is one of 

the fullest accounts of a battle between the 

hΩbŜƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴŀƭǎ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ 

Four Masters. NB See account of the Battle of 

Knockavoe from the Annals of the Four Masters 

quoted separately in appendix 

General recommendation Apart from the exercise and physical well-being 

involved in exploring the site the possibility of 

the imaginative learning potential of exploring 

the Knockavoe Battle are exciting. 

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
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Asset name/number Woodend Cottage 
42 Woodend Road Strabane Co Tyrone BT82 0BP 
HB10/11/004 

Heritage type House 

Location ά¢ƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŦŀŎŜǎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

the old road to Dunnamanagh and the new 

stretch of road from Strabane to Londonderry 

about two miles from Strabane. The roads are 

joined on the Strabane side by the short length of 

Spruce Road A winding drive descends into the 

property from the entrance on the old or upper 

ǊƻŀŘΦέ 

Protection status Listed B1 

Condition/ Sensitivity Well maintained, good condition. 

Ownership Private 

Brief description ά! ƴƻƴ-vernacular house with a formal plan. The 

house is one and a half storey with a roughcast 

and whitened finish and the roof is thatched 

between cement skews. Each gable rises to a 

chimneystack, that to the left (west) has one 

decorative pot and that to the right (east) has 

two similar pots. A further stack is set 

longitudinally above the dining room fireplace 

and has two pots. All pots have corbelled 

cappings and are fitted with spark arresters The 

entrance is recessed in a gabled projecting porch 

with natural slate roof and plain bargeboard. At 

each side of the porch there is a vertically sliding 

window with plain sashes. Beyond these on 

either side there are canted bays with vertically 

sliding windows plain sashed at the sides and with 

vertical division in the central light. The single 

openings have narrow sills and the bays have sills 

of traditional depths. All of the sashes have 

small stops. At the rear (south) a two-storey 

addition has a natural slate roof hipped where it 

joins the main building and with a rooflight set 

into the inner slope. The opposite gable on the 

south side is finished with a decorative 

bargeboard.έ 
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Context (Setting) Rural setting. Convenient to main roads. 

Site appraisal House is well maintained and is a unique example 

of its type in the Strabane area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ   9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

Benefits/potential 

Audience Tourists seeking accommodation. 

Partnerships There are many examples of successful thatch 

house restorations in the Upper Lough Erne wards. 

It might be possible for both communities to 

exchange experience. It would also be worthwhile 

to look at the conservation of thatched houses 

in Kilmore Quay, Wexford and Stig in Denmark. 

Learning Example of best practice of restoration and 

conservation of a unique thatched B1 Dwelling. 

Preserved thatch cottages of this type are rare 

in the Strabane area. This could be a catalyst 

for further such initiatives. 

Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/volunteering 

As an example of best practice in thatched 

house restoration and conservation the house 

provides a practical example to the local 

community of what is possible 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
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Financial Implications ς potential income 

opportunities and investment requirements 

On-going upkeep costs. Insurance. Marketing. 

Viability/constraints Changing patterns in tourism. 

Comments There has been an alarming decrease in the 

number of thatched cottages in the province. 

Radical measures are required to stop this decline 

or thatched cottages may soon only survive in Folk 

Villages and Museums. 

General recommendation Communities and individuals from other locations 

should be enabled to come together with 

people from the Strabane area to discuss viable 

ways of preserving this important part of our 

built heritage. 
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Asset name/number Sion Mills Stables 

Heritage type Industrial Heritage 

Location Sion Mills 

Protection status Listing Grade: B+ 

Condition/ Sensitivity Important high profile roadside building part 

of Sion Mills Conservation Area. Education 

Centre, Museum, and restaurant. 

Ownership  

Brief description 

 
 
Sion Mills Stables before restoration. Photo 
copyright © NIFHA 2012 

 
The involvement of Hearth with the local 

community Association has led to the restoration 

of the Stables. The Northern Ireland Federation 

of Housing Associations website 

http://www.nifha.org/members/hearth-

restores- historic-sion-stables/ features an article 

in which Jennie Donald, Deputy Chief Executive 

gives details of the successful outcome - 

άIŜŀǊǘƘ wŜǎǘƻǊŜǎ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ƛƻƴ {ǘŀōƭŜǎέ tǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 

on: 27 WǳƭȅΣ нлмрέ 

 
Sion Stables is a B+ listed building which had 

fallen into severe disrepair, leading to it being 

vested in 2008 by the Department of the 

Environment to ensure its survival. It was sold on 

to the building preservation trust Hearth  

http://www.nifha.org/members/hearth-restores-historic-sion-stables/
http://www.nifha.org/members/hearth-restores-historic-sion-stables/
http://www.nifha.org/members/hearth-restores-historic-sion-stables/
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 Revolving Fund, which set about raising funds for 

its restoration. Hearth formed a partnership 

with the Sion Mills Buildings Preservation 

Trust, and together they have developed Sion 

Stables as a museum, heritage education 

centre for local schools and community groups, 

craft shop and tearooms. With the distinctive 

belfry fully restored and its historic bells 

marking the time, the Sion Stables is becoming 

a centre for village life and the newest tourism 

destination in the North West. The development 

of a Heritage Trail App which takes visitors on 

an immersive tour through the village tells the 

history of Sion Mills during the last 170 years. 

Paul Mullan, Head of Heritage Lottery Fund NI 

ŀŘŘŜŘ ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ delighted to award over 

£900,000 to this amazing heritage project. Not 

only have the team saved another piece of our 

distinctive built heritage but they have created 

a new tourism hub which is bringing a wealth of 

economic and social benefits to the local area. 

The building was in such a terrible state and 

gave a negative impression of the area. Today, 

it has been utterly transformed and there is a 

great buzz and energy around the village. This is 

an excellent example to show what is possible 

when we find creative new uses for our 

heritage buildings. The education programmes 

and new App let people explore and learn all 

about the fascinating heritage of the Stables 

and Sion MillsΦέ 

 
Francis Hood, manager at the Stables, said 

ά¢ƻŘŀȅ ƳŀǊƪǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƛƭŜ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

development of Sion Stables and is a celebration 

of what can be achievedΧΦέ Karen Latimer, 

Chairman of Hearth Revolving Fund during the 

restoration, said she was delighted to see the 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǳǎŜΦ ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ƻǳǊ 

funders, notably the Heritage Lottery Fund, 

DARD Arc NW, the NI Environment Agency and 

Ulster Garden Villages, for the confidence they  
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 placed in us to restore this important 

building. We hope it will foster civic pride 

and encourage further restoration in this 

ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦέ Celia Ferguson of SMBPT said, 

ά{ƛƻƴ {ǘŀōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ its popularity is a testament 

to the added value of restoring an iconic 

listed building, well worth the years SMBPT 

fought for its restoration and hopefully an 

ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ ϭ bLCI! нлмнΣ !ƭƭ 

Rights reserved 

 
The restoration of the Mill complex itself is a 

mammoth undertaken. Over the years much 

work has gone in to sourcing funding, forming 

groupings and alliances. The outbreaks of a series 

of fires, and vandalism have caused further 

destruction to the Mill. A change in ownership 

has occurred. The Sion Mills Stables project acts 

as a beacon showing what can be achieved Sion 

Mills and Strabane can learn from this success. 

 

Context (Setting) Sion Mills is a Conservation area. It has one 

of the largest concentrations of listed 

buildings in the North West. With the decline 

of the linen industry in the twentieth 

ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ IŜǊŘƳŀƴΩǎ aƛƭƭǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŜƴǘ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ 

of retrenchment and eventual closure. Many 

of the larger houses which were associated 

with the Mill industry began to fall into 

disrepair at this time. 
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 άI.млκлтκллм GATE LODGE ZION HOUSE MELMOUNT 
ROAD SION MILLS CO.TYRONE 

 
Status: Currently at Risk 

Listing Grade: B+ 

Condition ς Very Poor 

5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ wƛǎƪΥ /ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭέ 

The last added detail shows the crucial 

importance of the Sion Mills Stables restoration ς 

άϝbh¢9Τ ¢I9 {¢!.[9{ !w9 bh² {!C9Φ ¢I9 D!¢9 

LODGE REMAINS AT RISK* Zion House may never 

have appeared before as a building at risk, 

although it is on the BARNI Register, but the 

gate lodge and stables did feature in Buildings at 

Risk, Vol. 1, pp. 109 and 110 respectively. Since 

that time, the half-timbered lodge has been 

restored, while the stables were to feature 

again as a building still at risk in Vol. 6. 

However, the picturesque and rambling stable 

block continues to deteriorate at an alarming 

rate. This has prompted the use of 

enforcement action by the DOE (NI) and the 

ŦƛǊǎǘ ΨwŜǇŀƛǊǎ bƻǘƛŎŜΩ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ on the owner in 

2003, which should eventually lead to 

compulsory acquisition. This represents a crucial 

turning point for the future of the 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦέ ϭ /Ǌƻǿƴ ŎƻǇȅǊƛƎƘǘ 

Site appraisal 

 
 
wŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ {ƛƻƴ {ǘŀōƭŜǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ aŀǊƛŀƴƴŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
Boal 
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Audience Local Community. Tourists, students, passing traffic. 

Partnerships Sion Stables has the potential to be a 

ƪŜȅ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ ά[ƛƴŜƴ ¢Ǌŀƛƭέ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

joins with Strabane, Dungannon, Lisburn 

and Belfast 

Learning Through sharing the experience of best practice 

in restoration, Sion Stables could establish a 

learning network which would benefit other 

community groups. 

Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/volunteering 

Sion Mills is an outstanding example of industrial 

Heritage. Regeneration of this unique industrial 

complex is important to the whole country. 

The emergence of this highly visible 

conservation/reconstruction success is vital to 

the confidence of the community. This success 

story is a testament to their resilience. 

Financial Implications ς potential income 

opportunities and investment requirements 

As with many of the range of important 

industrial buildings, the financial implications in 

restoration and commercially viable 

reutilisation are immense. 

Viability/constraints In the case of Sion Stables problems relating to 

the ownership of this building at risk were 

solved through a vesting order and subsequent 

involvement of Hearth. 

Comments Sion Mills Stables is an illustration of how a 

building in danger of disappearing can become a 

vital focus within a community and an 

indication of way forward. It shows how the 

local community can work together with 

appropriate bodies to preserve heritage and 

make heritage work. 

General recommendation Sion Mills Stables is an example of Best Practice In 

restoration of a building which was almost 

beyond rescue. It is also an example of 

involvement of the local community with 

support organisations and funding agencies to 

preserve an important building which is a 

cornerstone catalyst for local heritage. Due to 

the mammoth scale of the task of Sion Mills it 

is important that the local community views 

these success stories as the way forward. 
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Asset name/number Porters Mills (Grosvenor Shirts)  
 
Derry Road 
 
Strabane 

Heritage type Industrial Heritage 

Location Town Parks, Strabane 

Protection status  

Condition/ Sensitivity Conditions are as required for successful 

commercial manufacture for these high quality 

shirts.  

Ownership Private firm. Rented accommodation. 

Brief description Porters Factory on the Derry Road houses one of 

the few shirt factories left in the province. 

Grosvenor Shirts perpetuate the same level of 

skill and commitment to quality which once 

made Strabane the third most important shirt 

manufacturing centre in Ireland. The factory 

has been manufacturing shirts in tƻǊǘŜǊΩǎ 5ŜǊǊȅ 

Road premises from 1999. Their shirts are sold 

in their shop in Mayfair, London. They opened 

a new, luxurious flagship store on Jermyn 

Street in 2013. The quality in their shirts is 

recognised world- wide and in 2013 they were 

granted a Royal Warrant. Their website proudly 

ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΣ άŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŦƻǊ 

manufacturing since the муллΩǎέ 

Context (Setting) Grosvenor Shirts is situated in Porters Mills 
which has functioned as a shirt factory from 
{ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΩǎ heyday as the countries third most 
important centre of shirt manufacture. 

