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Heritage AssetReport

Hillsborough

L-R Entrance Door to Hillsborough Fort, Stained GI ass
Wall s. Photographs by Marianne OO6Kane Boal

Methodology

The audit area of Hillsborough saw a relatively comprehensive methodology appiedudit is

part of a series which aims to gradually build up a picture right across Northern Ireland. Historic
Environment Division (HED) have created a map of poteatidit areas, and this Hillborogh audit

refers to Map Areas D69 and D71 (for further detail see section below). Given the high concentration
of assets in Hillsborough village and immediate surroundings, most focus of the audit is on the village
area itselfThe wider areas have been included in the initial scoping and listing of assets. Consultation
with residents in Hillsborough village and district also provided extensive information on the main
issues, opportunities and strengths of heritage. Hillsboraillgge is very much the centre of this

audit but there are other areas included, namely, Duneight, Eglantine, Edentrillick, Ballynahinch and
Moira. Although desktop survey was a crucial and informative method of research, it was not
conducted in isolatimas such would yield a limited perspective of the area. The consultant combined
field survey and site visits with desktop survey from the outset and this element of primary research
began in February 2019 with site visits. It was felt at this stageithatists to Hillsborough area

was the fundamental core of the project and the best indication of the current state of potential assets.
It also gave the consultant filsand information and knowledge of the area so that observations and
strategic recomendations could be asserted with increased authority in the final audit report. Site
visits were conducted in Hillsborgh and its environs in February, March and ApGL9.

Desktop survey and site visits were recorded by the consultant through takixigmasive range of

photographs within the audit area. Over the period of 3 months a broad catalogue of photographs has
been acquired which are an important primary resource in themselves. It was decided at the outset
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with NIEL and HED that the best way rdcording the heritage assets within the audit area was

through a select range of heritage assets that represent the various heritage caitegdrias|dings

sites and monuments, industrial architecture/archaeology, parks and gardens, defensite datie
conservation area3he majority of research carried out centres on the assets representing these
categories. There is, however, some discussion, when appropriate of assets and heritage opportunities
outside the selected audit area. These azaetes are kept to a minimum and only cited when of
importance to the audit area or as examples of best practice that cannot be ignored.

Another important element of the methodology was consultation. This aspect was conducted through
a range of methodslijrveys, phone calls and discussions) including via NIEL through its online

survey of organisations and individuals in the area. This consultation would also indicate a sense of
opportunities and challenges on the ground locally from a variety of pexgseionsultation and
feedback proved interesting for the Hillsborough audit area with representation dominated by
individualsi residents and local historians. Organisations that gave feedback included Hillsborough
and District Residents Committee, Hiltsbugh Old Guard St Ma | a armdyhé ¥isitaCsh ur ¢ h
Information Centre at Lisburn Museum. Without this crucial feedback from organisations and
individuals the audit report would lose richness and grounded purpose.

The consultant has audited 2 areathis work programmé Hillsborough and Bellaghy. There is an
interesting observation to be made regarding the shared assets between the two areas. In both of these
audit areas there were various layers of strategic building on former archaeologicBefiighy

Bawn was built on the site of an Early Christian rath. Hillsborough Fort was also built on the site of

an Early Christian rath. Dunglady Fort, an Early Christian rath also had numerous iterations. The site
was used in th&7" centurywhen 3 housewere builduring the Plantation and in the 18th drgf

centuriest wasused as Quaker graveyar@uneight Motte and Bailey north of Hillsborough was

also built upon the site of an Early Christian rath. This is not uncommon practice for setilditd to

on formerly strategic locations but it is interesting to note the commonalities that were found in the
Bellaghy (Mid Ulster Council) and Hillsborough (Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council) areas.

AUDIT AREA PLAN

Map1l-6 Dr aft Her i tage Au distoric Bnvirerangnd DivisienMapanciypdesloeell b y
audit area D69, D71 is also visible which includes the Northern part of Hillsborough. Both D69 & D71 are
located withinLisburn and Castlereagh City Coail area.
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The D69 Audit Area

The aea for this audit was informedbyh e map f or o6 Draft Heri tage Audi
Historic Environment Division (HEDWhere the designation of audit areas followed electoral areas,

and over 60% of the audit arehave approximately 480 ¢(#80) heritage assets in eadlis map

(Map 1) was taken as a departure point and Hillsborough was examined as part of the audit area (D69)
that Norton identified. Some assets (Duneight etc) are included from the D71 audi trisa

features the Northern section of Hillsborougtine audit map splits Hillsborough into two parts.An

initial long list was drafted of the D69 audit area and this is included Heksiudes Hillsborough

itself as these are detailed in the assetssssent forms)lowns and villages in the audit area are:

Hillsborough (South), Moira, Culcavy, Halfpenny Gate, Mazetown, McKees Dam.

