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Heritage Asset Report 

Bellaghy 

   

L-R Bellaghy Bawn, Knockoneill Court Tomb, Upperlands Historic Terrace and Industrial Heritage. 

Photographs by Marianne OôKane Boal  

The three introductory images endeavour to provide a preliminary feel for the audit area. In this case 

the Bellaghy area is distinguished for its unique archaeological heritage and hence Knockoneill Court 

Tomb is a prime example. Bellaghy Bawn is an important heritage asset in state care and the ward and 

village of Upperlands is important for its historic terrace and industrial heritage that includes the 

oldest active linen mill in Ireland (currently producing linen, cotton, home furnishings, upholstery, 

aviation and technical fabric www.wmclark.co.uk). 

 

Map 1 - óDraft Heritage Audit Areasô as compiled by Historic Environment Division. Audit areas at D30 and 

D31 are relevant. A long list was produced for the D30/D31 area with the final area for detailed discussion 

centred on D31 including Bellaghy and Lough Beg  



pg. 2 
 

Map 2 - Historic Environment Map Viewer showing the seven wards of the selected audit area; Bellaghy, 

Gulladuff, Lower Glenshane, Maghera, Swatragh, Upperlands & Valley  

Methodology 

This audit is part of a series which aims to gradually build up a picture right across Northern Ireland. 

Historic Environment Division (HED) have created a map of potential audit areas, and this Bellaghy 

audit refers to Map Areas D30 and D31. The audit areas follow electoral areas, and over 60% of the 

audit areas have approximately 480 (+/- 80) heritage assets in each. This map (see Map 1) was taken 

as a starting point with a long list of assets drawn up, before focusing in on the Bellaghy area, as this 

constituted a rich and varied heritage landscape where there were lesser known but important assets, 

particularly the industrial archaeology assets at Upperlands and the key archaeological assets around 

Maghera.   

The audit area of Bellaghy and environs saw a relatively comprehensive methodology applied. Seven 

wards were selected for study and audit purposes in the Bellaghy region. These reflect a concentrated 

area in and around Bellaghy and are namely; Bellaghy, Gulladuff, Lower Glenshane, Maghera, 

Swatragh, Upperlands & Valley. These areas are shown in the Historic Environment Map Viewer 

image (Map 2). Although desktop survey was a crucial and informative method of research, it was 

quickly identified that desktop survey in isolation would yield a limited perspective the area. The 

consultant combined field survey and site visits with desktop survey from the outset and this element 

of primary research began in February 2019 with site visits and these continued into March and April 

2019. It was felt that site visits to the ward areas of the audit were the fundamental core of the project 

and the best indication of the current state of potential assets. It also gave the consultant first-hand 

information and knowledge of the area so that observations and strategic recommendations could be 

asserted with increased authority in the final audit report. Site visits were conducted in Bellaghy and 

all of the aforementioned wards. 

Desktop survey and site visits were recorded by the consultant through taking an extensive range of 

photographs within the wards of the audit area. Over the period of 3 months a broad catalogue of 

photographs has been acquired which are an important primary resource in themselves. It was decided 

at the outset with NIEL and HED that the best way of recording the heritage assets within the audit 

area was through a range of predetermined wards. Seven wards were selected for the audit area. The 

majority of research carried out centres on these wards. There is, however, some discussion, when 
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appropriate of assets and heritage opportunities outside the selected ward areas. These asset examples 

are kept to a minimum and only cited when of importance to the audit areas or as examples of best 

practice that cannot be ignored.  

 

Electoral map that features the seven selected wards in yellow and blue in the upper portion of the 

map, namely; Lower Glenshane, Swatragh, Maghera, Upperlands, Gulladuff, Valley and Bellaghy 

There is an interesting observation to be made by the consultant on the shared assets between the 

Bellaghy and Hillsborough areas. In both of these audit areas there were various layers of strategic 

building on former archaeological sites. Bellaghy Bawn was built on the site of an Early Christian 

rath. Hillsborough Fort was also built on the site of an Early Christian rath. Dunglady Fort, an Early 

Christian rath also had numerous iterations. The site was used in the 17th century when 3 houses were 

built during the Plantation and in the 18th and 19th centuries it was used as a Quaker graveyard. 

Duneight Motte and Bailey north of Hillsborough were also built upon the site of an Early Christian 

rath. This is not uncommon practice for settlers to build on formerly strategic locations but it is 

interesting to note the commonalities that were found in the Bellaghy (Mid Ulster Council) and 

Hillsborough (Lisburn and Castlereagh Council) areas.   

Another important element of the methodology was consultation. This aspect was conducted through 

a range of methods (surveys, phone calls and discussions) including via NIEL through its online 

survey of organisations and individuals in the area. This consultation would also indicate a sense of 

opportunities and challenges on the ground locally from a variety of perspectives. Consultation and 

feedback proved fascinating in the Bellaghy audit area with representatives from local history 

organisations such as Bellaghy Historical Society and MHS Heritage and Culture Ltd providing key 

insights and knowledge. Other organisations that gave feedback included Seamus Heaney HomePlace, 

Bellaghy Bawn and the Institute of Historic Building Conservation (Northern Ireland Branch).  
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Without this crucial feedback from organisations and individuals the audit report would lose richness 

and grounded purpose.  