Site appraisal A mixed range of tenants at present occupy 

tƻǊǘŜǊΩǎ {ƘƛǊǘ CŀŎǘƻǊȅΦ tǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƴǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 

the overall owner of the building.  

 

Benefits/potential 

Audience Local community, schools and colleges. Visitors 

and special interest groups. 
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Partnerships Potential partnership with other communities on 

ǘƘŜ ά[ƛƴŜƴ ¢Ǌŀƛƭέ ŜΦƎΦ {ƛƻƴ aƛƭƭǎ {ǘŀōƭŜǎ όǎŜŜ 

below) Possibility of further extension of the 

ά[ƛƴŜƴ ¢Ǌŀƛƭέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƛƴŜƴ DǊŜŜƴΣ 5ǳƴƎŀƴƴƻƴΣ ǘƻ 

the Irish Linen Centre and Lisburn Museum, to the 

Linen Quarter, Belfast and to the heart of the 

linen industry in Flanders ς traditional partners of 

Strabane and Sion Mills. 

Learning At present the owners of Grosvenor Shirts have 

an arrangement with Colleges in Belfast to 

facilitate student group visits to view the 

manufacturing process. Increased access for 

visitors to the factory would allow the local 

community and other visitors to learn of the 

sophisticated skill levels still alive the heart of 

Strabane. 

Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/volunteering 

This living heritage provides an opportunity for 

the community to be justifiably proud of the 

rich skill and craftsmanship which exists in their 

midst. It is part of the on-going heritage which 

placed Strabane on the word stage in Shirt 

Manufacture. Sion Mills Stables is an example of 

best practice in restoration of a threatened 

protected structure. A museum based on linen 

manufacture is housed at Sion Mills Stables. If 

both facilities worked together as part of a 

ά[ƛƴŜƴ ¢Ǌŀƛƭέ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳƻǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ƛƻƴ 

aƛƭƭǎ {ǘŀōƭŜǎ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǘƻ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ tƻǊǘŜǊΩǎ 

aƛƭƭǎκDǊƻǎǾŜƴƻǊ {ƘƛǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ά[ƛƴŜƴ ŀǘ ²ƻǊƪέΦ 

Other partnerships could be explored as the 

concept grows. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
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Financial Implications ς potential income 

opportunities and investment requirements 

Considerable potential for this living heritage 

Viability/constraints The Porters Mills Complex has several tenants in 

addition to Grosvenor Shirts. The owners of 

the building would have to be fully involved in 

future developments. 

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

Comments ¢ƘŜ DǊƻǎǾŜƴƻǊ {ƘƛǊǘ CŀŎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΩǎ άIƛŘŘŜƴ 

WŜǿŜƭέΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ 

the reason that Strabane was regarded as such 

an important centre of excellence in linen and 

shirt manufacture. It is an example of living 

heritage. It could be possible to make the local 

community more aware of this core of 

excellence in their midst. 

 
It affirms the high levels of skill, craftsmanship 

and creativity which made Strabane world ς 

renowned. tƻǊǘŜǊΩǎ aƛƭƭ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΩǎ 

industrial heritage but in this case Grosvenor 

Shirts ensure ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΩǎ 

heritage is alive and thriving. 

General recommendation Further enhancement of the Factory Shop 

would provide both local people and visitors 

to the area the opportunity to buy products 

for sale at present in the West End of London 

in the heart of the high end fashion industry. 

 
Interpretative displays could provide visitors 

with a full understanding of the high quality 

of the shirt manufacturing process. 
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Asset name/number Christ Church (C of I) Bowling Green Strabane 

County Tyrone BT82 8BW, 

HB10/14/009 
Heritage type Listed building 

Location Bowling Green, Strabane 

Protection status B+(Church, gates, railings and walling) 

Condition/ Sensitivity Excellent 

Ownership Church of Ireland 

Brief description Early English Gothic Church. Architect Mr John 

Kennedy. Said to have been built on the site 

of one of the three castles around which 

Strabane developed. Church opened 1879. 

Context (Setting) Integral element of central square in the heart 

of Strabane town. (the Bowling Green) 
Site appraisal The Church, with its association with Cecil 

Frances Alexander, faces the birthplace of the 

ǿǊƛǘŜǊ .Ǌƛŀƴ hΩbƻƭŀƴΣ όCƭŀƴƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴύΦ aǊǎ 

Alexander and her brothers dedicated a stained 

glass window in the church to their parents, 

Major and Mrs Humphries, and the church 

was opened by her husband, then Bishop of 

Derry, William Alexander. To the side of the 

buildings is a line of listed buildings. Across 

from the back of the church is the historic 

Patrick Church Graveyard. 

Benefits/potential 

 

The church is at the heart of a 

heritage/conservation hub in the centre 

of a town which has lost so much of its 

built heritage. If this core square and its 

surrounding buildings are conserved it 

could provide a focus for heritage 

awareness in the town and elsewhere. 

Literary heritage trails. Church trails. 

Audience Church of Ireland congregation, local 

community, International scholars. 

Partnerships Links within North West, City of Derry, Donegal, 

overseas colleges and universities. 

Learning In addition to the above the involvement of 

local schools through studies of history, 

literature, drama and art could increase 

awareness of the richness of the heritage and 

tradition of their area. 
Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/volunteering 

Cross community involvement in the literary 
tradition and the built heritage in this core 
area could lead to regeneration and pride of 
place. 
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tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

Financial Implications ς potential income 

opportunities and investment requirements 

Potential for overseas investment.  

 
Viability/constraints Priorities in local authority and national 

funding. 
 

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

 

Comments Christ Church and surrounding buildings are 

within walking distance of many of the 

important buildings in the town, e.g. Church 

of ǘƘŜ LƳƳŀŎǳƭŀǘŜ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΣ DǊŀȅΩǎ tǊƛƴǘŜǊǎΣ 

Alley Arts Centre and library. 
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Asset name/number Sion Mills 

Heritage type Village 

Location  

Protection status Conservation area 

Designation date: 25 March 1977 

Condition/ Sensitivity Elements of the conservation area are under 

severe threat due to vandalism, fire damage, 

ownership issues and the funding requirements 

of such a large scale conservation project 
Ownership Mixed ownership. 

Brief description ά/ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΣ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ 

storey gothic cottages built to house the mill 

workers contribute greatly to the 

architectural and historical significance of the 

village. Their presence alongside that of the old 

flax spinning mill, founded in 1835, give a 

wonderful sense of the industrial heritage 

which once dominated the national 

landscape. The Mill is a large complex of 

buildings sited on the River Mourne, 

(architecturally the most important of which 

is the main 5-storey stone building with 

yellow brick extensions designed by William 

Lynn in 1853), with an impressive chimney 

and huge water-power system which, until 

after the First World War, produced the 

highest water horse power in the British Isles. 

Including the Mill complex as one, there are 

4м ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ {ƛƻƴ aƛƭƭǎΦέ 

Information from Tyrone and Sperrins 
Website Strabane Visitor Information Centre 

Context (Setting) Sion Mills Conservation Area is on the main 

tourist route to the North West. Apart from 

the obvious needs of the local community the 

Sion Mills area is of vital importance to 

visitors to the region. 

Site appraisal The current status of many of the most 

important buildings in the conservation area is 

critical. 
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tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ aŀǊƛŀƴƴŜ hΩYŀƴŜ .ƻŀƭ 
 

Benefits/potential 

Audience Local community, students, other local 

community groups. 
Partnerships Sion Stables is an example of successful 

partnership strategy. ς see under that asset 

entry 

Learning See Sion Stables entry 

Community impact (involving 
communities)/regeneration/volunteering 

See Sion Stables entry 

 

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ aŀǊƛŀƴƴŜ hΩYŀƴŜ .ƻŀƭ 
 

Financial Implications ς potential income 

opportunities and investment requirements 

Phased financial input required. A range of 

feasibility studies would be required to establish 
the best way forward. 

Viability/constraints Scale of overall project requirements. Vital that 

the problem is solved through a series of 

small scale success stories. 

General recommendation All possible support should be given to the 
conservation of this important Heritage asset. 
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Asset name/number Leckpatrick Graveyard 
 
SMR: - TYR002:018 

Heritage type ECCLESIASTICAL SITE 
 
Period: POST-MED; MED/L.MED 
Protection: 

Location Townland: LECKPATRICK 
 
Grid Reference: C3711002330 

Protection status  

Condition/ Sensitivity άLƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

of a rectangular church, 45ft x 20ft. These may 

be remains of the medieval parish church 

which was known as Maghernelec & 

Kylpatrick. It is not mentioned in pre-Norman 

written sources but the existence of an 

erenagh in the Middle Ages suggests a pre-

bƻǊƳŀƴ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

Ownership  

Brief description Details: CHURCH & GRAVEYARD: 

MAGHERYNELEC, KYLPATRICK 

Context (Setting) The graveyard is well kept, with 2 masonry 
vaults 

Site appraisal The site has many important features, some 
unique. 

Benefits/potential 

Audience Local community exercising through 

walking. People seeking genealogical 

information. Historians. Tourists, 

Partnerships Partnerships have led to the local 

authority working with other groups to 

install signage. 

Learning The Graveyard is part of a walking trail which 

involves other features such as the Strabane 

Canal. Information signs are in situ along the 

walking trail  

Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/volunteering 

The involvement of the walking trail allows 

out exercising to learn about their heritage 

in a relaxed way through becoming familiar 

with the information signs along the route. 
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  tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

  

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

Financial Implications ς potential income 

opportunities and investment requirements 

The site is an important attraction for visitors 

to the area 

Viability/constraints Upkeep of the cemetery. Upkeep of signage. 

 

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
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Comments Many of the features of the site were 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ../ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ά¸ƻǳǊ 

Place and aƛƴŜέ έ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ мс hŎǘƻōŜǊ 

2014 

 
William Roulston describes some of these: A 

skull and cross-bones, a bell (bells were rung at 

funerals) an open book (representing the Bible) 

crossed spades. These are assumed to 

represent the tools of the gravedigger. Here 

also can be found the only example in Ulster 

of a tree with a serpent wrapped around it. 

This ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ άŦŀƭƭ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

book of Genesis. IŜ ŀƭǎƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ άof 

all of the graveyards visited throughout this 

particular series, Leckpatrick has the oldest 

ŘŀǘŜŘ ƘŜŀŘǎǘƻƴŜΦ LǘΩǎ very probably the oldest 

in Ulster. On it is carved a coat of arms, a 

hand bearing a sword and a Celtic cross. The 

stone bears the ƛƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ά¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ 

ƻŦ WƻƘƴ aŀƎŜŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ мсмтέΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ 

1650s, one David Magee, presumed to be 

WƻƘƴΩǎ ǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ IƻƭȅƘƛƭƭ IƻǳǎŜΦ 

It was the Magees who sold it to the Sinclairs 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мсуоΦέ άIŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ 

about the Sinclair family connections in the 

graveyard. There is a square walled area with 

railings on top where the members of the 

Sinclair family are buried. Within this enclosed 

area there are some quite large and ornate 

memorials, some of which are actually set into 

the walls. The Rev. John Sinclair (who died in 

мтлнύ ƛǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƘŜǊŜΦέ Paul Moore speaks next 

to Joan Donnell and Johnny Dooher . 

 
Joan is involved in a local project installing 

signage and interpretive boards around the 

ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘΦ {ƘŜ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ 

important to inform people of the historic 

significance of what they can see here. She says 

that this graveyard is a place which, due to its 

ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ 
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notice. Her hope is that, by raising 

awareness, more people might stop and take 

a look into the graveyard and perhaps 

appreciate some of ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

found here. Joan herself has relatives buried 

here at Leckpatrick and makes the point that 

burials are still taking place here and many of 

the graves are still being visited. This is 

evidenced by recent flowers and wreaths 

that can be seen. Joan says that the graveyard 

is not just a historical monument but a part of 

the present day community too. 