9 Listed Buildings
Main Street buildings, various, Moira largely B1
Former Court House, Moira 19419, B2

Moira RailwayStation, 18469, B+ Station Building, Waiting Room, Signal Box,
Walling & Crane

Lisnashanker House, 11 Redhill Road, Dromore 18202 (at risk)
Redhill House, 15 Bottier Rd, Dromore 18389, B2

Kilwarlin House, Hillsborough, 186@9, B1- House, outbudings, piers, gates,
walling and railings

Kilwarlin Manse, 18261839, B1

Kilwarlin Moravian Hall, 18201839, B1

Kilwarlin Moravian Church, 1821839, B1

Lock Keeperdés House, 146 HiIBI sborough Rd,

160 & 162 Ballygowan Rd, Hillsborougth70619, B2- Brett states that the
buil dings seem to be t-tmdwdawser & rovd tvti angge 0
Downshirebds Kilwarlin Estate, possible or

I Sites and Monuments
Crannog at Risk above Moira at J1427660
Rough Fort, Bivallate Rath, Risk, Moira, State Care, J1423060480
Pretty Marybés Fort, Bi vall ate Rath, Aughn
Henge, Early Christian and Post Medieval at Carnalbanagh East J1522060380

Rat h: Simpsonés For6600at Taughlumny J16190
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Ecclesiastical Sité Church and Graveyard at Blaris J2488062710
Early Christian Rath, Scheduled, at Ballintine, J2628062850
Second Early Christian Rath: Ballintine Rath, Scheduled, at Ballintine J2662062730
9 Industrial
Moira Station, Maghermesk a15746183
Moira Good Shed, Level Crossing and Milepost at J15796186
Distillery i Linen Factory site at Culca\d23756023
Bridge Quay and Coal Stores at Culcd?g786120
Viaduct and Milepost at Culcavj23876133
Union Locks and Lock House, Lagan Canal, Blari32&966264
Quarry, Old Warren, near Blari25956297
Costell obs Bridg2346228 Bal |l intine/ Bl ari s
Steam powered flax mill near McKees Dag8195715
Shaft at Maze€21956146
Brickfield at MazeJ21926159
Limekilns at Clarehill Quarries at Clare, Moira J15616026
Corn Mill at Gortnacor Uppel19346176
Millrace at Gortnacor Uppel18986213
Brickfield - Clay Pit at Lisadian J21305996
1 Parks and Gardens
Moira Castle Demesnes-@B4 Register
Hillsborough CastlésroundsB027 Register
Kilwarlin Moravian Church D031 Register
M Defence

Scheduled Zone DOW 014:052 Below Mazetown Defence heritage featirea 2
T Pillbox

DHP No. 71.00 Airfield Below Mazetown
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Scheduled Zong Airfield T Type T2 Hangars, Airfield and/WIl defensive features
including pillbox and blast shelters.

DHP No. 120.00 Airfield

Observation Post at Edentrillick (nearest ancillary evidence of defence hérBdge
miles southwest of Hillsborough between Hillsborough and Dromore)

DHP No. 0.00 Cenme of resistance on obstacle, SW of Maghaberry
i Battle sites

None in the audit area

For reference- The D71 Audit Area

As part of Hillsborough is located in the D71 Audit Afsae map on page Rwas deemed useful to

provide a broad outline of assets in this area also. Towns and villages in the area include; Drumbeg,
Ballylesson, Drumbo, Ravernet, Hillsborough (north), The Temple, Boardmills, Baileysmill,

Annabhilt, and Dromara. This area is dhat hasa relatively high concentration of evenly distributed

sites and monuments. They include; Toddés Grove,
banks with an intervening ditch J2797061570; Drumbo, Scheduled zoned tower; Crannog at
Wrightés I sland J3459058260; Two crannogs on Lol
and one at J2887053830; Magheraknock FaittJ3444055900 just within audit area off A49 and SE

of Baileysmill- On the summit of the highest hill in the areautegd to be the highest farmed land in

Co.Down, this enclosure enjoys magnificent views all round. Parks and gardens in the area are;

Larchfield D086, Register, near Ravernet River; BelvedetE0B, Supplementary, above Drumbo.

There are also a range offelece assets in the audit area; Observation post, DHP No. 255.00, south

east of Hillhall; Heavy antaircraft battery, DHP No. 24.00, east of Hillhall; Centre of resistance in

support, DHP No. 0.00, off B178 towards Carryduff, on right (1/3); Heavyaaotaft battery, DHP

No. 27.00, off B178 towards Carryduff, on right (2/3); Heavy-airtraft battery, DHP No. 27.00, off

B178 towards Carryduff, on right (3/3); and Observation post, DHP No. 255.00, S/SE, below

Ravernet; Centre of resistance on obstdatf? No. 0.00, north of Hillsborough.
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Historic Environment Map Viewer  (zoomfor more detail)  Department for Communities

324,621 60 358,632.55 Meters Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland - © Crown Copyright and Databaze Right (2016

= [a ]
Map of primary audit area of Hillsborough village as located within the D69 audit area, as illustrated in
Historic Environment Map Viewer

Heritage: Economic and Community Value

6Creating qual iimpsoveg urbarceavironmemtrwihin ghb keysettlements can

ensur emakpil magcée i s c -enaking. Bromoting andl protectingithe rich variety of built
heritage assets across the Council area recognises the importance of integrating the ofidevithn e w. ©6
Lisburn and Castlereagh Local Development RldPreferred Options Paper, 2017

In the Lisburn and Castlereagbcal Development PlaRreferred Options Papeyublished in March

2017, there is reference mad efsuppeméntary guidanpeor t anc e
exists to support regional policy, including: Living Pldcés Urban Stewardship and Design Guide
(September 2014§Building on Traditioni A Sustainabldesign Guide for the Northern Ireland
Countrysidé(May 2012);CreatingPlace$(May 2000); and a suite of Development Control Advice
Notes (DCAMNs)téer(ms2)of the built enviroidemdynt , t he
define and designate areas of built and natural herifageat ur e s 6 , odalesgh arsdgualijyor t g o
pl aces; ¢ Gdrandforrd @mmmugities andicneate attractive places to live, work and invest.
Creating quality places through an improwetlan environment within the key settlements can ensure
Opl-maxlei ngd i s oenaking. Tdé repbrbalsa heghblighss ihawrgmnoting and

protecting the rich variety of built heritage assets across the Council area recognises the importance of
integrating the old with he n el86 (17

Further the plan outlines how it will protect theilt environment at Strategic Objective F: Protecting
and Enhancing the Built and Natural Environment. The plan aims; to develop strategic policy that
supports therotection of our built and natural environment recognising its contribution to economic
growth, health anavellbeing; to conserve and where possible enhance our Conservation Aréaeasd
of Townscape/Village Character as important assets; to protect listed buildings and other built
heritage assetsnd promote their sensitive-use to hip create a sense of place; to enhance the design
quality of new buildings and town and village centres to promote {$aeging and maximise

benefits for communities (24).