The D30 Audit Area 

An initial long list was drafted of the D30 audit area and this is included below. Towns and villages in 

the audit area are: Newferry, Bellaghy, Castledawson, Desertmartin, The Six Towns, Straw, 

Draperstown, Tobermore, Curran, and Knockcloghrim 

¶ Listed Buildings 

High Street buildings, various, Draperstown, mainly B1  

Court House, High Street, Draperstown, B 

Desertmartin Rectory and outbuildings, HB08/08/008, B1 

Workerôs Cottages (3) at Hillhead Rd, Knockcloghrim, B1 

Houses and shops, various, Main Street, Castledawson, mainly B and B1 

Park House at 32 Moyola Rd, Castledawson, HB08/10/021, B1 

Thatch Bar 1820 - 1839 at Castledawson, HB08/13/001, B1  

¶ Sites and Monuments 

Bellaghy Bawn, 17th century fortified, state care 

Scheduled Zone, Church, graveyard and bullaun: Church Island LDY 042:014 

Crannog and Rath at Ballymacpeake Upper at H9310098670 

Bivallate Rath reused as Quaker Graveyard at Broagh above Curran at H8942095730 

Early Christian, Mediaeval and Post-medieval church and graveyard, Ballynascreen 

Church, State Care, at Moneyconey at H7299090670 

Tullybrick Sweat House, Substantial Remains, below the Six Towns at H7142089200 

Doon Rath, Scheduled, W of Draperstown at H7616094000 

Counterscarp Rath, Fortwilliam, Tobermore, Scheduled at H8333097200 

Teardrop Shaped enclosure and Large enclosure at Tamniaran at H9404092840 

¶ Industrial 

Windmill 19thC, Scheduled, at Cabragh, Knockcloghrim at H8951796936 

BNCR Branch Line, Draperstown Station, Engine House, Goods House, Turntable, 

Cattle Pens at H78449484 
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 Wind pump at Moyheeland, Draperstown at H78669452 

  Kiln  at Tamnyaskey east of Draperstown at H81859466 

  Desertmartin Station, at Stranagard, BNCR Branch Line at H85259228 

  Sawmill at Cabragh, Knockcloghrim, at H89489718 

Creamery at Derganagh at H89019705 

BNCR Branch Line - Bridge, Station, Goods Store & Milepost (also Signal House) at 

Derganagh (Knockcloghrim) at H88479694 

Flax and Corn Mills ï Corn Mills Site at Tobermore at H83339660 

Flax Mill Site and Wind pump at Moneyshanere at H82219766 

Wooden Bridge at Moneyconey / Tullybrick, Ballynascreen Church at H72979061 

Pump 1880 ï 1899 at 16 Main St, Castledawson, B1 

Linen Works, Beetling & Bleach Green site on the Moyola River at Casltedawson at 

Tamniaran H93329330 

¶ Parks and Gardens 

Moyola Park, L-016, Register 

Ballyscullion Park and House, L-026, Register  

¶ Defence 

Observation Post, east of Castledawson DHP No. 275.00 

Control Tower, east of Toome, DHP No. 0.00 

Airfield, east of Toome, DHP No. 85.00 

¶ Battle sites 

Battle of Desertmartin fought on 24 October 1641, side A Garrison (defending) 

English/Scots, Side B Cormac OôHagan, Victory for side B. Grid Ref H854921Main 

Ref Young.RM, Historical Notices of Old Belfast,1896,p203 'Friar O'Mellans 

Narrative of the wars of 1641' Brantry Friary  

Battle of Loughinsholin fought in 1643, side A Irish (defending), Side B English, 

Victory for side A at grid ref H84759262. Main Ref O'Sullivan, A (1998), The 

archaeology of lake settlement in Ireland 

Skirmish at Moyola Bridge in October 1641, Side A Mr Waring: English refugees, 

Side B Insurgents Irish, Victory for Side A at H93219330 Main ref Maitland,W.H. 

(1916) History of Magherafelt, p5 
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Battle Site 1641at Shanemullagh; Tamniaran at H9321093290 

 Ulster Rebellion, 1641 and impact on Bellaghy Bawn 

Heritage: Economic and Community Value 

Patrick Shaffrey (2003) writing on Irish Towns commented that; óNorthern Ireland is one of the 

fastest growing regions in Europe. The regional population growth is twice the current United 

Kingdom rate and exceeds that of the Republic of Ireland. The population of Northern Ireland is 

expected to continue to grow and reach 1.835 million by 2025. This may generate a regional need for 

up to 250,000 additional dwellings by 2025ô. Indeed this forecasted statistic in population growth by 

Shaffrey has already been surpassed. The population reached 1.871 million in 2017. This population 

scale has implications for the regionsô villages, towns and cities and it is more important than ever 

that architecture is sensitively designed and adaptive reuse is promoted where possible in terms of 

developments.  

óFuture Places: Using Heritage to Build Resilient Communitiesô was a symposium that was held in 

November 2016 and a report on the symposium was subsequently produced. The initiative was 

important as it was collaboratively hosted by three key councils ï Council for Nature Conservation 

and the Countryside (CNCC), Historic Buildings Council (HBC) and Historic Monuments Council 

(HMC). This symposium demonstrated the centrality of heritage and the importance of local 

community in relation to promoting, safeguarding and connecting with this heritage. 

In the óLocal Development Plan 2030ô, the wealth of heritage in Mid Ulster is described; óMid Ulster 

has a unique social, economic and cultural history, the impacts of which are reflected in our 

distinctive historic landscape, archaeological sites, scheduled monuments and listed buildings. From 

our High Crosses of Ardboe and Donaghmore to the ancient OôNeillôs of Ulster at Tullaghhoge Fort 

and Hill of the OôNeill; our plantation villages of Draperstown and Moneymore; our industrial 

heritage of coal mining, lime kilns, flax mills and linen production of Coalisland and Upperlands; our 

infrastructural remnants of mill races, bridges, railway lines and the Ulster Canal; our large estates of 

Springhill and Lissan House; we have an extended variety of heritage assets reflecting the indigenous 

social and economic history of our people. The historic environment is relevant to and is a vibrant part 

of our local cultural and economic identityô (173). Although this is a discussion of the broader historic 

environment of Mid Ulster, there is a micro wealth of heritage assets in the audit area.  