 
Johnny Dooher talks about the Catholic burials 

that took place here up until the mid 1800s 

One example he quotes is that of Father Tom 

Christie, originally from Glenmornan. He was 

the Parish Priest here at Leckpatrick and he 

ŘƛŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ мунтΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ 

the 1840s the Catholic churches had made 

their own arrangements for burials and 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ 

at that time. 

 
LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ../ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ά¸ƻǳǊ tƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

aƛƴŜέ 

General recommendation More promotion should be given through radio 

and printed form. The information signs with 

their associated apps are an excellent method 

of giving the community heritage 

information. 
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Asset name/number Clady Bridge HB10/08/002 

Bridge Bridge, Industrial Archaeology 

Location Clady on border between Tyrone and Donegal 

Townland: Donneygowen 

IG Ref: H2925 9399 

Protection status A 

Condition/ Sensitivity 

 
 
 

 
 

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
 

Ownership Central Government 



43 
 

Brief description ά! ƴƛƴŜ-span road bridge, built c.1700, carrying 

Urney Road over the River Finn to County 

Donegal on an east/west axis, located to west 

of Clady village. Roughly coursed rubble 

abutments, spandrels and parapets; rubble 

coping to parapet (partially repaired with ashlar 

stonework). Nine almost round- voussoirs (two 

arches to west are flood arches); central arches 

have been repaired below carriageway; 

continuous structure projects forming large 

V- shaped rubble cutwaters to piers allowing 

for pedestrian refuges on carriageway. Arch 

soffits have been sprayed with cement 

render. The carriageway is approximately 5m 

ǿƛŘŜΦέ 

Context (Setting) The area of the Finn surrounding Clady Bridge 

has been subject to severe flooding on an 

annual basis. There has been similar flooding 

along the Finn river valley. It is important that 

the present bridge is preserved. Its character 

is unique and it has been described as one of 

the 10 most important bridges in the 

province. 

 

Site appraisal McCutcheon in 1980 describes the bridge as 

άƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ 

with greatly exaggerated lateral recesses in the 

parapet walls continues downwards to form 

massive salient-angled cut-ǿŀǘŜǊǎέ 

(McCutcheon. Plate 12; 3). McClure, writing 

ƛƴ мфуоΣ Ǌŀƴƪǎ ǘƘƛǎ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ŀǎ άƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ 

ten bridges in the Province and its historic 

importance should be compared with the 

following bridges:- "(1) the Craigmore Viaduct 

and (2) the Egyptian Arch near Bessbrook "(3) 

the Charlemont Bridge at Moy on the 

Backwater and (4) the Bann Bridge at Coleraine. 

"(5) the Glendun Viaduct near Cushendun and 

(6) the Randalstown Viaduct over the River 

Maine. "[Although] not an exhaustive 

ƭƛǎǘΧǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ /ƭŀŘȅ 

must be assessed. Clady is unique in that it pre- 
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dates by several years (at present its date of 

building is not known) all the bridges listed 

ŀōƻǾŜΧΦ 

Benefits/potential 

Audience Local community, general public. 

Partnerships Local communities. Wider communities 

interested in bridges, industrial archaeology 

Learning Study of bridges throughout the wider Strabane 

area and also in Fermanagh. As stated above, 

this one of the earliest and most important 

stone bridges in the province. As such it is 

key to an understanding to the history of 

stone bridge building. 

Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/volunteering 

Unique element of industrial archaeology. 

Important connection between two cross 

border rural communities. 

Financial Implications ς potential income 

opportunities and investment requirements 

Very little is made of the unique qualities of 

this bridge. It could be given much more 

prominence.  

Viability/constraints If links were made with the nearby Urney 

monastic remains, and the earlier sites and 

monuments, the bridge could be seen as part of 

an overall suite of attractions for the visitor. 

Comments The heritage importance of Clady bridge is 

undervalued. It is also part of the Battle 

sites category- The Battle of the three Fords 

1689, southern crossing. 

General recommendation There could be greater affirmation of the 

importance of this Historic Bridge. For 

centuries in Scotland bridges such as this 

have been promoted as tourist destinations 

in themselves. 
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Asset name/number SILVER BROOK HOUSE 
 
SMR Number TYR 006:048 

Heritage type 17th century House 

Location Parish: Donaghedy 
 
Townland: Tirkernaghan 

Protection status Scheduled 

Condition/ Sensitivity Substantial Remains (Vast majority definable) 
 
The house is used as a general store by the owners. It 

is surrounded by many large outbuildings which house 

the owners business. A new single story house has 

been built near to the C17TH House. The interior of 

the house has at least one lugged door in a large 

downstairs room 

 

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

 

Ownership Private 

Brief description ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /мтǘƘ ϧ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ 

1950s. It is at present 2 stories high, but was 

originally 3, according to the owner. The owner also 

recalled a cellar 
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 & 2 blocked-up openings in the NE gable. A fine 

projecting turret is supported on stone brackets at 

first floor level in the N corner. This had extended to 

the 3rd floor but was reduced in height with the main 

structure. The interior has been stripped out. The 

ground floor is divided into a large open space with a 

smaller room to NE & the upper floor is used as a hay 

ƭƻŦǘέ SMR record -While the upper story of the house 

has been removed the external walls have been 

rendered with lime plaster. 

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

 

Context (Setting) The house is situated on the brow of a hill 

overlooking a river valley. It can clearly be seen from 

Silverbrook Mills on the other side of the river. 

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

 

Site appraisal The C17TH House seems to be part of a larger complex 

of buildings in the valley. A humpbacked bridge, 

Silverbridge, crosses the nearby river and on the other 

side of the river are the range of restored mill 
buildings, complete with waterwheels. 
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Benefits/potential 

Audience The building would appeal to students of the 

Plantation period. 

Partnerships Silverbrook Mills, the humpbacked bridge and the 

C17TH house are all important heritage assets 

covering Plantation domestic and industrial sections. 

Learning The C17TH features of the house would provide a 

learning experience for students and visitors in 

general. 

Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/volunteering 

This is an important example of plantation 

architecture. Its existence is important to the 

history of the area. 

Financial Implications ς potential income 

opportunities and investment 

requirements 

These considerations would depend on the wishes of 

the owners. 

Viability/constraints Further development would depend on the wishes of 

the owners. 

 

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
 

Comments It is one of a very small number of surviving 

examples of domestic architecture from the 

plantation period. 

General recommendation This is an important example of plantation 

architecture. It is important that it should be 

conserved. 
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Asset name/number Silverbrook Mills 
90 Brook Road Donemanagh Strabane Co Tyrone BT82 

0RX 

HB10/09/027 

Heritage type Mill 
 
Industrial Archaeology 

Location Townland: Rousky 
 
C4475 0043 

Protection status B1 Extent of listing: Mill buildings 

Condition/ Sensitivity The buildings have been restored as part of an earlier 

community project. 

Ownership Public Body 

Brief description ά/ƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƻŦ Ƴƛƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ-storey corn 

mill, built c.1830 with one-and-a-half-storey flax mill 

built c.1850, located to the east side of Brook Road. 

Corn mill is L-shaped-on-plan with single-storey 

gabled extension to south, built c.1880, at a time of 

ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎέ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŜƴǘǊȅΦ 

Context (Setting) The Silverbrook Mills complex is situated in a beautiful 

valley with the humpbacked Silverbrook Bridge and 

C17TH Silverbrook House across the river. There are 

several mills nearby including a scutch mill which has 

housed Mill Pottery since 1976.  The Historic 

Buildings entry gives an impression of the richness of 

the site - άCƭŀȄ Ƴƛƭƭ ƛǎ ǊŜŎǘŀƴƎǳƭŀǊ-on-plan. Roofs are 

pitched natural slate with concrete ridge tiles over 

timber eaves. Walls are roughly coursed rubble with 

fieldstone quoins. Windows are square-headed 

timber-framed 4-pane casements supported by stone 

lintels. Corn mill to north-west has replacement 

concrete eaves. Principal elevation faces west, single- 

storey at left due to topography of site; at left, 

large camber-headed opening with brick voussoirs 

at first floor contains vertically-sheeted timber double 

doors; at centre, similar opening flanked at left by 

single window; at right, square-headed opening 

containing similar doors at first floor. North 

elevation is blank. 
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 East elevation contains, at left, single window at 

first floor; ground floor abutted by wall-mounted 

breast- shot cast-iron waterwheel with brick 

surround to shaft opening; at right, projecting wing 

is blank. South elevation is abutted at ground floor 

right by single- storey extension containing single 

window to south; there is an unusual carved stone 

human face to the top left of this elevation. The 

west elevation contains vertically-sheeted timber 

door and window; east elevation contains single 

window. Timber sluice way and tail race to east 

bounded by rubble retaining wall. Flax mill to north-

east Principal elevation faces south and consists of 

large square-headed opening in rebated surround 

with red brick quoins containing vertically-sheeted 

timber double sliding doors supported on timber 

rail to head; abutted at right by wall-mounted cast-

iron waterwheel; pair of fixed metal rooflights to 

roofslope. West gable contains round-arched-headed 

window opening with red brick surround. North 

elevation is blank. East gable is blank. Detached one-

and-a-half-storey saw mill directly to south of flax 

mill waterwheel; roof is corrugated asbestos 

sheeting; principal elevation is lime- rendered; 

exposed rubble elsewhere. Window and door 

openings to east and west elevations contain 

vertically-sheeted timber doors. Mill abutted at 

north- east by pitched corrugated metal open shed. 

Detached single-storey former dwelling to north at 

centre of complex. Roof is pitched natural slate 

with lime-rendered chimneys to north end; walls are 

lime- washed rubble over painted plinth; windows 

are square-headed 2/4 sliding sashes with painted 

stone sills. Principal elevation faces west and 

contains two windows and vertically-sheeted 

timber half-door. North gable is blank. East 

elevation contains two windows. South gable 

contains window at ground floor and attic. 

Detached one-and-a-half-storey outbuilding to 

south; detailed as mill buildings; vertically-sheeted 

timber entrance door to north; west gable contains 

single window to attic; three fixed metal rooflights 
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to north and south roofslopes. Set within private 

grounds; bounded to north by mill race; bounded 

from road at west and carpark at south by recent 

rubble walling surmounted by timber fencing; 

access through pair of diagonally-sheeted gates 

supported by circular rubble piers. Further one-and-

a- half-storey building to south of carpark is largely 

overgrown; whitened rubble walling can be seen. 

Roof Natural slate Walling Roughly coursed rubble 

Windows Timber framed 4-pane casements 

Rainwater goods Cast-iron half-round gutters and 

round ŘƻǿƴǇƛǇŜǎέ 

 

Site appraisal Although the site has been inactive for some time 

it retains many of the characteristics which make it 

an important part of the local industrial heritage. 

  

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
 

Benefits/potential 

Audience Local people, schools, visitors 

Partnerships Siverbrook Mills could combine with other nearby 

sites to provide visitors a comprehensive experience 

of local heritage. 

Learning The Mills Complex provide visitors and students with 

the opportunity to experience this important part 

of the areas industrial archaeology. 
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Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/volunteering 

ά5ƻƴŜƳŀƴŀ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ [ǘŘ 

carried out a project to restore the Mills as a 

tourist venue, with tea rooms and a gift shop. The 

project was funded by the International Fund for 

Ireland, the N.I. Tourist Board, Strabane District 

Partnership and Strabane District Council. During 

the project, the water wheels were re-built and 

machinery re-instated to accurately depict the 

ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎέ 

 

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
 

 

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
 

Financial Implications ς potential income 

opportunities and investment 

requirements 

The mill complex has been developed as a visitor 

attraction but was not self-sustainable and had to 

close. 

Viability/constraints The fact that the project has failed once would 

make it difficult to resurrect the venture as a 

commercially viable tourist facility. 
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Comments ά! ǎƛǘŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмн ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

facility has since proved unsustainable, and is now 

closed to the public; there is evidence of some 

deterioration to lime wash etc. The buildings remain 

in their original setting, with head race to the north. 