T h 8uilttHeritage Regional Development Strategy 2FDS) outlines that soeiy should
6conserve, protect and, where possibl e, enhance
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regard to our built environment, the following is outlined in RG11 of the RDS: Identify, protect and
conserve the built heritage; Identify, pgot and conserve the character and built heritage assets
within cities, towns and villages; Maintain the integrity of built heritage assets, including historic
landscapes (181).

Key Issue 18: Promoting Hillsborough Castle &g Tourism Destinatioit The Council area has

rich variety of historic, architectural and industrial heritage. The development of Hillsborough Castle
(managed by Historic Royal Palaces) provides the Council area with a unique tourism destination.
The ambitions of Historic Roy&alaces will be realised over the next five years through a
programme of capital projects and associated activititsborough Conservation Area is one of the
finest examples of Conservation Areas with a rich array of high quality buildings dathey18h

and early 1fh centuries. The historic town is one in which residential and small scale commercial
uses ceexist side by side. The tourism potential of Hillsborough in association with the development
of HillsboroughCastle will continue to bekey focus requiring careful management arglistainable
approach which respects the historicsettimgd  hi st ori ¢ park, garden & de
proposals for the development of Hillsborouggrest Park will further support tourism and encourage
footfall between kewareas. The Council recognises the contribution of the built heritage in supporting
the growth of tourism, culture and leisure activities and seeks to encourage appropriate initiatives to
support sustainable tourism in key locations.

Hillsborough Forest Proposed Development Phase |
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Overview of the Audit Area of Hillsborough

Hillsborough is one of 15 market towns in Co. Down. Samuel LewAsTiopographical Dictionary

of Ireland 1837 described Hillsborough and it gives an interesting snapshot of the place in the early

part of the nineteent h-towre(formerly & parliathentary boroogh)rapdo r at e d
a parish, in the barony of laceoorignally, talled Grgryn, count y
derived its present name from a castle erected by Sir Arthur Hill in the reign of Charles I, which at the
Restoration was made a royal fortress by Charles Il, who made Sir Arthur and his heirs hereditary
constables, with 2@/arders and a welippointed garrison. The castle is of great strength and is

defended by four bastions commanding the road from Dublin to Belfast and Carrickfergus: it is still

kept up as a royal garrison under the hereditary constableship of the pasguness of Downshire,

a descendant of the founder, and is also used as an armoury for the yeomanry. At the time of the
Revolution, the army of William Il encamped under its walls: and during the disturbances of 1798

the royal army encamped on the Blarisor, within two miles of this place. The town, which is built

on the summit and declivities of a hill, consists of one principal and three smaller streets, and contains

214 houses, many of which are of handsome appearance; it is well paved, pattizitydigd amply

supplied with water conveyed by pipes from the neighbouring hills (679). A further summary of its

history details that it was in the early part of the seventeenth century that Sir Moyses Hill was granted

lands in an area of Co Down variouglyown as Kilwarlin and Crommelin. In 1630 his son, Peter,

began the erection of a village and fort. By 1660 the village had become a royal garrison with

hereditary Constables. In 1662 he obtained a royal charter for a village to be known as

OHIi | | sbArowmgdh él 744 Lord Hill sborough had made kn
éwith a stately market house in the centred. By
|l eases to tenants with the r eqohouseohbeickorstotne@at &éa ¢
|l i med be erected with a minimum size stipul ated.
oat mar ket in the Northdéd. By 1778 progress on th
shows it being served by the Badti Dublin turnpike. The main street dates, in the main, from the

late 18th century.

L)
(ARIA
\1 ¢
.’\\\'

~ b
|
|
'K

|

l‘

View of Main Street, Hillsborough, 2009. Photograph by Albert Bridge
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Photographs of Old Hillsborough from www.lisburn.com

Hillsborough 18

Corner of Lisburn St, Ballynahinch St and Main St, 1969

pg.9


http://www.lisburn.com/

Distinguishing Attributes of Hillsborough and Assets in the Audit Area

1 Hillsborough is distinguished by iGeorgian architecture and street layout.

9 Hillsborough Castle is thefficial home of the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, and a
royal restdence.

9 Hillsborough was a mayoral town before Lisburn.

1 There are some notable plamdillsborough Castle Gardenisicluding a very large

Rhododendron arboretum hybrid, which is in the Guinness Book of Records

1 Wills Hill, First Marquis ofDownshireand a former Secretary of State is said to have
invented the screw top bottle.

1 Cromlyn Clapel is located in the grounds of Hillsborough Castle as is a Quaker Burial
Ground. The Quakers walk there annually to preserve their right of way.