It is important to outline some strands of the economic and community value of heritage for the 

purposes of this audit and the context of the Bellaghy Audit Area. MAG: The Ministerial Advisory 

Group for Architecture and the Built Environment issued a paper in 2017 entitled óRegeneration ï The 

Value of our Built Heritageô. This was in line with the fact that óHeritageô is one of MAGôs three 

guiding principles. Within the paper it was highlighted that heritage is not only an inheritance of the 

past but primarily a legacy for the future. The paper set out the potential economic value of heritage. 

Part of this is the reuse and adaptive use of buildings to add vibrancy to towns and cities.    

At the MAG Seminar óTalking Places ï Heritage: Attracting Investmentô Derry, April 2018, Paul 

Mullan, Head of Heritage Lottery Fund in Northern Ireland outlined his key views on heritage in its 

broadest sense. These views also related directly to the work of Heritage Lottery Fund in conjunction 

with the Department for Communities.  Mullan talked of the centrality of local communities to 

understanding the power of heritage; ñThe key element of heritage is people ï without this connection 

to people, we miss the point of our built environment and heritage beyond. It is crucial we make this 

connection continually between people and place, buildings and landscape. Community is essential. 
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Experts are important, but they are there to point out the assets around us so that we can all be part of 

unlocking their potentialò.  Mullan also noted that in terms of investment and regeneration, the 

Heritage Enterprise Model appears to be largely hotels in Northern Ireland. Elsewhere, however, this 

might be arts centres, enterprise hubs and education centres. The Seamus Heaney HomePlace centre 

demonstrates the adaption and reuse of a former RUC barracks site for cultural use and regeneration. 

Another recent event is the MAG Symposium on 27 March 2019 entitled óLoving Places: Local 

Distinctiveness in Making Great Placesô, and this again acknowledges the local knowledge and 

expertise that contributes to making great places and this is certainly evident in the Bellaghy audit 

area.    

Collections of Interest ï NMNI  

The National Museums of Northern Ireland (NMNI) have a collection of artefacts connected with the 

Bellaghy audit area. This includes archaeological remains such as a Plano Convex knife made of flint 

from the Neolithic/Bronze Age, a semi-perforated stone from Prehistoric times, a flint pointed 

implement from Mesolithic Age, a flint javelin head from the Neolithic Age, all discovered in 

Maghera.  It also includes a range of polished axes found in Maghera and Swatragh from the 

Neolithic Age. Other types of remains include; a flint scraper from the Neolithic Age and an 

arrowhead: petit tranchet derivative, both discovered at Glenshane Pass. Also included is a flint 

javelin head from the Neolithic Age discovered at Gulladuff.  

There are good quantities of recorded species such as moss and vascular plants that have been found 

in Glenshane Pass, Granaghan Hill, Maghera, Upperlands from the mid nineteenth century onwards. 

There are a range of single items in the collection; a fossil, a mammal recorded as species lutra lutra, a 

male otterôs skull and four interbasaltic rocks. There is a childôs dress attributed to makers at the 

Moravian settlement, a chair from Bellaghy, and a bedcover of unknown origin. There are a number 

of photographic prints, photographic film negatives, photographic lantern slides and postcards. These 

feature scenes and buildings from the Bellaghy area. There are sound recordings that feature a series 

of Living Linen interviews. Also included is a range of responses with cures for various ailments 

including sore throat, croup, ringworm, swelling, bronchitis, erysipelas, whooping cough and eye 

ulcers. In all, the collection provides a diverse range of artefacts, documents, recordings and 

photographs that provide interesting historical information on Bellaghy and the greater surrounding 

area.  

Distinguishing Attributes of Assets and the Audit Area  

¶ Bellaghy is one of the first planned villages/towns of Ireland. 

¶ Bellaghy Bawn is the best restored example to be found anywhere in Northern Ireland. 

¶ Bellaghy is the home place of Seamus Heaney, reputed to be the most important poet after 

William Butler Yeats and the area contains a range of important heritage assets connected 

with the poet. 

¶ Tirkane Sweathouse is well preserved and one of only a few such well-preserved sweathouses 

in Northern Ireland.  

¶ In the village of Upperlands is the oldest linen mill in Ireland, the William Clark & 

Sons company founded in 1736, which continues production today.  

¶ One of the finest examples of Romanesque carving in Ireland is featured in St Lurachôs 

Church, Maghera and it is also one of the earliest surviving representations of the crucifixion 

in Ireland. 

¶ The Crucifixion scene is the most complex to survive in Ireland from the 12thc. The inclusion 

of elements such as the Scourging of Christ and the apparent inclusion of the Two Thieves 

have no parallels in Irish art. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Clark_%26_Sons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Clark_%26_Sons
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¶ The audit area is rich in unique archaeological remains and there are a diverse range of types 

of remains that include multivallate raths, forts, court tombs, dolmens, standing stones, cairns, 

passage graves, and wedge tombs. 

¶ Dunglady Fort is considered one of Ulsterôs finest earthworks. It was one of relatively few 
earthworks to be protected under the 1926 ancient monuments act; rescheduled in 1974.  