The restoration was accurate; there is little modern 

influence visible other than some 21st Century fencing 

and a gravelled ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀΦέ ς Historic Buildings 

entry. It would be a major loss if the complex were to 

deteriorate beyond repair. 

General recommendation Silverbrook Mills is an important, accurately 

restored, mill complex. In spite of the failure of the 

project a reappraisal of possible partnerships with 

other local attractions might be worthwhile. 
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Asset name/number Patrick Street Graveyard Strabane 

Heritage type Graveyard, Stone Age remains, site of early 

Christian church 

Location Corner of Patrick Street and Church Street 

Protection status  

Condition/ Sensitivity Many of the graves are overgrown. The 

graveyard is maintained by the local authority 

and the key is kept at the Tourist 

information office, Alley Theatre. 

Ownership Local authority 

Brief description Right in the very heart of the graveyard is a 

mysterious prehistoric standing stone believed 

to date back as far as 2500 BC. Little is 

known of its exact purpose ς it may have 

served to mark a burial site or simply to 

indicate a route way or boundary.  

Jim Bradley stated that this was later the 

ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǎƛǘŜ άŀƴŘ 

the nucleus of the early settlement that 

ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άCŀƛǊ 

wƛǾŜǊ ±ŀƭƭŜȅέ 

Context (Setting) The graveyard is located in the centre of 

Strabane, near the Bowling Green. 

Site appraisal ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘΩǎ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎ 

Green, with its concentration of protected 

buildings, makes the graveyard an important 

part of this heritage cluster. 

Benefits/potential 

Audience Local community, schools, visitosr 

Partnerships Local Authority and local history groups. 

Learning As the graveyard spans many centuries and 

stories it provides an accessible narrative for 

{ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ 

Community impact (involving 
communities)/regeneration/volunteering 

Development of visitor trails. Guided walks in 
summer months  
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tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
 

 

 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
 

Financial Implications ς potential income 

opportunities and investment requirements 

The proximity of the Bowling Green and its 

cluster of listed buildings make  Patrick 

Street graveyard an important part of this 

heritage nucleus. 

Viability/constraints The secluded nature of the graveyard lends 

itself to walking tours at appointed 

times. Guided tours could take place at 

appointed times, under the control of the 

local tourist office. 

  
 

 

 

tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
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Comments There are Stone Age, Early Christian, and C17TH 
ōǳǊƛŀƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜ ƻŦ άIŀƭŦ-Hung Mc 

bŀǳƎƘǘƻƴέ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜŘ ƛƴ [ƛŦŦƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ 

his killing of Mary Ann Knox of Prehen at 

Cloughcor in 1761. There was a Church of 

Ireland Church within the walls of the 

graveyard for many ȅŜŀǊǎΦ WŀƳŜǎ ммΩǎ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ 

used it as a hospital in 1689. 

General recommendation Promotion of the graveyard should continue 

through the signage, apps and walking tours. 
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Asset name/number Urney Glebe 
 
SMR: - TYR009:004 

Heritage type ECCLESIASTICAL SITE 

Location Townland: URNEY GLEBE 

Protection status Scheduled zone 

Condition/ Sensitivity Some remains (Some definable 

features)General Periods: 

Ownership  

Brief description MONASTERY, CHURCH, GRAVEYARD & CROSS- CARVED 

STONE: ERNAIDE, ERNAIDHE or IRNAIDE 

Specific Type Specific Period 

Monastery E.CHRIST. 

Cross-carved Stone E.CHRIST. 

Graveyard POST-MED Church

 POST-MED 

Church MED/L.MED 

Graveyard MED/L.MED 

Context (Setting) The monastery site is between the main Clady ς 

Strabane road. Urney Park, built 1800-1819, 

(listed B1), is on the other side of the road 

Site appraisal This monastery site combines a range of 

buildings and artefacts of various periods.  

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǇǊŜ-Norman church site is 

occupied by the ruins of a post medieval church 

& graveyard. The graveyard is rectangular, 90m 

NE-SW x 65m NW-SE & encloses a rounded 

knoll. The ruins of the church lie at the NW 

end of the S half. They consist of a simple 

rectangular nave aligned NE/SW with evidence 

for a bell tower at the SW end. There are no 

visible remains of the earlier foundation 

which appears in several places in the Annals 

of Ulster. There is a cross-carved slab at the E 

end ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ 
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tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
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Benefits/potential 

Audience Local community, students, visitors. 

Partnerships This site could form part of an ecclesiastical 

tour of monasteries and churches in the area. 

Learning Further investigation of the site might 

yield useful information. 

Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/volunteering 

Visitor potential in combination with 

other heritage sites nearby. 

Financial Implications ς potential income 

opportunities and investment requirements 

See above 

Viability/constraints The adjoining churchyard burial site is still 

in use. 

Comments The proximity of Urney glebe to Christ Church, 

Bell Road, Urney and to Clady Bridge and 

the three battlesites at that crossing would 

make an interesting cluster of visitor 

attractions. 

General recommendation The promotion of the heritage sites mentioned 

above should be undertaken to fully realise the 

tourist potential of the locality. 
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Asset name/number Holy Hill, (also known as Holyhill and Holly Hill 

House), Strabane, Northern Ireland 

 
Address: Strabane, County Tyrone, BT82 0AJ 

HB10/11/001 L 

Heritage type Gardens 
 
Walled gardens 

Location Hollyhill 

Protection status B1 
 
Extent of Listing: 

Walls, glass houses and potting shed 

Condition/ Sensitivity Well maintained 
 
Private not open to the public 

 
Form of site: demesne 

Purpose of site: Ornamental 

Context or principal building: house 

Site first created: After 1667 

Main period of development: Late 17th century 

Survival: Extant 

© Copyright Parks and Gardens Data Services 

Ltd. 2017. 
Ownership Private 

 

 
 
Iƻƭȅ Iƛƭƭ ǇƘƻǘƻ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

Brief description άIƻƭȅ Iƛƭƭ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŜƳŜǎƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ 

the late-17th century, with mature trees 

including much laurel. There is a maintained 

ornamental garden with herbaceous borders, 

lawns and shrubs, and a water garden from 

ǘƘŜ мфтлέ  

© Copyright Parks and Gardens Data Services Ltd. 
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2017. 

Context (Setting) Part of a cluster of historic buildings 

and gardens 

 

 
Iƻƭȅ Iƛƭƭ tƘƻǘƻ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

Site appraisal The Gardens are one of the few listed gardens 

in the area and the only garden within the 

wards chosen for this audit. 

 
A walled garden dating from c.1840 situated to 

the south of Holy Hill House (HB10/11/001A), a 

country house with demesne situated north- 

east of Strabane town. The garden consists of 
a rectangular enclosure approximately 9-10 ft 
high, constructed of rubble stone set in lime 
mortar. North and west walls are lined with 
red brick. There are a number of later 
structures abutting the inner face of the walls, 
as follows: Vine House Single-storey lean-to 
glazed timber vine house to north, rectangular 
in plan, with red-brick plinth wall having glazed 
timber frame over a continuous concrete sill. 
Access is at east via a half-glazed timber door. 
Corrugated tin boiler house connected to vine 
house on north side of wall. Sunken glass house 
Single-storey glass house, rectangular in plan, 
aligned roughly north-south. Red brick 
foundation and plinth walls support glazed 
roof with cast-iron frame and painted angled 
ridge tiles; eaves are timber. Access at north 
end via a timber door; top panel glazed (four 
panes), lower panel timber sheeted. Corrugated 
metal potting shed Single storey corrugated 
metal, rectangular in plan, aligned north-south 
and located on western outside face of walled 
garden. Lean-to with painted timber single 
glazed casement windows. No access to 
interior. Setting The walled garden is set 
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within the demesne of Holy Hill House 
(HB10/11/001A-L). Walling: Rubble stone and 
red-brick Glass houses: Red brick/timber/cast 
metal/glass Potting shed: Corrugated metal 

 
Information Historic buildings database 

  

   Iƻƭȅ Iƛƭƭ IƻǳǎŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ  

Benefits/potential 

Audience Scholars of built heritage and historic gardens 

Partnerships  

Learning Historical Information 
 
The walled garden appears on the second 

edition map of 1856. The vine house is the 

only internal structure shown at this date, 

and the sunken glass house does not appear 

until the third edition map, making it a mid 

twentieth-century addition. The Holy Hill 

estate is likely to have been cultivated and 

improved and the house enlarged in the 1730s 

and 1760s, by John Sinclair, owner from 1718 

until 1770. During the ownership (1770-1804) 

of his son, George, who had been apprenticed 

as a linen merchant, the estate was cultivated 

and a mill was likely established after 1779. 

Under the ownership of his nephew James, 

J.P., from 1804-1865, the estate was greatly 

cultivated and many estate buildings were 

erected, including the walled garden. While 

WŀƳŜǎΩ ǎƻƴ ²illiam, a former High Sheriff in 

Co. Donegal in 1854 who became Deputy 

Lieutenant of Tyrone in 1876, also probably 

improved the estate until his death in 1896, 
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it is highly likely that subsequent owners did 

not embark on any new projects. 

The walled garden would appear to date 

from the latter part of the ownership of 

James (J.P.) Sinclair, who made many 

improvements and was described in the OS 

aŜƳƻƛǊǎ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ άΧǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

proprietor [in the parish of Leckpatrick] and 

Ƙƛǎ άǎƪƛƭƭ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴt of agriculture 

[which] enabled him to suggest the most 

effectual means of improvement, whilst his 

liberality induced him to supply in a great 

measure the means. 

 
Information Historic buildings database 

Community impact (involving 
communities)/regeneration/volunteering 

 

Financial Implications ς potential income 
opportunities and investment requirements 

Upkeep by owner. Site private 

Viability/constraints See above 

Comments The gardens at Hollyhill are part of a complex 
of listed Historic buildings. The house dates 
from C17TH. The house was spared from 
destruction by the Jacobite forces on direct 
intervention by King James 11. 

General recommendation The House and Gardens at Hollyhill form one 
of the most important collections of heritage 
sites in the area. 
The gardens are open from time to time at the 
discretion of the owner. At other times they 
are private 
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Asset name/number SMR Number TYR 006:024 
[ƻǳƎŀǎƘ ²ŜŘƎŜ ¢ƻƳōΥ DƛŀƴǘΩǎ DǊŀǾŜ 
 

Heritage type Wedge Tomb NEO/B.A. 
Townland: Loughash 
General Type: Megalithic Tomb 
Condition: Some remains (Some definable 
features) 
Prehistoric 
 

Location Loughash 
Parish: Donaghedy 
Barony: Strabane Lower 
Council: Derry City and Strabane 
C4834000860 
 

Protection status Scheduled 
 

Condition/ Sensitivity Very good example of a wedge tomb. Has been 
excavated in archaeological digs and finds fully 
recorded.  
 

Ownership Privately owned farmland. Scheduled 
Monument 
 

Brief description `On a hilltop sloping down to S. The tomb is 
enclosed by a wedge-shaped cairn. The 
entrance, which faces W, has a split-portal 
arrangement & there is an antechamber. The 
overall length of the cairn is 10m, 4m wide at 
back & 7.5m wide at front. The gallery & 
antechamber are 6.5m long x 1.7m wide. 
Excavation of the site uncovered several 
artefacts in the gallery. Towards the front was 
the broken mould of a palstave & at the back, 
part of a bronze blade. Sherds from 4 Beakers, 
5 other pots were found with flint flakes. There 
was some charcoal & cremated bone, 
representing perhaps 3 individuals, the main 
burial being in a pit towards the back of the 
gallery. NISMR details 
 

Context (Setting) Site on hill side. Site accessible through field 
gate. 
 

Site appraisal Well sign posted from main road and from side 
road. Can be seen clearly by looking at sign 
post and up towards monument. 
 

Benefits/potential 
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Partnerships Part on a network of archaeological sites. Well 
described and illustrated on Council website. 
 

Learning  Sites are well explained by explanatory signs 
beside the monuments. 