1 St Mal achyo6s Chur ch i"sentarpohwsch it the ceuwhty anth@aneal r an d e
thebest18cent ury churches in I|Ireland. Hugh Di xon

most sophisticated and uniform example of

f St Malachy6s is |l ocated on a very picturesqus:t

proximity to Hillsborough Fort, another relatively unique asset.

Main Street and Lisburn Street are the oldest streets in Hillsborough.

The local history society is named Hillsborough Old Guard, which was initially constituted to

create a book on the local ge of Hillsborough village. They are now a history society that

has recreated the uniforms of the old guard according to the original designs. They organise
history events, talks, exhibitions and reminiscence evenings.

9 21 Lisburn Street, Out of Habit det shop is considered the last true interior of the village. It
was built in the 1700s and had one room upstairs and one downstairs. It as a 12 pane ground
floor window, stone and brick detailing and original details remain including the first floor
hipped ceiling. It has only an outdoor toilet.

1 The Downshire Monument 1848 in Monument Field is an A listed monument and is
important for its unique nature; its history and origin so firmly tied to the history of
Hillsborough.

1 Kilwarlin Battle Garden is the oplexample of this garden type in Northern Ireland and there
are only a handful of examples of Battle Gardens in the UK. It is thus a rare learning example
in historic and landscape terms.

= =4

Archaeology and Landscape

Duneight Motte and Bailey are locatedthe D71 audit ared.4 miles from Hillsborough via the
Comber Road. The motte is roughly triangular in shape and is guarded on the west side by a
substantial ditch and bank. It has a maximum width of about 17.5m and rises about 10m above the
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ditch on he west side. The Ravernet River forms the southern boundary. Between the motte and the
bailey is a ditch about 8m wide and 1.8m d&épe Dshaped bailey extends to the east and there is a
shallow outer ditch to the north and east. The maximum dimensieraout 30m &V and 40m N

S. Excavation showed that the bailey may be a remodelledg@raan structure. It may have been

the Dun Echdach mentioned in the Annals in 1003 and 1010. Excavation also uncovered a collared
urn with a cremation burial, evideno&Bronze Age activityDuneight Mill is a complex of nine
apartments/units that is located adjacent to the state care monument Duneight Motte and Bailey.
Duneight Mill is an asset that could be linked with Duneight Motte and Bailey to increase patential
group visits and community involvement. Recommend exploring potential for sharing parking for this
purpose.

Duneight Motte and Bailey and Signage. Photogr :

Contextual photograph showing Duneight House (bottom left), Duneight Mill behind this and Duneight Motte
ad Bailey in top right of photograph
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Potential Heritage Asset to link with Duneight Motte and Bailey

Rough Fort, Moira

Moira, in the D69 audit area, is located 7.5 miles from Hillsborobghtured irA Guide to the

Historic MonumentsoNor t her n | r e | Raugh Fortis cl&sifeed as an@arly @hdsfian
monument. In all probability the origin of the name Mugfthe Plain of the Ring Forts) has been
anglicised from the original Irish Magh Rath. From which of the many raths or forts in the district it
derives its title is a manner of uncertainty. Perhaps the best preserved example to be seen is the
"Rough Fort"on the Old Kilmore Road in the townland of Risk. 1/3 mile (0.5 km) west of Moira at
the roadside on Old Kilmore Road, in Risk townland. This is apveerved, unexcavated rath. The
high, roughly circular central area is slightly dished, surroundeddegp ditch, a bank and outer

ditch, much silted up and partly occupied by the road. A causeway on the east side gives access to the
central area. As there is evidence of an earlier rath of the early Christian era within Duneight Motte
and Bailey, it woulde interesting to link Duneight Motte and Bailey with Rough Fort at Moira which
is in relatively close proximity9.8 miles)

Other archaeological remains in and near Hillsborough

Hillsborough Rathi Within the grounds of the strategically located Hitisough Fort is remains of an
earlier structure. Excavations (1968prevealed a circular enclosure; this, probably with an inner

bank, appears to have defended a small settlement or farm, and material recovered suggests that the
site had been occupied ssEarly Christian times (c. 5a®00 A.D.). A portion of the excavated

ditch has been left ope@ynthia Gaskell Brown and N. F. Brannon wrote a detailed account of the
Rath, its discovery, excavations, and artefacts located within in the Ulster Jduknethaeology,

Vol. 41, 1978

Corcreey Enclosure (Rath), Grid Ref2137058650 The site consists of a circular enclosure, ¢.38m

in diam., defined by the slight traces of a spread bank & ditch at S & the break in slope at N. The bank
is 10m wide & at bé<€0.5m above the interior & the same above the external ditch which is 8m wide

& 0.5m deep. The interior slopes down from S. The houses & associated track way noted on the 1950
OS 6" map, situated close to the site, have been removed. The raths DOW @&1d0J0é&re visible

to NE & E respectively (as detailed on the NISMR databaseessed 29/3/19).
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Case Study of Best Practicé community events & local historical society The Moate,
Cornashee

The Moate, Cornashee

There are a proliferation @rchaeological remains including; raths, crannogs, enclosures, forts, and
round towers in the Upper Lough Erne area and County Fermanagh generally. Indeed the county has
the highest concentration of archaeological remains in Northern Ireland. There arkesoaspects

of archaeology, scheduled monuments and remains in the Upper Lough Erne area. Some of these are
on private land such as The Moate, Cornashee, Lisnaskea. This site is well integrated in the
community. It is used by the local school, Moat RuiynSchool, as part of its learning programme.
Currently there is annual use of the site for Maguire inauguration celebration. Lisnaskea Historical
Society features the site in their promotional material and they are involved in an annual Maguire
Inauguraion celebration. The site has rich archaeological significance and has the potential to be an
important heritage attraction for Lisnaskea. This is a site located on private land where access is
arranged with prior notice. There would be potential to agaimilar access and community and

school events annually at Duneight Motte and Bailey.