¶ A History Trail with guide and map that is connected to two sites and community centres is 

Carntogher History Trail that connects to An Carn Centre and Drumlamph Nature Reserve.   

¶ The River Bann is the longest river in Ulster and has played an important part in the 

industrialisation of the north of Ireland, especially in the linen industry with mills such as Wm 

Clark Mill in Upperlands remaining.  

¶ Carn / Glenshane Pass is a special area of conservation and it has an area of largely intact 

blanket bog, estimated to be just over 1650 ha. It is one of the few remaining examples of 

good quality blanket bog within this region of Northern Ireland, is of European Priority 

Interest and is considered to be one of the best areas of Blanket Bogs in the United Kingdom. 

While not specifically related to heritage assets, this is a unique attribute and thus relevant. 

¶ There are observations of rich archaeological remains at Glenshane. These include megalithic 

tombs, enclosures, standing stones, raths, a Bronze Age urn burial, a souterrain, and a holy 

well. There are also unlocated remains that have been referenced including a megalithic tomb 

and an enclosure. 

¶ Town land of Ballyscullion has had more people with the surname óScullionô living in it than 

any other town land in Ireland. Elwyn Soutter has noted that there were 40 people named 

Scullion living in Ballyscullion west (ie the Derry side of the Bann) in the 1901 census.  

http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/pages/1901/Londonderry/Bellaghy/Ballyscullion 

¶ Church Island in Lough Beg is an important site. It has huge potential but is benefitted by 

restricted access. It is a place to be viewed from the shoreline primarily and not visited due to 

the unique flora, fauna and bird species. The built and natural heritage of the island cannot be 

separated. Church Island was to Seamus Heaney what Innisfree was to William Butler Yeats 

ï a picturesque location to be viewed or pondered.   

¶ In the town land of Dreenan near Maghera stands an ancient yew tree which according to the 

Tree Register of Ireland is one of the oldest trees in the country. The tree was used as a secret 

religious site during Penal Times of the 17th- 19th centuries. There is a mass rock at its base. 

The Ordnance Survey Memoirs state that a priest was hung from its branches. According to 

the Memoirs this hollowed out yew was already considered ancient in the 1830s. 

 

Overview of the Audit Area of Bellaghy & surrounding wards 

The Planning Serviceôs óMagherafelt Area Plan Draft Plan 2004 ï Countryside Assessmentô notes that 

the built heritage in the audit area includes archaeological sites and monuments, listed buildings, and 

features of industrial heritage and historic parks, gardens and demesnes. There are no conservation 

areas in the audit area (Draperstown is outside the audit area) but there are two Areas of Townscape 

Character; Maghera and Upperlands. Upperlands may become a conservation area as the area plan 

states; óThe Department will give due consideration to the merits of designating Upperlands as a 

further conservation area when resources permit. The justification for this is contained in the 

settlement appraisal relating to Upperlands (Section 5) of the Countryside Assessmentô (14). Site 

based facilities include Church Island (Church Island, formerly known as Inish Toide, was the site of 

a pre- Viking monastery. The island has an eighteenth century spire, a ruined medieval church and an 

old graveyard), Maghera Old Church (also known as St Lurachôs Church), Tirkane Sweat House, 

Bellaghy Bawn and Wm. Clark and Sons Beetling Mill, Upperlands. 

 
In The Mid Ulster Council óLocal Development Plan 2030 ï Draft Plan and Strategyô, published 

February 2019, the council outline their prioritisation of the built environment and respecting the 

integrity of towns and villages. The local development plan acts as the spatial representation of the 

community plan and is thus tied to and focused on community needs. Part of the vision includes; óMid 

http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/pages/1901/Londonderry/Bellaghy/Ballyscullion
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Ulster will haveéwell designed and affordable places to live. The Plan will assist us in protecting our 

rich heritage, our natural environment and our most sensitive landscape settings for future generations 

also making our District an appealing place to visitô (30). In relation to the historic environment of 

Mid Ulster; óOur strategy is to provide policy protection for archaeology; listed buildings; historic 

parks, gardens and demesnes; and registered industrial heritage, all of which have been identified 

working with the appropriate Central Government Departmental bodyéFurthermore, our strategy 

recognises that there are a number of non-designated heritage assets such as vernacular buildings and 

industrial heritage, much of which has not been not identified. Our strategy provides appropriate 

protection for these in preparing the Local Policies Plan; we may bring forward a list of historic 

buildings of local heritage importanceô (175). 

Within the plan and under the areaôs settlement hierarchy, the audit areas of investigation are 

identified as a local town ï Maghera and villages ï Bellaghy, Gulladuff, Swatragh, Upperlands. The 

remaining wards of Glenshane Lower and Valley do not have a distinct settlement area. In the planôs 

SPF 3 and SPF 4 it is stated that development of local towns such as Maghera and villages such as 

Bellaghy, Gulladuff, Swatragh, Upperlands will be sensitively maintained and consolidated óin 

keeping with the scale and character of individual settlementsô (40). Also functioning in tandem with 

the Local Development Plan are a number of related documents including; óTourism opportunity 

zones and Tourism conservation zonesô, which includes a discussion of the protection of sites of 

tourism potential such as Carntogher History Trail and Seamus Heaney HomePlace. 

The Bellaghy audit area is rich in heritage, particularly archaeological heritage. There is a limited 

quantity of buildings at risk (13 in the audit area) but interestingly the areaôs vernacular heritage has 

seen some improvement in recent times. This includes a thatched cottage sited opposite to Bellaghy 

Bawn that was on the óat riskô register until relatively recently. It has been extensively renovated with 

a DfC grant and now stands as an excellent example of vernacular heritage. Similarly a thatched 

cottage near Maghera óRosieôs Cottageô has been renovated and is available to rent for self-catering 

which demonstrates the tourism potential of a given heritage asset.   