Community impact (involving 
communities)/regeneration/volunteering 

These archaeological trails provide attraction 
for visitors and for the local community. 
  

Financial Implications ς potential income 
opportunities and investment 
requirements 

Monument in privately owned field. As stated 
above they are a vital part of the areas visitor 
attractions. 
 

Viability/constraints On-going maintenance of signage. 
 

  

 
 Loughash Wedge Tomb Photo Marianne 
hΩYŀƴŜ .ƻŀƭ 

 Archaeological site situated in beautiful 
landscape with other important sites nearby. 

General recommendation The archaeological sites should continue to be 
promoted by the excellent council website. 
Printed touring maps showing specific 
attractions e.g.an archaeological trail would be 
a useful aid for visitors.  
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Asset name/number Church Of The Immaculate Conception (RC) 
Barrack Street Strabane County Tyrone BT82 
8HD 
HB10/14/008 

Heritage type Church 
Date of Construction: 1880 ς 1899 

Location Townland:  
Town Parks of Strabane 
OS Map No:  
72/8 NE 
 
IG Ref:  
H3485 9755 

Protection status Extent of listing: Church, piers, gates, railings 
and walling  
Current Grade: B+ 
Criteria for Listing 
Architectural Interest  
A. Style B. Proportion C. Ornamentation D. 
Plan Form E. Spatial Organisation F. 
Structural System I. Quality and survival of 
Interior J. Setting K. Group value 
Historic Interest  
Y. Social, Cultural or Economic Importance W. 
Northern Ireland/International Interest 

Condition/ Sensitivity Excellent condition. Well maintained. 

Ownership Owner Category 
Church - RC  

Brief description Large, impressive, cruciform RC church of 
1895 by William Hague in the 13th century 
French gothic style, with large four-stage 
tower with spire, large, pinnacled side 
porches, side aisles and a large two-storey 
rear vestry projection. An excellent example 
of the genre, this almost cathedral-like 
church is well preserved both inside and out, 
and, internally, retains some fine mosaic 
work and altar-fitt ings. 

Context (Setting) This church was built in 1890-95 to designs by 
William Hague. It replaced an earlier smaller 
RC church -Ψ{ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎΩ- built at the south end 
of Meetinghouse Street in 1821, and 
extended and embellished in the two decades 
following. By the late 1800s the Catholic 
congregation of Strabane had outstripped St 
WƻƘƴΩǎ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
and the building itself had fallen into 
disrepair. It was abandoned c.1890, with 
services transferred to the chapel in the 
Convent of Mercy while work was completed 
on the new church. The building work was 



66 
 

largely funded by the congregation, however 
some money was raised by the curate, John 
McElhatton, from members of a congregation 
he had previously ministered to in the United 
States 

Site appraisal Exterior Description And Setting 
Large, almost cathedral-like, cruciform RC 
church of 1895 by William Hague in the 13th 
century French gothic style, with large four-
stage tower with spire, large, pinnacled, side 
porches, side aisles, and a large two-storey 
rear vestry projection. The church is set on 
the east side of Barrack Street. [The church is 
actually set on a SW-NE axis, with the chancel 
to the NE, for the purposes of this 
description, however, SW will be read as W 
ŜǘŎΦϐ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ΨŎǊǳŎƛŦƻǊƳΩ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ 
this church is basically rectangular in plan. To 
the W end is the large four-stage tower which 
has an octagonal tower with turret-like 
corner pinnacles. The tower is flanked by 
relatively large two-level side-porches, with 
gabled fronts and prominent pinnacled 
buttresses. Stretching between these and the 
transcepts are the side aisles. Projecting from 
the SE corner is the large two-storey vestry / 
office section. The building is constructed in 
squared rockfaced stone [?limestone] with 
quoins, dressings, tracery, eavescourses and 
stringcourses all in dressed light-coloured 
sandstone, with some relieving arches in 
rock-faced red sandstone. The uppermost 
stage of the tower as well as the spire are in 
dressed sandstone also. There are reducing 
buttresses to all sections of the building bar 
the vestry projection. The roofs of the various 
sections are slated, with moulded sandstone 
parapets with kneelers and decorative stone 
finials, and decorative red clay ridge tiles. The 
symmetrical front elevation consists of the 
tower and the gables of the side-porches. To 
the ground level of the tower is the main 
entrance. This is made up of a flat-arch 
opening filled with a panelled timber double 
door with decorative strap hinges. Above the 
doorway there is a finely carved pointed-arch 
frieze showing the Virgin Mary flanked by 
angels. The whole ensemble is set within a 
bevelled reveal, with marble colonette 
ΨƧŀƳōǎΩ ǎŜǘ ƻƴ ǘŀƭƭ ōŀǎŜǎ ΨǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΩ ŀ 
moulded archivolt with some delicate 
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carving. The entrance also has a drip 
moulding with carved human heads as stops. 
There is a short flight of stone steps to the 
doorway. To the relatively narrow exposed 
sections of the ground level of the N and S 
faces of the tower there is a cusped window. 
To the second stage of this face of the tower 
there is a a large pointed arch window with 
ƎŜƻƳŜǘǊƛŎ ǘǊŀŎŜǊȅΣ ƳŀǊōƭŜ ŎƻƭƻƴŜǘǘŜ ΨƧŀƳōǎΩΣ 
ŀ ƳƻǳƭŘŜŘ ŀǊŎƘƛǾƻƭǘΣ ōŜǾŜƭƭŜŘ ΨŎƛƭƭΩΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘǊƛǇ 
mouldng similar to the entrance (most of the 
windows are dressed in this fashion). To the 
N and S faces of this stage of the tower there 
are (relatively) small pointed-arch windows. 
To the (short) third-stage of the tower there 
ƛǎ ŀ ΨōƭƛƴŘΩ ŀǊŎŀŘŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎǳǎǇŜŘ ƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ 
each arch with curved arches over. Two of 
the arches are filled with slit windows, also 
with cusped heads. The other faces of the 
tower have similar detailing. Just below the 
second stage there is a moulded stringcourse 
with gargoyles to each corner. The 
uppermost stage of the tower is octagonal, 
but with the buttresses rising against the four 
ΨōŜǾŜƭƭŜŘΩ ŦŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳΣ ǇŀǊǘ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ-
octagonal, turret-like pinnacles with small slit 
ΨǿƛƴŘƻǿǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƛŎŀƭ ǊƻƻŦǎ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘΦ 9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ 
the other four other faces there is a large 
cusped opening with louvers and drip 
moulding. Above this stage, to the base of 
the spire, there is a stringcourse with dentil-
like moulding. The spire has tall lucarne 
projections to four of its faces, all with 
geometric tracery forming niches; the 
alternative faces have small quatrefoil 
openings set higher up. The pinnacle of the 
spire has crockets and a metal cross finial. 
The side porches have two large windows set 
at a high level to their lower storey, each 
with geometric tracery and drip moulding 
with decorative stops. To the upper level, 
above a moulded stringcourse, there is three-
light window, with cusped heads to each 
light. The central light is much taller and a 
ΨƭƛƴƪŜŘΩ ŘǊƛǇ ƳƻǳƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ŀƭƭ ƭƛƎƘǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
is relieving arch above this window, with 
another stringcourse above that. The 
buttresses to the corners of each porch rise 
into prominent gabled pinnacles. The N 
elevation is made up the chancel, to far left, 
then a small gabled porch, (attached to both 
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the side of the chancel and the E side of the N 
transept) , then the gable of the transept, 
then the side aisle, and, to far right, the large 
side porch. To the chancel there is a high 
level cusped window. To the (uneven) gable 
of the porch there is a pointed-arch doorway 
with panelled timber double door with strap 
hinge, bevelled reveal and moulded archivolt 
with drip moulding over. Above the doorway 
there is a small slit opening with cusped 
head. To the E face of the porch there is a 
small flat-arch window with shoulders. The 
porch extends from a taller projection with a 
lean-to roof. To the E face of this section 
there is a high level octofoil window. The 
lower level of the gable of the transept 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƘŀƭƭƻǿ ΨƭŜŀƴ-ǘƻΩ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƻ ǘƘŜ 
lower level there are two relatively small 
cusped windows. To the upper level there are 
two large pointed-arch windows with 
geometric tracery (two cusped lights and a 
cinquefoil). To the apex of the gable there is a 
large, but squat, pointed-arch window 
(actually an equilateral curved triangle) with 
geometric tracery in the form of three 
trefoils. To the side aisle there are windows 
each consisting of a pair of cusped lights. To 
the clerestory there are five large pointed 
arch windows, with geometric tracery. To the 
large side porch there is a doorway, similar to 
that to the smaller porch to the left of the N 
elevation, but larger and with marble 
ŎƻƭƻƴŜǘǘŜ ΨƧŀƳōǎΩΦ !ōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊǿŀȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
is a relatively small trefoil window. The S 
elevation is a mirror image of that to the N as 
far as the small porch attached to the 
transept and chancel. To the right of this, 
(extending from the chancel and abutting the 
E side of the small porch), is the large vestry / 
office projection. To the N-facing gable of this 
there is a large high level window with 
geometric tracery, (two cusped lights and a 
quatrefoil). To the apex of the gable there is a 
small slit window, with cusped head. To the 
W face of this section there is tall pointed 
arch window to right on the ground floor, 
with a small flat-arch window with shoulders, 
to the first floor. A tall chimneystack, whose 
lower half is finished as the walls of the 
church, but whose upper half is wholly in 
dressed sandstone, rises from the W side of 
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the roof of the vestry. The E elevation 
consists of the vestry to left, the chancel to 
right of this and the side of the small porch to 
right (already described above. To the ground 
floor of the vestry there is a doorway. This 
consists of a flat-arched reveal with 
shoulders, a panelled timber door, a pointed-
arch frieze with decorative roundel recess, 
and a bevelled reveal, archivolt and drip 
moulding. There is a short flight of stone 
steps, with low walling, to the doorway. To 
the right of the doorway are three flat-arch 
windows, each with two cusped lights and a 
relieving arch over. To the first floor there are 
four windows, three with single (cusped) 
lights, one -the third window from left- with 
two lights. The chancel has a large window 
with geometric tracery., with a small slit 
window (with cusped head) to the apex of 
the gable. In front of the church there is a 
paved forecourt and drive. The paving 
continues around the whole perimeter of the 
building, with well-tended lawns beyond 
these. The grounds of the church are 
enclosed from the road by a low squared 
stone wall with bevelled sandstone coping, 
topped with decorative and distinctive iron 
railings. The wall is punctuated by square 
sandstone piers with bevelled bases, bevelled 
ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎΣ ŎǳǎǇŜŘ ǇŀƴŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ΨƎŀōƭŜŘΩ ŎŀǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
trefoil and roundel panels, and moulded 
ridge. There is a carriage gateway flanked by 
pedestrian gateways. The piers to the former 
ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ ΨǇȅǊŀƳƛŘŀƭΩ ŎŀǇǎΦ ¢ƘŜ { 
and E sides of the church grounds are 
enclosed by simple stone walls with 
sandstone copng. The wall to the S is taller 
and has had modern metal fencing attached 
to its S side. (NISMR details) 
The altar wŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ōȅ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ tŜŀǊǎŜΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦ 
Architects     Hague, William  
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Church of the Immaculate Conception  
tƘƻǘƻ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

Benefits/potential 

Audience  Local community, visitors and  students 

Partnerships Church would form an important part of a 
Church Tour of Churches of all denominations 
in the Strabane area. 

Learning  The building combines many different aspects 
of church architecture and in its well 
maintained it affords valuable learning 
experience for visitors and students. 

Community impact (involving 
communities)/regeneration/volunteering 

The Church of the Immaculate Conception is 
an important, integral part of the RC 
community in Strabane. As part of the built 
heritage of the Churches of the Strabane area 
of all denominations it has the potential to be 
an important part of a Church Trail. 