EED

Cornashee, Centre for Archaeological Fieldwork Interpretation, from Geophysical Survey Report, No. 13, by
Dr. Steven Trick, 2007
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Assets of Interest

There are a remiaable range of assets in Hillsborough representing a broad span of historic periods

from Early Christiari Hillsborough Rath and the Rath in Hillsborough Forest, to tHecéturyi

artillery fort founded by Peter Hill in 1630, to the™@&nturyi thebeautiful Georgian buildings and
streetscape of Hillsborough village and its conservationiabea i | di ngs i ncl uding St
Church and Church Screen, Hillsborough Castle, the Court House, important streets such as Main
Street, Lisburn Street and Batlhinch Street, The Square and Arthur Terrace, and Downshire

Monuments in the village and in Monument Field. A few of these assets are described here and these
and others are detailed in the asset assessment forms.

Hillsborough Rath

In the spring of 1966t was noted that there was evidence within thesftaped Hillsborough Fort

that there was a depression some 8ft wide forming an arc of a circle some 152 ft in diameter. It

appeared possible that this depression indicated a rath ditch and so ditngilscume 4ft wide and

28ft long was made on the south side of the presumed rath ditch. The rath did indeed exist and its

lower filling waterlogged preserving natural and worked wood fragments. Cynthia Gaskell Brown
completed the trail cutting in June B6-urther excavation followed drainage work on the site and

this resulted in clearance of the ditch for half the diameter of the rath, which revealed remains of

various later stone buildings. The work was completed in 1969 and the ditch left opeasaed gs

part of the monumerih State Care. Gaskell Brown (1978), writing in the Ulster Journal of

Archaeol ogy observes; o0it is clear that this str
than was previously imagined. The finds from the rath ditch are not clogeblelebut the profusion

of souterrain ware, suggests a broadly Early Christian date, the decorated cordons perhaps indicating a
later rather than an earlier bracket in that period. The rath may well have been used for temporary
defence during constructianf t he fort in the 1650s and-I| ater |
80).

Image from Gaskell Brown (1978) showing location of rath within the fort
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Another Rath, Hillsborough Forest. Photograph by Albert Bridge Geograph. Rath located on a hill bas

been subsumed by the forest

Map of Hillsborough Castle Demesne
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Hillsborough Fort

P vy

Hillsborough Old Fort, Wedding Banquet, 1837, illustration by John Johnston

Trevor Neill of Lisburn Historical Society has written on the Hills of Hillsborough and shared an
account of the wedding banquet that was held in Hillsborough Fort in October 1837,

6For the greater part of the eanthgdgheHilksefnt h century
Hillsborough, Marquesses of Downshire, were among the leading families in the realm, owning

extensive estates in the three kingdoms. Indeed, it was said that on travelling between Larne, Co.

Antrim and Blessington, Co. Wicklow, one wasver out of sight of Hill family lands. The village of
Hillsborough was the hub of this large empire.' Here, the family had their principal residence,

Hillsborough Castle, which replaced their earlier home, Hillsborough Fort, lovingly restored about

1770 ty Wills Hill, first Marquess of Downshire'.

It was on the 'Green of the Fort' on 4 October 1837 that the tenants of the estates celebrated the
marriage of thegoung Earl of Hillsborough (later fourth Marquess) to Caroline Frances, elder
daughter of the first Viscount Combermere. (The happy event had actually taken place on 23 August
of that year). The Ulster Times contained a lengthy and detailed accounjaififications, [part of

which is included here]:

... the Marguess and Marchioness of Downshire [the third Marquess and his wife] celebrated
the recent marr@e of the Earl of Hillsborough by a fete which, taken in all its details, we
presume to be almost without a parallel in the kingdom, certainly nothing of the kind has
occurred in the north of Ireland for very many years at all comparable to it in gramdkeur
extent. The festival consisted in a dinner given on the castle green [the greensward around the
Fort] to the tenantry on the Downshire estate, and the preparations were commensurate with
the princely extent of the domain and the importance of the eetftirated to the parties
assembled.

On entering the park gate we found the outer lawn occupied by an ox, roasted whole, with a
due accompaniment of ale, and all necessary preparations for the distribution of these good
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things to the populace of Hillsbargh and the classes of labourers and others not
comprehended among the tenantry. On entering the castle green itself, the scene which burst
on the eye was in the highest degree striking and gratifying.

In the area were laid thirtfpur tables, with from 10 to 130 covers each, and the whole of

this immense range of accommodation was occupied by respectable and substantial farmers
tenants and sons of tenanfsom the Marguess of Downshire's estate ... From our own
repeated and cautious computation we ¢amathat the smallest number who sat down to
dinner must have been 3,500 individuals...

Such was the merriment at Hillsborough to celebrate the young Earl's wedding.

The illustration included here is by John Johnston, a deaf and dumb pupil of ClaiBettast,

[who] recorded the scene at the banquet, just after grace was said, while Mrs Louisa Morris, a local
school teacher, depicted the scenes at the dinner and the chairing of the Countess. Hand coloured
lithographs were made from these three illuiires and copies given to members of the principal
tenantry.