Archaeology and Landscape 

The promotion and preservation of archaeological remains in the audit area is impressive. There is a 

range of extant visible remains of diverse types and these are relatively straightforward to locate. 

Many are signposted on the roads and marked at the sites themselves. This signage is also 

complemented by maps and trail guides that help way-finding of sites as part of a history trail, 

Carntogher for example. The diversity of remains makes for a compelling visit to the area and the 

interpretative signage allows self-guided understanding of individual sites. - 



pg. 10 
 

 

Tirnoney Dolmen, Photograph by Kenneth Allen, Geograph 

One mile north of Maghera stands Tirnoney Dolmen, a prehistoric tomb approximately 4,000 ï 6,000 

years old. Dolmens are tomb structures with standing stones and a horizontal capstone, found in a 

number of places in Ireland. In it our ancestors would have placed the cremated remains of their dead. 

At one time it would have been covered by a cairn of small stones. In the small field to the south there 

is rumoured to be a souterrain or artificial cave. It would have been constructed as a bolt hole in times 

of danger sometime between the 5th and 12th Century. In www.irishmegaliths.org.uk the description 

is as follows; óthis charming dolmen is remarkable for the free-standing orthostat, 1.8 metres high, 

which is beside one of the portal-stones. This suggests a derivation from the much longer court-tombs. 

The picturesque capstone has slipped a little, and behind it is a well-defined square chamberô. 

 

Crevolea Portal Tomb C8470 2335, Cornacleary Court Tomb and Moneydig Passage Tomb C8893 

1651, Photos Megalithomania.   

http://www.irishmegaliths.org.uk/
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Knockoneill Court Tomb. Photographs by Marianne OôKane Boal 

Knockoneill Court Tomb ï There are seven court tombs located in Co. Derry including Knockoneill 

and Tamnyrankin located close to one another. This megalithic tomb dates to the Neolithic Stone Age 

(2000-4000 BC). The court tomb gets its name from the semi-circular forecourt of upright stones 

leading to a gallery. In most cases a number of individuals would be cremated together and their 

remains placed in the gallery with food and belongings to be taken to the afterlife. This gallery 

consists of two chambers. The tomb is known as óGiantôs Graveô which is a common term for burial 

sites of this scale. This is an unusual court tomb as it has a subsidiary chamber at the back of gallery 

that is accessed via a passage in the side of tomb. It is also peculiar that the back stone of the main 

gallery is used as a side stone of the subsidiary chamber. The tomb was used in the Bronze Age 

(2000-250 BC) for burial. Excavations at Knockoneill took place in 1948, 1977 and 1984; the latter 

date produced a find of charred bones and an urn dating to the Bronze Age, located to the South of the 

tomb and the forecourt respectively.    

 

Tamnyrankin Court Tomb Photograph from www.irishmegaliths.org.uk dating to Dec 2002 where 

threshold or sill stone is missing that was there in seventies 

2.4 km NE of Knockoneill, in Tamnyrankin  Court Tomb (C 834 102 - now immediately accessible 

via an asphalted track) is an even better-preserved tomb than Knockoneill whose 12-metre long cairn 

survives to a height of 2.4 metres. Behind the 2-chambered gallery a subsidiary chamber stretches 

across the width of the cairn. It is divided in two by a sill-stone. Some of the corbels of the gallery are 

still in place. 

http://www.irishmegaliths.org.uk/
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Raths in Bellaghy Area 

 

Computer generated distribution map of Raths in Northern Ireland (Michael Avery) reproduced from óLiving 

Placesô by Colm J Donnelly 

Raths were relatively prevalent in the Irish landscape and significant examples exist in Ireland north 

and south. According to Colm Donnelly, a rath would have formed part of the farming landscape of 

field systems and enclosures in the Early Christian period. He has discussed Rough Fort in risk near 

Moira as a comparative example for the rath at Bellaghy Bawn. There is a Rath at Tamnybrack 

C82040892 sited close to Knockoneill Court Tomb. There is also an important rath at Dunglady Fort, 

discussed later in this report and in the asset assessment forms. 

 

Rough Fort in Risk near Moira, aerial view showing the Rath surrounded by modern housing. Reproduced from 

óLiving Placesô by Colm J Donnelly. Bellaghy Bawn location of the Early Christian Rath (edge below tree) that 

was excavated in the late 80s. Photograph by Marianne OôKane Boal 

   

One of the substantial banks within Dunglady Fort, looking south. One of the ditches within Dunglady Fort, 

looking west.   



pg. 13 
 

Example of Best Practice ï State Care Monument of Tirkane Sweathouse 

 

Tirkane Sweathouse context. Photograph by Marianne OôKane Boal 

Tirkane Sweathouse is a heritage asset located in a magical and secluded setting, 2.5 miles north-west 

of Maghera near Lough Bran on the ruins of Killelagh Church. A sweathouse was a type of early 

sauna used in Ireland in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Sweathouses are a primitive 

forerunner for the modern Turkish bath, which are known in Germany as Irish Baths. There are only a 

few Sweathouses remaining in Northern Ireland. There is a sense of adventure when visiting. On 

arrival the blue sign signalling state care monument status greets the visitor. Access is through a green 

swing gate and a designated path. After two sets of steps the visitor arrives in a moss covered area that 

includes the sweathouse, its information plaque and a glade of trees surrounding which conjures up a 

sense of retreat and adventure.  