 

 
LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ǾƛŜǿ                 tƘƻǘƻ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
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LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ǾƛŜǿ                 tƘƻǘƻ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

Financial Implications ς potential income 
opportunities and investment requirements 

RC Church for community worship. 

Comments This Church is an important element of the 
built heritage of Strabane. 

General recommendation The Church should be promoted as part of a 
tour of the churches of all denominations in 
the Strabane area. 
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Asset name/number Strabane Canal 
SMR: - TYR005:500 

Heritage type Modern 

Location STRABANE CANAL, BALLYDONAGHY LOCK, GREENLAW 

LOCK. CANAL: STRABANE CANAL, 

 
Grid Reference: C3594003910 

Protection status Scheduled 

Condition/ Sensitivity  

Ownership STRABANE CANAL, BALLYDONAGHY LOCK, GREENLAW 

LOCK 

 
This site includes 3 reaches of the Strabane 

Canal, IHR no.412.2 Reach 1 - C35940391- 

C36050262; Ballydonaghy & Leckpatrick Reach 2 - 

C36050262-H34899957; Strabane Bog, 

Woodend, Desert & Greenlaw Reach 3 - 

H34459832-H34629895; Greenbrae & Town 

Parks (Strabane) Two engineering trial pits 

were opened in bed of Strabane Canal (reach 3) 

as part of the ground works in advance of the 

proposed A5 works on behalf of Roads Service. 

The pits were 3m by 1m by 4.5m and were 

dug into the bed of the Canal (under SMC) 

where the proposed road will cross the canal. 

The pits showed that the canal appears to 

have been cut into subsoil with no evidence 

for sealing the base. The Canal was 

abandoned in 1962 and appears to have been 

purposefully backfilled [Mouchel, 2009]. 

NISMR Details 

Brief description The Local Authority have designated 3 reaches 

of Strabane Canal Basin, Strabane Reach 2and 

Strabane reach 3 

 

Site appraisal The development of the Greenlaw and 

Ballydonaghy sections as a leisure facility and 

walkway has been a great success and is much 

utilised by the community. 
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/ŀƴŀƭ .ŀǎƛƴ !ǊŜƴŀ   ǇƘƻǘƻ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

 

The Canal Basin area in Strabane has seen 

substantial work carried out to provide an 

area for use by the local community for 

festivals and gatherings. There is a band 

stand and an arena for performance and 

audience participation SCORE arena. 

Benefits/potential 

Audience Local Community and visitors 

Partnerships The canal passes through many sections on the 

town. There is great scope for community 

groups involved in leisure, health and wellbeing 

and heritage. 

 

The Canal Basin area community park/ 

performance arena provides a rich resource. 

Communities can come together to organise 

festivals and events. 

 
/ŀƴŀƭ .ŀǎƛƴ !ǊŜƴŀ   ǇƘƻǘƻ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

Learning Scope for heritage learning and study of habitat 

and wildlife. 

Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/volunteering 

Community groups are able to use the amenity 

according to their respective needs. The 
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canal walks are already a great success given 

their utilisation by the local community for 

recreation and exercise. Scope exists for 

volunteering to interpret the rich natural 

environment. 

 

The Canal Basin arena provides a vital facility 

for community regeneration. Its proximity to 

the Alley Arts Centre and Theatre allows 

events to be coordinated from there to 

spread out into a wider open air space.  

 
Canal Basin Arena   ǇƘƻǘƻ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

Financial Implications ς potential income 

opportunities and investment requirements 

On-going costs in maintenance and upkeep of 

existing amenity.  

Viability/constraints Finance. 

Comments Partnership between local authority and a 

structured volunteer progamme would help 

reduce costs of upkeep. 

General recommendation Very useful information signage is already in 

place along the existing walkways.  
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Strabane Built Heritage 
 

Shadows of the Past ς Footsteps in the Future 

 

At the turn of the twentieth century Strabane was a thriving commercial centre with its 

canal, railway, and road network. The long, diverse, list of businesses in the local business 

directory gives evidence of the thriving entrepreneurial economy. StrabaneΩǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ 

relationship with the neighbouring town of Lifford made them the Gateway to Donegal. 

Lifford was designated part of Strabane Union at that time. Strabane was the location for 

the important hiring fare, which not only provided workers for Strabane and the Laggan, 

but for work further afield in Scotland. 

 
Much of the built heritage in Strabane has been destroyed through unsympathetic development 

and destruction during the Troubles. Despite the destruction there are remaining buildings, 

which exist as ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ά{ƘŀŘƻǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎƛǾŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

There are a range of buildings, which stand apart in this respect. 

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ DǊŀȅΩǎ tǊƛƴǘŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ǊǳǎǘΦ CƻǊ ŀ 

while it housed an exhibition area and tourist information centre, run by Strabane District 

Council. The street front shop area now houses a tea-room. In earlier years it was a 

stationery and art shop. 

 
The building is of interest not only because of its association with the Declaration of 

Independence in America but because its layout shows the nature of that of many of the 

Strabane shops and houses of earlier years. The shop area occupies the front on street area 

and the property stretches back to a yard, which includes the Printing Press in an upstairs 

workshop. The layout of these shops shows how the businesses extended well beyond the 

street façade. Businesses in many towns in Ulster had a similar layout. 

 
 

DǊŀȅΩǎ tǊƛƴǘŜǊǎΣ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

 
Further down the streeǘ ƛǎ DƻǊƳƭŜȅΩǎ {ƘƻŜ {ƘƻǇΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŀǎ DƻǊƳƭŜȅΩǎ 

Bookshop, stationers and lending library. Mr Gormley purchased this shop in 1922. The 

property ran from the present frontage in the Main Street through the back yard to the 
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premises in the Back Street (now Market Street). The small shop in the back street is now 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ƘƻǇέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƻŜ ǎƘƻǇ retains the name Gormley but the present owner says 

he has no connection to the Gormley family. The Gormley owner of the original shop was the 

ǳƴŎƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ Cƭŀƴƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΦ Cƭŀƴƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ spent many of his early years reading books 

upstairs and listening to the conversation of people in the street outside.   

 

A walk along the river taking the view of Main Street and Lower Main Street shows the 

original layout where extensive rebuilding has not completely obliterated it. This riverside 

walk shows how many Ulster towns, such as Strabane and Omagh have turned their back on 

the river. In earlier years the river was used to supply the back yards of the various 

businesses. 

 
Two shop buildings, (their facades and interior shop fittings) ς .ƭŀƛǊΩǎ bŜǿǎŀƎŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ IƛƭƭΩǎ 

Chemists were removed many years ago and rebuilt at the Folk Park in Omagh. Older 

residents of Strabane will remember visiting these busy shops in Strabane. They can today walk 

around these shops in the Cƻƭƪ tŀǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 

another reason to extend the trail between Omagh and Strabane. 

 
ά¢ƘŜ CŀǊƳŜǊǎ IƻƳŜέ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ wƻŀŘΣ ǊŜǘŀƛƴǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ 

and has been sympathetically restored by its present owner, John McGowan. This premises 

features prominently in the Cooper Collection of Strabane photographs. 

 
 

 

L-wΣ DƻǊƳƭŜȅΩǎ aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ƘƻǇΣ aŀǊƪŜǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ¢ƘŜ CŀǊƳŜǊǎ IƻƳŜΣ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ wƻŀŘΣ 
ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

 
¢ƘŜ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎ DǊŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ƛƳƳǎ 

former ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘƻǊǎΩ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƛƴŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭe of sympathetic conservation. The 

solicitors business existed there for 150 years. At one time there was a small public house in 

part of the premises. It has recently been sold to a new owner. 

 
Further along the same side of the street is a range of interesting houses, which are at 

present for ǎŀƭŜΦ {ƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘƻǊǎΩ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎΦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 
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of the existing buildings would greatly enhance the architectural appeal of the Bowling 

Green. 

 
Two buildings on the Green have associŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 

Church of Ireland, was opened in 1869. It was designed in the early Gothic style by Mr John 

Kennedy and built by Mr John Mc Clay on a site he believed was that of the first castle in 

Strabane. It was consecrated by the then Bishop of Derry, William Alexander. It contains a five 

light stained glass window on the theme of the Last Supper. The window was presented to the 

church by Cecil Francis Alexander, and her brothers, as a memorial to her parents Major John 

ŀƴŘ aǊǎΦ IǳƳǇƘǊƛŜǎΦ Cƭŀƴƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘǇƭŀŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōƭǳŜ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ 

the Bowling  Green. 

 

   
 

L-wΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ Cƭŀƴƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘ tƭŀŎŜΣ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ƛƳƳǎ CƻǊƳŜǊ {ƻƭƛŎƛǘƻǊǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ !ƭƭ 
Bowling Green, photographs 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 

 
Across from the Bowling Green, on Church Street, is an ancient graveyard. There are 

prehistoric remains in the centre of the graveyard and it is the site of an early Franciscan 

friary. Jim Bradley discusses this site as follows ς άLƴ мном ǘƘŜ Franciscan order of Friars Minor 

arrived in Ireland for the first time and over the next century founded many religious houses. 

By 1326 a group of friars is said to have established a religious foundation on a green 

plateau overlooking the Mourne and close to the riparian battlegrounds of the Finn and the 

Foyle. This site is now the old graveyard at Patrick Street, and, not for the first time in 

Ireland, the church buildings were erected beside the standing stone previously mentioned ς 

the triumph of Chrisǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŀƴƛǎƳΗέ όThe Fair River Valley, 17) 

 

±ƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ {ǘǊŜŜǘ DǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘΣ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
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Another shadow of the past is Courtrai Park. It is named after one of the main Belgian 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǘƻǿƴǎ ƛƴ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΩǎ ƭƛƴŜƴ ǘǊŀŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ ƛs situated behind the modern police 

station on the Bowling Green. 

Lƴ мфннΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊΣ Ƴŀƴȅ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 5ŜǾƛƴŜΩǎ ¢Ŝŀ 

aŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ hΩ5ƻƘŜǊǘȅΩǎ /ƻŀŎƘ .ǳƛƭŘŜǊǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛŦŦƻǊŘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

border. The process may be set to repeat itself in the present time with consideration of 

Brexit. 

 
Lƴ мфну hΩ5ƻƘŜǊǘȅΩǎ /ƻŀŎƘ .ǳƛƭŘŜǊǎΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ wƻŀŘΣ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾŜǊ 

Diesel rail car in Europe. 

Strabane, Sion Mills, and other areas have, through their local authority and community 

involvement produced a series of well-marked and well-documented walking tours. It might 

be possible, again with local involvement, to extend this health conscious approach to 

experiencing heritage. 

  

https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dsd/strabane-town-cntre-

baseline-report.PDF
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!ǊƻǳƴŘ {ƛƻƴ aƛƭƭǎ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ aŀǊƛŀƴƴŜ hΩYŀƴŜ .ƻŀƭ 

{ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ /ƻǳǊǘƘƻǳǎŜ 5ŜǊǊȅ wƻŀŘΣ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ (courtesy Ni Courts Service) 

9ƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ tƻǊǘŜǊΩǎ όDǊƻǎǾŜƴƻǊ {ƘƛǊǘǎύ CŀŎǘƻǊȅΣ CƻǊƳŜǊ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ,  
Derry Road  

Brook Cottage Derry Road, near site of turnpike, Mills and warehouses, Strabane Technical College, 
Derry Road  

    
Masonic Hall, Cottage opposite Council Offices, Council Offices, former Strabane Workhouse, Derry 
wŘΣ ŀƭƭ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƻǳǊ Ǌƻǿǎ 9ŘŘƛŜ hΩYŀƴŜ 
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Strabane Literary Heritage 
 

In parallel with its reputation as a centre for communications Strabane has also had a publishing 

and literary tradition, which extends over hundreds of years.  Its most famous literary son is 

.Ǌƛŀƴ hΩNolan, who is more widely known among his many aliases ŀǎ Cƭŀƴƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΦ 

 
Cƭŀƴƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ ό.Ǌƛŀƴ hΩ bƻƭŀƴύ όрth October 1911 ς April 1st 1966) Brian O Nolan was born in The 

Bowling Green, Strabane. He wrote under a series of pseudonyms. 