Though the Hills are gone from Hillsborough, their legacy lingers on in the charming village they
helped to create. Unlike many landed families in Ireland, they were considered good landlords an
took a healthy interest in all aspects of life on their extensive estate. Hillsborough is a pleasant legacy
of their stewardship and reflects this grand restrained manner.

St Mal achyés Church exterior, Appgroagths tmy SWMa rMiad rarcé y (
Boal

Saint Malachyds Church

Saint Malachyds Church is a key architectural el
architectural style from the majority of buildings in the vilageGe or gi an Got hi ckd as
6 Qer gi anb. It is picturesquely situated with sub
of note in communication with the church. The <ch
House and Parish rooms at the front gates (known ahtheh screen). These buildings were

originally school rooms, girls to the Il eft in tFh

Sextonbés House now has a museum of WWI and WWI I
residents in the village. The paiishers raised all the money to develop this museum
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Mace of the Corporation and Stained Glass in St Mal ac
place of the ashes of Sir Hamilton Harty 1841 It is the work of Rosamund Praedenotographs by
Mari anne Ob6Kane Boal

The Court House. Photograph by Marianne O¢

The Court House

Formerly the Market House, the central arcade was built in 1769 by Wills Hill, the First Marquis of
Downshire with the north and south wings and tbelcand bell added in 1810. The central arcade

was used as a market house from the 1760s. The north wing was used as a courthouse from its
addition in 1810 until 1986 and the south wing was used as amapé&st hall. The building is now

the tourist infemation centre for the village and the south wing continues to be used for events. The
building has a granite plinth and sandstone details including cornices, urns and balls. The first floor is
harled and painted and above is the clock tower, cupola aattieveane.
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Hillsborough Castle and Grounds

Samuel Lewis in 1837 noted; OHill sborough Castl e
the west end of the town, is in a demesne richly embellished with wood; in the grounds is a fine lake,
and the scenery is pleasingly diversified and hi

the greatest landowners in Co. Down with 78,051 acres. Hillsborough Castle was described by the late
SirCharlesBretta®iby f ar t he I|Ihaowseti manmdorgtrla n@ewnty Down.
Belmont; it was, for 150 years, the home of the Marquesses of Downshire.

Industrial Archaeoloqgy

The Council area contains a wide range of industrial heritage/archaeology features ranging from old
mills, bridges and tanneryds to railway stations
economic/industrial history. Numerous other sites of industrialdgerican be found throughout the

council area. In the immediate Hillsborough area, however, there are limited remains of industrial

heritage. E. R. R. Green in thadustrial Archaeology of County Downas discussed some of the

former contextofindustla her i t age in the area; O6As the I|linen
the sale of brown or unbleached linen had developed in the principal towns and villages. Banbridge

was the more important market in the county and others were held at such plRcemaatrick,
Ballynahinch, Hillsborough, Portaferryé At Banbr
| ocal | andowners, but el sewhere in Co. Down the
weaving factories were built on the sitetifer enterprises. Hillsborough distillery was first

converted into a woollen mill about 1870 and then a hwearing mill in 1876 by the Hillsborough

Linen Co. Ltd. Culcavy TD. O.S.14 Grid ref. 2376

A description of the distillery/mill is included n  E . R. R. Gr ee-stdieybribkook; 6A
building, originally a distillery, consisting of two blocks at right angles, one measuring 42ft by 80ft

and the other 30ft x 170ft. The buildings are roughcast and have wooden casement windows. The
watewheel was placed between the two blocks in a position now occupied by a turbine. The distillery

was built by Hercules Bradshaw of Hillsborough in 1826. About 1837 there were three stills and

annual consumption of 2000 tons of grain and 40 men inregufaiemy ment é Br ads haw al
a brewery in Hillsborough, established in 1810, which stood opposite the church gates on a site now
occupied by a small park and statue of thé#arquis of Downshire (gd ref. 243588) (44).

The Department cfommunitiesMon u ment and Bui l dings Record ( MBR)
Heritage Record?o, a mapD, OfG Beladt. ar chi ve accessi bl e

There was originally a high concentration of industrial heritage in the Duneight, Ravernet and

Culcavy area near Hillsborobigand there are remains of this heritage still in evidence. The Culcavy

Mi | | or former Hill sborough Linen Company has be
Old Mill 6. The | inen company-19%6aistalpasshe woul d have
Hillsborough Woollen Company before changing its name in 1871. The mill pond survives but is

located on private property. An example of industrial heritage that was referenced by C. E. B. Brett in

1974 is Millvale House and adjoining mill buildings. Thésee been renovated as living
accommodation and are in a good state of repair.
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whitewashed fivebay twostorey house, with black painted trim, Georgian glazing complete, a double
window above the doorway; in a naw little valley; at right angles a range of wikdipt mill
buil dings, of random rubbl e, with inset quoi ns

23 Millval e, Mi |1 Buil dings. Photographs courtesy of

Duneight Mill, an example of a formerill building that has been renovated to house a series of
apartments/units. This is a good example of adaptive reuse.