    

Views of Tirkane Sweathouse and approach. Photographs by Marianne OôKane Boal 
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Example of Best Practice - Carntogher History Trail   

 

Image taken from the Carntogher History Trail guide and map 

It has been proven that linkages between local community and heritage assets strengthen the 

maintenance, promotion and pride invested in these assets. It also engenders a sense of collective 

ownership, shared knowledge and expertise in the locality. A History Trail with guide and map that is 

connected to two sites/community centres is Carntogher History Trail. It connects to An Carn Centre 

and Drumlamph Nature Reserve.  On this history trail are a variety of historic sites, important 

landscapes and archaeological remains; standing stones, dolmens, court cairns, portal tombs, forts, 

raths, mass rocks and holy wells. It is a trail of remarkable richness where the majority of individual 

sites/assets are well signposted and others can be located with the aid of the fold out map/guide. Staff 

at An Carn Centre have local knowledge and an interest in the trail and sites and they encourage 

visitors to ensure they include a broad range of trail elements in their day of exploration. 

  

L-R Carntogher History Trail is linked with the community resource of An Carn featured here. It is also an Irish 

language centre. Photographs by Marianne OôKane Boal  
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Signage for State care monuments, archaeological remains and history trails 

 

Carntogher History Trail sign at An Carn centre. Photograph by Marianne OôKane Boal 

 

Signage for Knockoneill Court Tomb. Photographs by Marianne OôKane Boal 

 

Views of Tirkane Sweathouse signage and access. Photographs by Marianne OôKane Boal 
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Industrial Archaeology/Heritage 

 

Moyola River, Old disused railway bridge. Photograph by Nigel Ready 

There is a significant amount of industrial archaeology/heritage in the audit area. In Bellaghy itself, 

there is a rich range of former industrial heritage sites. These include a shirt factory at 9 Main Street, 

Bellaghy, grid ref. H95329664 in the townland of Mullaghboy. Nearby, also in Mullaghboy at 

H95329671 is a Flax Mill site.  On the opposite side of Main Street and set further back in Old Town 

Deer Park at grid ref. H95429648 is a Corn and Flax Mill site. Further down from this beyond 

Bellaghy Bawn and on the opposite side of the road in Drumanee Lower is the site of a Flax Mill ï 

Saw Mill at grid ref . H95669610. There is also railway heritage remains featured in the old disused 

railway bridge over the Moyola River and the old railway line to Castledawson. The Forge, adjacent 

to 181 Hillhead Road, Tamniarn (constructed 1840 to 1859), referenced in Seamus Heaneyôs poem 

óInto the Darkô is a well preserved and important piece of industrial heritage. The highest 

concentration of industrial heritage is however in Upperlands, and this is discussed in detail in the 

Upperlands section of this report. 

 

Old Railway Line to Castledawson Photograph by Nigel Ready. Bridge near Knockoneill Court Tomb. 

Photograph by Marianne OôKane Boal  
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The Audit Area - The Selected Wards 

 
Bellaghy - McKay (1999) has written that the name Bellaghy is from óBaile Eachaidhô or óEochaidhôs 

townlandô. It is also interpreted as óBaelleagheô meaning ómouth of the marshô or ówet place. This 

comes from the Irish tradition of ódinnseanchasô meaning ótopographyô. This is a class of onomastic 

text in early Irish literature, recounting the origins of place-names and traditions. Many related 

legends concern the stories of mythic and legendary characters and thus dinnseanchas is an important 

source for the study of Irish mythology. Seamus Heaney made reference to this tradition in his poetry. 

 

L-R Restored cottage near Bellaghy Bawn formerly on at risk register and renovated with a DfC grant and 

streetscape view adjacent to the Bawn. Photographs by Marianne OôKane Boal 

óThe village of Bellaghy was founded by the Londonersô Guild of Vintners in the early 17th century 

and was sometimes referred to as Vintners Town at that period [Boile Eachaidh c. 1645]ô (22). 

According to Samuel Lewis, 1837; óBellaghy, a village and post-town, in the parish of Ballyscullion, 

barony of Loughinsholin, county of Londonderry, and province of UlsteréThis place became the 

head of a district granted in the reign of James I to the Vintnersô Company of London, who, in 1619, 

founded the village and erected a strong and spacious castle, the custody of which was entrusted to 

Baptist Jones, Est., who had a well-armed garrison of 76 men for its defence. In the war of 1641 the 

castle was besieged and taken by a party of insurgents under the command of one of the 

MacDonnells, and in the following year burned to the ground.éThe village is situated on the situated 

on the western shore of Lough Begéit consists of one long street intersected at right angles by two 

shorter streets; the houses are generally small, but well built; and the environs are remarkably 

pleasantô (201). Prior to the planning of Bellaghy as a town it was a very heavily wooded and boggy 

place when the plantation settlers arrived in 1610. The settlers attempted to rename the town 

óVintnerstownô but the name was never fully adopted and has remained known as Bellaghy.   