His reputation as an important Irish writer has steadily increased in the years since his death. 

He is often sited alongside Samuel Beckett and James Joyce and is a leading figure in post-

modernist literature. He is studied in academic institutions worldwide and every two years 

the International Cƭŀƴƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƻ discuss and celebrate his writing ς to 

date at Vienna University, Rome, Charles University, Prague and University of Salzburg. The 

Third Policeman and At Swim Two Birds are regarded as his most outstanding novels. His novel 

in Gaelic, An Béal Bocht, published in 1941, is widely regarded as one of the greatest Irish 

language novels of the 20th century. 

Lƴ нлмрΣ ŀǘ άaŜǘŀƳƻǊǇƘƻǎƛǎέΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘƛǊŘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Cƭŀƴƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

Charles University Prague 16 ς 19 September 2015, Brian Ó Conchubhair, (University of 

Notre Dame), ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άCƭŀƴƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΥ .ŜȅƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ .ŜƘƛƴŘ !ƴ .Şŀƭ .ƻŎƘǘέΦ Lƴ 

his lecture he gave ŀ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ Iƛǎ 

detailed listings of publication and translation dates showed that An Béal Bocht is the most 

published and translated novel ever produced in the Irish language. Archives of his writing 

and artefacts are held at Boston College and Southern Illinois University at Carbondale. There 

is a blue plaque on the house where he was born in the Bowling Green, Strabane. 

 
George Sigerson (11th January 1836 ς 17TH February 1925) was a leading figure in the Irish Literary 

Revival in the late 19th century in Ireland. He was a physician, scientist, politician, poet and writer. 

He was born at Holy Hill near Strabane. His father developed the spade mill at Ballyskeagh and 

ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ǊǘƛƎŀǊǾŀƴΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ {ƛƎŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǇƻŜƳǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ 

locations in the vicinity of his birthplace. James Joyce was a student of Sigerson in Dublin and 

Sigerson is mentioned in both Ulysses and Finnegans WakeΦ {ƛƎŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǿife Hestor Varian was an 

author and his eldest daughter Dora Sigerson ό{ƘƻǊǘŜǊύ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǇƻŜƳ ά¢ƘŜ 

¢ǊƛŎƻƭƻǳǊέ ǿŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфннΦ There is a blue plaque commemorating George Sigerson on the 

wall at the entrance to Strabane Library. 

Cecil Frances Alexander (April 1818 ς 12th October 1895) The celebrated hymn writer was born 

in Dublin. Her father Major John Humphreys was appointed land steward to the Duke of 

Abercorn in 1833. The family came to live at Milltown House in Strabane. The house later 

became part of Strabane Grammar School. She married the Church of Ireland clergyman 

William Alexander in 1850, in Strabane. He later became Bishop of Derry and then Archbishop of 

Armagh. He also wrote poetry. 
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Cecil Frances Alexander founded the Derry and Raphoe Diocesan Institution for the Deaf and 

Dumb, ƛƴ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ ƛƴ мупсΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ƘŜǊ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ 

her back to Strabane. She lived from 1860 to 1867 at Camus Rectory Strabane. The building still 

remains intact. Her most faƳƻǳǎ ƘȅƳƴǎ ŀǊŜ ά!ƭƭ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ .ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭέΣ άhƴŎŜ ƛƴ wƻȅŀƭ 

5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ /ƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ ά{ǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ .ǊŜŀǎǘǇƭŀǘŜέΦ 

William Collins (1838 ς 1890) William Collins was born in Strabane. His father came from 

Munster. He grew up in a nationalist family. At the age of fifteen he ran away from home 

and took an emigrant ship to Canada. He worked for a time in lumbering and farming. He 

moved to Cleveland, Ohio and became a serious writer. He served in the American Civil War on 

the Union side. In 1866 he took part in the Fenian raid on Canada. 

 
He returned to Cleveland and wrote poems and articles for the press. In 1874 he worked 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άLǊƛǎƘ ²ƻǊƭŘέΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άbŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ¢ŀōƭŜǘέΦ IŜ 

wrote poems, ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƴƻǾŜƭǎΦ ά.ŀƭƭŀŘǎΣ {ƻƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ tƻŜƳǎέΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ όмутсύΣ 

ά5ŀƭǊƛŀŘŀέΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ όмуфлύΣ ά{ȅōƛƭƭΣ ¢ŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ¢ȅǊƻƴŜέΣ ά¢ƘŜ ²ƛƭŘ DŜŜǎŜέ 

 
aŀƴȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǎ ά! {ƛƎƘ ŦƻǊ 

OƭŘ ¢ƛƳŜǎέΦ ά{ǳƳƳŜǊ ƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘέ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ά¢ƘŜ {ƘŀƳǊƻŎƪέ ƻƴ уth September 1883. He 

died in Brooklyn, New York on 4th February 1890. 

Rev. James Porter (Billy Bluff) (1753 ς 2nd July 1798) 
 

James Porter was born at Tamna Wood near Ballindrait, Donegal, overlooking Strabane across 

the Foyle. In 1768-9, a map and survey were made of the Lifford estate of Abraham 

Creighton, Baron Erne. From these it appears that James Porter was then the tenant of a small 

farm at Tamna Wood, ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ άǘǳŎƪέ Ƴƛƭƭ ŀǘ .ŀƭƭƛƴŘǊŀƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ōŀƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŜƭŜΣ ŀ 

few yards west of the bridge. 

 
He became a Presbyterian minister at Greyabbey on 31st July 1787. During the years leading 

up to the 1798 rebellion he became involved with the United Irishmen. In 1794 and 1795 he 

ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǎƻƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ {ǘŀǊ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ 9ȄƛƭŜŘ LǊƛǎƘƳŀƴΩǎ [ŀƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴέΦ Lƴ мтфс 

ƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ά.ƛƭƭȅ .ƭǳŦŦέΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

reprinted in pamphlet form and widely circulated. He espoused the rights of tenants in their 

relations with landlords and parodied many of the leading members of the establishment. He 

caused particular anger to the Earl of Londonderry. After the rebellion Rev. James Porter was 

hanged in view of the meeting-house and his residence at Greyabbey on 2nd July, 1798. 

ά¦ƭǎǘŜǊ .ƛƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴ ƻŦ мтфуέ ōȅ W.T. Latimer 1897 reprinted Presbyterian 

Historical Society of Ireland. Above information based on entry on Rev. James Porter 

William Starrat lived in Strabane in the early eighteenth century. He ran a teaching academy, 

which specialized in preparation for a career in the army or surveying. He carried out 

estate surveys in at least eight Irish counties from 1716. Of particular interest are the 

surveys he carried out in Fermanagh and Tyrone for the Brooke family and for the 
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Creighton estate at Crom Castle, Fermanagh, and Lifford, Co.Donegal. An early survey map 

by Starrat of Holy Hill House is on display in the house. Iƛǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ά¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ 

tǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƭŜǎ 5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ !ǇǇƭȅΩŘ Χ ƛƴ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ DǳƴƴŜǊȅέ ǿŀǎ published and printed by 

S.Powell in 1733 with folding plates. It was later printed by Philip Crampton, bookseller, of 

Dublin in 1746. Starrat is reputed to have written the first Ulster Scots poem in 1722. 

{ǘŀǊǊŀǘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ƻƴ пth January 1769. 

DǊŀȅΩǎ tǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ tǊŜǎǎ 
 

John Dunlap (1747 ς 1812), printer of the first copies of the American Declaration of 

Independence and a pioneer American newspaper publisher (The Pennsylvania Packet, 

1771), served his ŀǇǇǊŜƴǘƛŎŜǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ DǊŀȅΩǎ ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎ aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΦ IŜ 

subscribed £4,000 to ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ 

bodyguard. James Wilson, grandfather of President ²ƻƻŘǊƻǿ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΣ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǘ DǊŀȅΩǎ 

prior to emigrating in 1807. (Shell Guide to Ireland, Killanin and Duignan 1967, 430) 

 
ά.ŜŀǘƘŀ /ƘƻƭƳ /ƛƭƭŜέ ό[ƛŦŜ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳŎƛƭƭŜύ was compiled by Manus O'Donnell at his castle in Lifford 

in 1532. This illuminated manuscript is now in the collection of the Bodleian Library in Oxford. 

(Jim Bradley The Fair River Valley 2000 Ulster Historical Foundation, 21). In 1536 Sioghraidh O 

Mulconry ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǎŀƛƴǘǎΩ [ƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ wƻǎŜ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ ǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ bƛŀƭƭ hƎ hΩbŜƛƭƭΣ ƛƴ .ŀƛƭŜ an 

TSen-Chaislein beside Bessy Bell. (Shell Guide to Ireland, Killanin and Duignan 1967, 396) 

 
.ȅ мттм {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ά{ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ άƻǊ 

άDŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜǊέ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ мттмΦ WƻƘƴ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ά{ǘrabane 

bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊέ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ōȅ мтту ŀƴŘ ŎŜŀǎŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ мумлΦ ¢ƘŜ ά{ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ 

aƻǊƴƛƴƎ tƻǎǘέ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ рth November 1811. It was published by Carroll and Foster and 

later by Carroll and Gray. ά¢ƘŜ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜέ ƻǊ ά¢ƘŜ bŜǿ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜέ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƴƻnthly 

journal from January to December муллΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 5Φ aŎ!ƴŀǿΦ ά¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 

9ƴǉǳƛǊŜǊέ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ōȅ /ƻǿǇŜǊ Walker Castle Street in 1827. A range of 

publications of hymns and sermons was produced over the years. In 1783, the most important 

book produced from the Strabane presses emerged. A History of Ireland from the Earliest 

Period, addressed to William Hamilton Esq. by Rev. William Crawford was printed by John 

Bellew. It comprised two volumes containing over 768 pages with a long list of 

ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ мΣоул ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜǊǎΦ όwŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΥ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ мпΣ ά! [ƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜέ WŀŎƪ 

Gamble, The Fair River Valley нллл ¦ƭǎǘŜǊ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ мрΣ ά{ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Wider ²ƻǊƭŘέ WƛƳ .ǊŀŘƭŜȅύΦ 

Brian McGilloway is an author born in Derry in 1974. He studied English at Queens 

University Belfast. He was very active in student theatre, winning a national Irish Student 

Drama Association award for theatrical lighting design in 1996. He is a former Head of English 

at Sǘ /ƻƭƳŀƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ Derry, but now teaches in Holy Cross, Strabane. McGilloway's 

debut novel was a crime thriller called Borderlands. Borderlands was shortlisted for a Crime 

Writers' Association Dagger award for a debut novel. 

In 2007 McGilloway signed with Pan McMillan to write three crime thrillers in his Inspector 

Devlin series.The sequel to Borderlands, Gallows Lane, was published in April, 2008. 

McGilloway lives near the Irish borderlands with his wife and their four children. He draws 

his inspiration from the Strabane and Derry locality. This places him firmly in the realm of 
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the Strabane literary heritage ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΤ Benedict Devlin series: 

2007 ς Borderlands, 2008 - Gallows Lane, 2009 - Bleed a River Deep, 2010 .- The Rising, 2012 - 

The Nameless Dead, Lucy Black series 2011 - Little Girl Lost, 2013 ς Hurt, 2016 - Preserve the 

Dead, 2017 - Bad Blood 

 
Literary Recommendation 

 
It is recommended that discussions could take place regarding a centre for the study of 

{ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΣ e.g. in the proximity of the Bowling Green. The 

Bowling Green has strong connections with two of the famous writers mentioned earlier, Flann 

hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ ŀƴŘ /ŜŎƛƭ CǊŀƴŎŜǎ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊΦ A centre could carry out studies in the English language, 

Irish Language and Ulster Scots language because of the strong influences of the writers 

directly associated with the area. 