The Smbles, HiIIrugh, Disused but wediserved pump, at the Dromore Road end of Park Street.
Photographs by Albert Bridge
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Milestone, Hillsborough Fort This milepost, which has been moved from Sprucefield near Lisburn, now stands
outside the entrance to Hillsborough Fort. Second infagenshire estate boundary post near Moira. Photograph by
Albert Bridge

Old chimneyAghandunvarran near HillsboroughAccor di ng to the photographer Al be
|l ocated in the grid sqguarnearHillsbomughaso mctused abavegd it mightbeMc Ke e 86 s |
reasonable to guess that the two weoanected. Not listed and notoeth of f i ci al at ri sk registe

'3 ' "

o TR

The Old Mill housing development on the site of Hillsborough Linen Company Mill, Culcavy. Photograph by Albert
Bridge on Geograph. Bridge near Duneight Motte and Bailey, approximatelle$s from Hillsborough. Photograph
by Marianne Ob6Kane Boal
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Access Path and Old Railway Bridge Newport/Culcavy, Photographs by Albert Bridge. Acces$Hheattiginal

entrance from the Culcavy Ridat led to Eglantine All Saints Church. When the railway embankment was built, a

tunnel was provided for the parishioners to gain access to the church. BFitlgévy-clad abutments of a bridge

which once carried the GNR(I) Knockmore Jct (righBantridge/Castlewellan line across what is now officially

known as Harryod6s Road. The Iline closed in 1956. The vi e\

Two Views of the Old Railway Embankmeatsurviving stretch of old railway embankment at Newport/Cujcan
the Knockmore side of the bridgeéhotographs by Albert Bridge

Historic Environment Map Viewer  (zcomfor more detail)  Department for Communities
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Map showing location of Duneight Mill alongside Duneight Motte and Bailey and Blaris: Duneight House

pg.22



Case Study of Best Practicé Reuse of former industrial building- Duneight Mill near
Hillsborough

Duneight Mill, exterior views

Duneight Mil |l is the historical home of Dune
from Duneight Manor in green countryside overlooking the River Ravernet. Itis a
development of nine dwellings, rest¢d from an original working Linen Mill.

The ancient fort at Duneight, (or Ddathach as it was originally known), was home to

Eochaidh, one of the many kings of Ulidia and the site of a great battle in 1010 between the
Ulidians and the Kinel Owen. Aexcavation of the lower mound in 1958 uncovered several

ancient weapons and pieces of pottery which are now in the Ulster Museum. Duneight Mill

itself started life in 1710 and was originally powered by a water wheel positioned in the River
Ravernet. Thisltanged in 1810 when industrialisation of the linen industry led to the
addition of the Engine Room and Chimney Towe
this sensitive restoration), were specifically designed to help dry the raw linen by allowing in

plenty of sunlight.

Duneight Mill, interior views
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Buildings at Risk

Old Dispensary 55 Dromore Road, current state of repair. Photograph by Nessa O'Callaghan

Perhaps there is potential to renovate and repair the old dispensary to create digiegehistory
akin to Hills Chemist at #nUlster American Folk Parkp®6). Eglantine House, below, and its
renovation could be taken as an example of best practice to show the possibilities in renovation.

Eglantine House, on the at risk registentil 2011. Recently completely renovated and saved. See asset
assessment form for further details.
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Example of Best Practicd Hills Chemist at the Ulster American Folk Park

Hills Chemist was established in Strabane between 1870 and 1885. Theghnjildiated as a

chemist shop until the later 1980s. The shop front, fittings and furnishings have been preserved at the
Ulster American Folk Park in Omagh. It was originally located on Castle Street, Strabane and the
black and white photo below dating frarh925 shows the previous setting of the chemist.

It is very fortunate that this traditional building has been preserved in all its former glory and is a time
capsule of an old fashioned dispensary. This gives an excellent indication of best pratiiee for
conservation and preservation of this heritage asset and provides an indication of how the old
dispensary in Hillsborough as a building at critical risk could be revitalised as a heritage asset and
destination on a tourist trail.
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Hills Chemistinterior at the Folk Park andlooking Northeast along Castle Street, Strabane, Hills Chemist on
the left, Northern Bank on the right c1925.
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Collections of Interesti NMNI

The National Museums of Northern Ireland (NMNI) have a collection of artefantsected with
Hillsborough.This includes archaeological remains such as sdokped bronze and socketed iron
spearheads from the Middle Bronze Age and medieval times respectively. It also includes a range of
polished axes found in Hillsborough Parérfr the Neolithic Age. Other types of axes include the flat
Harbison type Ballyvalley from the Middle Bronze Aagped the flanged Hhison type Derryniggan

from the Middle Bronze Age, a rapier from the Middle Bronze Age, a ceramic urn cordoned from the
Early Bronze Age and a flint scraper from the Neolithic Age.

There are a good quantity of recorded species such as slime mould, fungus, moss and vascular plants
that have been found in Hillsborough Park, Hillsborough Demesne, Hillsborough Park Lake, and
Hillsborough Castle grounds, Oglesgrove Nursery, Aqueduct, Lagan and Hillsborough Forest from

the mid nineteenth century onwards. There are also fossils, rocks, shells, butterflies, flies, beetles,
hoverflies, insects, animal skulls, bird skins and bird eggjseirollection. There are a number of

items of clothing/costume that include the Hillsborough Fort Guard waistcoat and breeches, the

Hill sborough Fort warderds coat, buttons and an
waistcoat and trousers. There a number of lithographs representing Hillsborough and the area
photographic prints, photographic film negatives, photographic lantern slides and postcards. There is a
seal; linen seal, a hand barrepwossibly used in the shambles in Hillsboroughcmrying meat and a

chil ddéos size wheel barrow. There are sound recoro
of responses to queries on various funeral customs. In all, the collection provides a diverse range of
artefacts, documents, recorggand photographs that provide interesting historical information on
Hillsborough.