Bellaghy Village was one of the first planned towns in Ireland. Bellaghy Bawn is a fortified house and 

bawn (the defensive wall surrounding an Irish tower house). This 17th Century Bawn is the best 

restored example to be found anywhere in Northern Ireland. The Original Bawn was virtually 

destroyed in the 1641 rebellion when the greater part of Bellaghy was burnt to the ground. The 

Vintners Company fortified house and bawn was occupied until 1987. It was opened to the public in 

1996. Inside there are exhibitions on local history and on poetry by local Nobel Laureate Seamus 

Heaney, described as ñthe most important Irish poet since Yeatsò who grew up in Bellaghy and much 

of his work reflects life there. 
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Historic Environment Map Viewer showing Bellaghy Village 

Historic Environment Map Viewer showing Bellaghy Village and Ballyscullion House and grounds in the green 

area to the right 

Key Assets in and around Bellaghy 

Seamus Heaney HomePlace 

Church Island 

Ballyscullion Estate 

Bellaghy Bawn 
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Seamus Heaney Heritage 

There is an existing trail HomeGround (currently being further developed) promoted for Seamus 

Heaney that includes HomePlace, various sites from his childhood and poetry including the late 

Barney Devlinôs Forge at Hillhead Road, which although a well-preserved example of a former 

working forge with all heritage implements contained, it is not currently listed. St. Marys Church, 

Bellaghy, the final resting place of Seamus Heaney also features in the trail and is important on this 

basis and as an attractive listed building.  Church Island in Lough Beg is also a part of the 

HomeGround trail but does not involve physically visiting the island within the trail, instead trail 

participants view from a strategic point as Heaney would have done. The HomeGround Trail is the 

literary equivalent of the Carrntogher History Trail and both celebrate important heritage assets in the 

vicinity from a specific themed perspective.     

 

The Forge, adjacent to 181 Hillhead Road, Tamniarn - date of construction 1840 to 1859, private, not listed. 

Photograph by Nigel Ready 

 

St. Maryôs Church, Bellaghy Photograph by Kenneth Allen, Geograph 



pg. 20 
 

Seamus Heaney HomePlace 

 

Building Massing. Render courtesy of W&M Given Architects 

The Seamus Heaney HomePlace is intended by the architects to reflect the vernacular architecture of 

the Bellaghy area. When I asked the architects about determining factors for the massing and 

architectural vocabulary of HomePlace, they stated óThe design draws on the built heritage of the 

area, giving the site a direct relationship with the village street front and public open space. The 

composition of the building forms are a contemporary response to farm settlement clusters common 

throughout the South Derry area. Elements that make up the traditional homestead such as the barn, 

the house, the sheds, the silo- their relationship to each other and orientation. The building is 

essentially in four parts- the exhibition, the performance space, the concourse and the education 

resource areasô. Philip Hutchinson, Project Architect, W & M Given Architects.   

   

L-R Image of HomePlace with viewing point over landscape and area that inspired Heaneyôs poetry. Image 

courtesy of W&M Given Architects and Building Layout. Render courtesy of W&M Given Architects 

In the óLocal Development Plan 2030ô related document entitled óTourism opportunity zones and 

Tourism conservation zonesô, the centre is contextualised in terms of potential; óSeamus Heaney, 

HomePlace: This is one of our key signature tourism designation projects. The internationally 

established heritage project is the base for a programme of events, activities, tours and trails related to 

the life and literature of renowned laureate Seamus Heaney. HomePlace is located within the village 

of Bellaghy, which has many other important heritage assets, such as the Bellaghy Bawn, all of which 

have sustainable tourism potential if well maintained, managed and monitored incorporating an 

approach of heritage led tourism and regeneration of the village and surrounding environment. For 
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example, Ballyscullion House Demesne, used as a location for the hit series óGame of Thronesô, could 

be developed further as a local tourism asset if the principle for sensitive and appropriate sustainable 

tourism was deemed acceptable at that location. The wide and variety landscape that incorporates 

Heaneyôs Legacy is not subject to particularly restrictive planning policy, namely, Special 

Countryside Area (SCA) or Area of Constraint (AoC) and therefore does need to be formally 

designated as a Tourism Opportunity Zoneô. 

 

Church Island, Lough Beg 

Church Island 

Church Island was anciently associated with St Tida and óit is now a peninsula attached by sodden 

fields to the mainlandô. It is thought that the ruins of the church date back to the time of St. Patrick 

who used the River Bann to navigate the island to meet with Taoide to found an early Christian 

settlement. On the island is a stone known as the Bullaun Stone featuring a hole that holds water. 

Alistair Rowan writes that óthe ruins of a rectangular pre-17th century church are here built of shore 

boulders, in a little yew-planted graveyard. The church has a plain nave with side walls and gables 

almost entire, a door and a window on the s, an opening where the E window was, and a N windowô. 

Ballyscullion Estate 

Ballyscullion Estate is firmly connected with Church Island in Lough Beg. In the graveyard at the 

church on Church Island one of the graves is that of Master Builder Michael Keenan, commissioned 

in 1788 by the Earl Bristol, Bishop of Derry to add a spire to improve the view from his mansion at 

Ballyscullion. Plans for this house, resembling those for Downhill, which he also built, show a 

crescent shaped house with 365 windows. Spending most of his time abroad, the Bishop never lived 

in the house and when he died in Italy, his heir Sir Henry Hervey Bruce found the financial upkeep 

impossible because of the Window Tax and demolished the building whose portico now fronts St 

George's Church in Belfast. The ruins of that original building are in the grounds of the present 

country house built to replace it. 
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Ballyscullion Park ï Privately owned but available for weddings and as a film location 

 
Ballyscullion Park, wedding venue and film location 

Demesne grounds and gardens including Courtyard Cottages through air b and b and the original 

Ballyscullion House in ruins and overgrown, that was never finished. 
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Bellaghy Bawn ï An Asset of Rich Potential 

   

L-R Bellaghy Bawn Interior door and fanlight, sign for 17th century house footprint and view of Bawn. 