Further discussion could take place regarding internship programs and writer in residence 

programs. The local authority has already laid the groundwork for such an initiative through 

ƛǘǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ Cƭŀƴƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ !ƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ events has been run 

ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΦ 

 
World-ǿƛŘŜ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ Cƭŀƴƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

Conferences on his work in Dublin, Vienna, Rome, Prague and Salzburg. A considerable amount 

ƻŦ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΩǎ work has accumulated through the submission of academic papers at 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōƻƻƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ Cƭŀƴƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊ ōȅ 

year. Films and animations based on his work have been recently appeared and further studies 

of this type are in production in Ireland and abroad. 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ Cƭŀƴƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ further 

discussion could include the various literary strands, which mark out the other writers 

mentioned earlier. 

 

Heritage Networking 
 

People involved in local history know the importance of networking. Local History draws 

on local knowledge and the sharing of that knowledge to give a true sense of place. Local 

History Societies arrange talks during the winter months where people from particular areas 

can share their sense of place. They also arrange for people from other communities to come 

and share their stories. Local History encourages mutual respect and builds bridges between 

communities. It encourages people to appreciate their common humanity. 

 
The Federation for Ulster Local Studies, founded in Lifford, County Donegal in 1974, has played 

a crucial part in Heritage Networking. The Federation involves the nine counties of Ulster. 

ά¢ƘŜ Federation was set up to promote and assist with the study and recording of the 

history, antiquities and folk-life of Ulster, to develop communication and co-operation 

between local historical groups and between these groups and relevant statutory and 
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ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ encourages shared experience between local 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ŀ dual role. It firstly acted as the unified 

voice of local history in Ulster calling for greater recognition for those involved in local 

studies and the proper resourcing of this discipline. Over time it drew more and more 

locally based societies into the organisation. Today it can claim almost one hundred societies in 

its membership representing thousands of people with an interest in Ulster's local history, 

Ŧƻƭƪ ƭƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅΦέ ¢ƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀƴ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

societies tƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ¦ƭǎǘŜǊΦ άLǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƭƻǿ Ŏƻǎǘ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ 

piece of mind to those engaged in meetings and field trips. It hosted conferences, workshops 

and seminars at which society members could meet, exchange ideas and experiences. The 

workshops helped to tap the deep reservoir of knowledge that exists among those societies 

ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƴŜǿ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ƭŜǎǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ōƻŘƛŜǎΦέ ό!ƭƭ ǉǳƻǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

the Federation for Ulster Local Studies website) 

 
The Federation for Ulster Local Studies also set up the Ulster Local History Trust in 1981. This 

Trust gives small grants to help with local heritage publishing. 

 
Johnny Dooher ƻŦ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

development, growth and continǳŜŘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΦ 

Dennett Interchange, Dunamanagh, arranged a series of history workshops by Johnny Dooher 

and William Roulston. The local history programme also involved visits to places of interest 

such as the Old Courthouse, Lifford. 

 
The Ulster Historical Foundation - ά¢ƘŜ ¦ƭǎǘŜǊ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ мфрсΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

direction of Sir Basil Brooke (later Lord Brookeborough), the Prime Minister of Northern 

Ireland. In 1969, it was reorganised as a voluntary trust and named the Ulster-Scot 

Historical Foundation. In 1975, it became the Ulster Historical Foundation, affirming its role 

to serve all denominations and traditions in the province. Between 1956 and 1987, the 

Foundation was an integral part of the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland. Since 1988, it 

has been a separate organisation, and in 1991 moved to premises in College Square East in 

the centre of Belfast. In November 2006, it moved to new premises in Cotton Court, Waring 

Street, Belfast and finally moving again to 49 Malone Road in bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нллфΦέ ό¢ƘŜ ¦ƭǎǘŜǊ 

Historical Foundation website) 

 
Continuing the publishing tradition 

 
The Ulster Historical Foundation plays an important role as a leading publisher of historical, 

educational and genealogical books. In conjunction with Strabane History Society it has 

published ōƻƻƪǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ CŀƛǊ wƛǾŜǊ ±ŀƭƭŜȅέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

appreciation of local heritage. This support helps Strabane History Society to continue the 

literary and publishing tradition ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻǊŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ 

centuries. Johnny Dooher and Michael Kennedy have been at the centre of Heritage Publishing 

in the Strabane area, on behalf of Strabane History Society. 
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Heritage Animators and Mentors 

 

Dennett Interchange, Donemana, have involved local history experts Johnny Dooher and 

William Roulston in their community programmes. This illustrates the importance of heritage 

animators and mentors in promoting local awareness of heritage. 

 
John Bradley of West Tyrone Historical Society has served as Chairman of the Federation for 

Ulster Local Studies and has had strong  association with  the Folk  Park in  Omagh over  

many  years. 

 
Relevant Organisations Audit 

 
Relevant Organisations 

 

The main Heritage Organisations in the chosen area are: 

Strabane History Society 

Sion Mills Buildings Preservation Trust 

West Tyrone Historical Society 

Donemana Cultural Association 

Community Associations involved in Heritage Projects: 
 

Dennett Interchange, Donemana 
 

Dunamanagh & District Community Association 

Local Authority Heritage Support: 

Derry City & Strabane Council Heritage Officer 

Derry City & Strabane Council Cultural Services 

Alley Arts Centre: Theatre 

Alley Arts Centre: Tourist Information Centre 
 

Questionnaires were sent to relevant selected individuals and organisations from above lists. 

 
 

Where it was felt more appropriate the following methods were employed: 

Telephone interviews (with a predetermined list of questions) 

Face to face interviews (with a predetermined list of questions) Discussions with individuals 
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involved with heritage and heritage support Group discussions involved with heritage and 
heritage support. 
 
Attendance at meeting of Strabane History Society Questionnaires ς full questionnaire results 
in appendix 

 

Discussion of questionnaire results 
 

Questionnaire responses to the on line longer 25 questions format tended to be brief and 

to the point. The results were easily quantifiable in terms of statistical analysis. The shorter 

questions for individuals, when used in telephone interviews tended to produce more personal, 

in-depth insights into local heritage. Likewise the same questionnaires used in face to face 

interviews produced a wide range of views based on long personal experience. Group 

discussions such as the conversation with Alley Theatre staff produced highlighted the vital 

heritage support role played by both the Theatre and the Tourism Information Centre. 

 
Individual owners of listed buildings expressed concerns regarding their awareness of their 

responsibilities in relation to up keep and maintenance and on-going expense. 

 

An analysis of Questionnaire feedback has shown some common concerns expressed by those who 
shared their experience and knowledge. The full text of the questionnaire feedback is included in 
the appendix of this report. 
 
In this section some of the main concerns have been selected for closer comment and discussion. 
 

A Museum for Strabane 
Feedback from consultees has shown a desire for a local museum/interpretative centre for 
Strabane. 
There is a need to support pride of place in the heritage of Strabane. Feedback has shown that 
people have a genuine fear that local ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
relation to realising the full potential of its own heritage. A local museum would provide a focus 
for the community to establish an understanding of its past and a way forward in the future. 
A museum could be housed in an existing vacant building and could involve a joint venture 
between existing organisations ς e.g. local history societies, community groups and local authority 
 
άǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƪŜŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ƛƴ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜΦέ 
 
ά¢ƘŜ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ /ƻƭƭŜŎtion has been in storage for several years. Strabane District Council 
ƘŀŘ ŜƴǾƛǎƛƻƴŜŘ ŀ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ŦƻǊ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƻǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ DǊŀȅΩǎ tǊƛƴǘŜǊǎΦ Lƴ мффт ǘƘŜȅ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ 
private collection ς called the Dunbar Collection. It was mainly a collection of miscellaneous 
memorabilia. The WW1 collection can be used for school visits. The whole collection is being 
ƳƻǾŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ [ƛǎƴŀƘŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ 5ŜǊǊȅ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴέ 
ά¢ƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀƳŀ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ the area should be celebrated. Maybe a Heritage Centre would 
ōŜ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎέ 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ƛǘǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 
would provide a vital focus for the inhabitants of the area ς young people in particular. It would 
also help to give information to people who return to Strabane later in their lives, who want to 
ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦέ   
Involvement of Younger People 
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One of the main concerns in local history societies and community groups in general is the need to 
include younger people in the various projects and on-going activities of their organisations. 
Feedback from questionnaires highlights this concern. 
ά[ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ 
 
(Organisation Questionnaire online Q17 What are the main obstacles to fulfilling your ambitions?) 
(Organisation Questionnaire online Q23 What do you think are the biggest issues facing heritage in 
your area?) 
  
ά¸ŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘΦέ  
ά!  ά¢ƘŜ ȅounger adults are too busy making a living and raising their families to be engaged in 
non-ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎέ 
ƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜŘŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƛǘΦέ 
 
(Q5 Online shorter questionnaire. Do you feel the area's heritage is appreciated locally and 
regionally? Please explain your answer. Selected responses) 
 
Feedback also shows awareness for the reasons for non-participation in activities. Firstly they have 
their own family or work commitments or work commitments which are driving factors in the early 
stages of their lives. They are making their way in their chosen career, or in unemployed they are 
trying to find gainful employment. They have less time for voluntary activity. 
  
Emigration 
ά¢ƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ is emigration. For generations the high unemployment has 
forced people to leave and look for work abroad. They no longer have a feel for, or interest in the 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦέ   
The economic decline in the Strabane area led to emigration and a decrease in the younger 
population. Strabane has had high levels of unemployment and high rates of economic inactivity. 
Derry City and Strabane District Council Strategic Growth Plan 2017 to 2032 shows pockets of 
deprivation based on job seekers claimant rate, which identifies particular concentrations in the 
council area. 
 
In the Republic of Ireland, after the slump in the economy, emigration led to a widespread drop in 
the younger population. This was particularly evident in rural communities where local sporting 
clubs found they no longer had the personnel to make up their teams. On the other hand, sporting 
teams in New York, Boston and Philadelphia flourished as the number of young people increased 
dramatically. 
  
In rural villages the move to bigger cities like Belfast, Dublin, London and further afield has had a 
dramatic effect. Post offices, banks, police stations, smaller shops closed down. Facilities which 
people took for granted for generations were no longer there. There is much less opportunity for 
face to face social support or interaction for the general population and the elderly in particular. 
The move to online backing and online commerce decreased social interaction. 
  
Changes in population profile 
Evidence gained by the consultants indicates that the problem may become greater. Reports show 
that projections for demographic changes in the population indicate a much higher proportion of 
the population in Derry City and Strabane will be elderly in the not too distant future.  
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Derry City and Strabane District Council Strategic Growth Plan 2017 to 2032  
 
Q3 What do you think are the biggest issues facing heritage in your area?  
Many respondents highlighted the loss of important built heritage, 
ά/ƻƴǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ aŜǊŎȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǿ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘŜŘΦέ 
ά¢ƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ Iŀƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƻƴŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦƻŎŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ  
ά¢ƘŜ aŀǊƪŜǘ IƻǳǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ Iŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ƭƻǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ 
ǎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά9ȅŜέ ƻŦ aŀǊƪŜǘ Street. There was a Herring Street and then 
Butcher Street and the Back Street It was a pity all of that section of the town was demolished to 
ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪΦέ  
άtǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘŜǎέ 
άNot enough research being done and the up keep of thŜǎŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎέ 
Others felt education and funding were main concerns 
άaƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƻƴ ƛƴǎǘƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέ  
ά¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ǊŜǾƻƭǾŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΦ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǿŀȅ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ 
alongside heŀƭǘƘΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǘŎΦέ  
ά¢ƘŜ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ [ƻǘǘŜǊȅ CǳƴŘ ǎŜŜǎ ǳǎ ŀǎ ǳƴǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜΦέ 
άƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ Ŏƻ-ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎέ 
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