Hillsborough Conservation Area

Hillsborough Conservation Area as illustrated in the Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council Development Plan
Position Paper 7: BuilHeritage October 2015

ConservatiorAreasareareasf specialarchitecturabr historicinterestdesignatedby the Department

underArticle 50 of The Planning(NI) Order1991.They range in scale from city and town centres to
villages and relatively small residential parks and streets. Conservation Area designation introduces
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control over the demolition of unlisted property in the area and affords protection to trees. The prime
consideration in assessing whether new development proposals are acceptable will be the desirability
of preserving or enhancing the character and appearance of these areas. Regional policy for
Conservation Areas is set outRS 6: Planning, Archaeologgdithe Built Heritage. At 7.2 of this
document it is explained thatiany of our cities, towns and villages contain areas of architectural or
historic interest which have a particular character considered worthy of conservation. The Department
has desigrtad a number of these areas as conservation areas. Great importance is attached to the
preservation of the existing character and appearance of such areas allied to the promotion of their
economic welbeing. Also at 7.11 of this document it is explaineat development beyond the
conservation area itself can have significant impact on the area; Special care is also needed in the
location and design of development proposals close to a conservation area. Inappropriate development
outside a conservation arean have a detrimental effect on the character and setting of the area. In

such cases new development will be expected to respect the character and appearance of the adjacent
conservation area while the Department will also seek to retain importantimiand out of the area.

- . — g : - .
Hillsborough Conservation Area information booklet and guidance June 1976, courtesy of HMSO

Asset Assessment Categories

The categories chosen for the Heritage Asset Audit and the assets chosen for detailed assessment were
asfollows;

9 Listed Buildings
Hillsborough Castle
St . Mal achyés Church, Church Screen & Bui

Court House
Eglantine House

1 Groups of Buildings

11-13 the Square and 35 Main St, Hillsborough
16, 18 and Danske Bank, Ballynahinch St
Arthur Street Terrace

I Sitesand Monuments
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Hillsborough Fort
Downshire Monument
Duneight Motte and Bailey
Hillsborough Rath

9 Industrial

Duneight Mill
The Shambles, Hillsborough (Inns Court, Park Lane)

1 Parks and Gardens

Hillsborough Castle Grounds
Kilwarlin Moravian Church

M Defence

Obsevation Post at Edentrillick (nearest ancillary evidence of defence heritadge
milessouthwest of Hillsborough between Hillsborough and Dromore)

i Battle sites

Battle site recorded in Annals of the Four Masters at Duneight in 1010. It was fought
by Flaithbheartach Ua Neill against Nial son of Dubhthuinne (defending). Grid ref
J27776078

Nearest major battle of noteBattle of Ballynahinch 1798.

1 Conservation Areas

Hillsborough

Below- As discussed in the Lisburn and Castlereagh City Colrmiklopment Plan Position Paper
7: Built Heritage October 2015

Defence Heritage- The council area contains a wide range of defence heritage features ranging from
airfields, antiaircraft batteries, observation posts, pillboxes and hangers to machine gun ranges. The
majority of these are derelict, some have been reused or alterestharglare in a state of decay or

have been demolished. In 1995 efence of Britain Projeavas launched by The Council for

British Archaeology (CBA) to coordinate recording work undertaken by volunteers. Two years later
Northern Ireland joined the pegjt with theDefence Heritage Project (DHR.small number of

dedicated volunteers have amassed an impressive record of many aspects of our defence heritage, and
over 300 sites of interest have been recorded, although coverage is not yet complete.
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Information collated from the RSA Heritage Index 2016

Table Adapted from Material in RSA Heritage Index

Category

Lisburn and Castlereagh Council

(ranked 7 out of 11 in the league table in terms of

assets and activity)

At Risk
Grade A ListedBuildings 11 1
Grade B+ Listed Buildings 43 0
Grade B Listed Buildings 409 18
Scheduled Monuments 98
Sites & Monuments 745
Industrial Heritage 364
Country/Forest Parks 1
Historic Parks & Gardens 709
Special Areas of Conservatior 0
Blue Plagues 11
Conservation Areas 3
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The Audit Area T Hillsborough
P\ - S ‘

Curved Building, View of Lisburn Street, Streetscape
Boal

Retail signagePh ot ographs by Marianne O6Kane Boal

CourtHouse, former Market HousB,bh ot ograph by Mari anne O6Kane Boal
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by Marianne O6Kane Boal

Memorials in Hillsborough to the Fourth Marquess of Downshire and War Memorial. Photographs
Mari anne Ob6Kane Boal
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Entryways that aid unfolding of heritage narrative i
Boal

Arthur Street Terraceh ot ogr aph by Mari anne O6Kane Boal

pg.32



Presbyterian Church, built 1833 but rebuilt in 1885, a hippeadf stucco bilding of subclassical character,
with round headed windows and nice little pagdsta ventilator on top. (Description by C. E. B. Brett, 1974).
Phot ograph by Marianne O6Kane Boal

Hillsborough FortP hot ograph by Mari anne O6Kane Boal
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Streetscape n Hi I | sborough, Photographs by Mari

L-R Bank in Ballynahinch Street, Sextonbs
Boal

anne

O6Kane

House, St Ma

Downshire Hall, former parish hall and former schesknovated as apartments. Encouraging seeing building
in use but unfortunate that PVC windows have been installed that is not in keeping with property,
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https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/articles/defence-heritage
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/articles/defence-heritage









http://www.lisburn.com/





















http://www.blackpigsdyke.ie/locations/fermanagh/
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/services/historic-environment-map-viewer
http://www.irishmegaliths.org.uk/fermanagh.htm
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