Photographs by Marianne OôKane Boal 

Bellaghy Bawn or Bellaghy Castle is located on a rich multi-period site. The plantation castle and 

bawn is a fortification from 1619 that was built upon the site of an Early Christian rath in the 

townland of Old Town Deer Park at H9534096340.  The bawn is a state care monument and it 

features the companion associated building, gates and walling, bawn wall and towers that are all B1 

listed. It also feature a three-storey house at 1 Deerpark Road that is B listed. The overall site is 

located on a hilltop at the southern end of Bellaghy Main Street and within walking distance of 

Seamus Heaney HomePlace. The word óBawnô is derived from two Irish words, óBaô for cow (or 

cattle) and óDhunô, meaning ófortô. This is roughly translated as ócow fortô or ócattle-fortô. So the 

anglicised form of óbadhunô was óBawnô. A bawn is a defensive wall surrounding the Irish tower 

house and its origin comes from the ring-forts that were built to protect cattle from attack.     

 

Bellaghy Bawn Courtyard, note the broad range of window shapes and sizes. Photograph by Marianne OôKane 

Boal 
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Remaining 17th century Flanker Tower and Courtyard featuring Round Tower. Photographs by Marianne 

OôKane Boal 

  

Central Beams in Tower Room ceiling of Bellaghy Bawn and bespoke carpet on floor of Tower Room. 

Photographs by Marianne OôKane Boal 

   

Images of the former Seamus Heaney Reference Library. This space has the potential to be reused as either a 

local studies reference library or could be an element of living history and a recreation of the Dispensary that 

was in the Bawn. Photographs by Marianne OôKane Boal 
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Map in reception area of Bellaghy Bawn showing the 12 London companies and their settlements; the largest 

being at Coleraine and Derry City. Photograph by Marianne OôKane Boal 

 

Interpretive exhibition designed in 1990s for Bellaghy Bawn reflecting the history of the area. Photograph by 

Marianne OôKane Boal 
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Photograph from Bellaghy Bawn house towards the village and showing the location of the Early Christian 

Rath (edge below tree) that was excavated in the late 80s. Photograph by Marianne OôKane Boal 

 

Preserved elements in stables in courtyard. Photograph by Marianne OôKane Boal 
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A unique piece of the Bawnôs history - Bellaghy Dispensary 

 

Royal College of Surgeons Postgraduate Class June 1908, George M Thompson is featured at the back on the 

far right. Address and Presentation for George Matthew Thompson Esq. M.D., on the occasion of his retirement 

as Medical Officer of Health for the Dispensary District of Bellaghy. Photographs by Marianne OôKane Boal. 

It is not common knowledge beyond Bellaghy that there was once a Dispensary at the Bawn and this 

is a unique piece of the Bawnôs history. The dispensary was established in 1832 by the Vintners 

Company. By 1836 there is a reference to one dispensary doctor and one surgeon working at the time. 

The dispensary doctor was paid £45 per annum, and £51 for medicines and expenses. The other 

doctor described as a ósurgeonô must have practiced privately. The dispensary was set up because of 

the óprevalence of feverô. The doctor mentioned is a Dr. Robert Hunter Gordon and his tenure was 

from 1839 until 1857, at the same time a Dr. John York was recorded. From 1858 to 1880 there were 

a number of doctors that held a position at Bellaghy. Dr. George Thompson was a native of Coagh in 

Co. Tyrone and held it until 1925. He was a skilled surgeon and clinician, and did minor surgery such 

as removing tonsils and cauterization, sometimes with very little anaesthetic. In 1912 he acquired the 

first car to come to Bellaghy and it is said that he travelled around covered in blankets and with petrol 

cans full  of hot water round him to keep warm on his house calls. The main duties of the dispensary 

doctor were coping with the prevalent diseases such as typhus, dysentery, diphtheria, tuberculosis, 

scarlet fever and trench fever which occurred mainly at the time of the Great War 1914-18. He also 

conducted complicated midwifery. 

Drugs were supplied at the dispensary and advice on sanitation, water supply and sewage. Births and 

deaths were also recorded and preventative medicine in the form of small pox vaccinations was 

administered. In 1925 the dispensary was taken over by Dr. Frances Thompson who was the daughter 

of Dr. Thompson. Up until 1948, the patient had the choice between the dispensary doctor and a 

private one. From 1948 the Health Service started. 

One potential dimension of reinvigorating Bellaghy Bawn is to establish a living history element. This 

would be recreating a room in the Bawn to represent the dispensary where people could view the 

types of medicines available and some of the historical artefacts from this time. Less controversial 

than plantation history elements to the local community, the dispensary could make a nice example of 

shared history in human memory. Hills Chemist in the Ulster American Folk Park, featured as a case 

study here, can provide an exemplar of best practice to guide this route of development.  
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Example of Best Practice ï Hills Chemist at the Ulster American Folk Park 

    

Hills Chemist at the Folk Park 

Hills Chemist was established in Strabane between 1870 and 1885. The building operated as a 

chemist shop until the later 1980s. The shop front, fittings and furnishings have been preserved at the 

Ulster American Folk Park in Omagh. It was originally located on Castle Street, Strabane and the 

black and white photo below dating from c1925 shows the previous setting of the chemist.  

It is very fortunate that this traditional building has been preserved in all its former glory and is a time 

capsule of an old fashioned dispensary. This gives an excellent indication of best practice for the 

conservation and preservation of this heritage asset and provides an indication of what the dispensary 

dimension of Bellaghy Bawn could be revitalised as.  

 

Hills Chemist interior at the Folk Park and Looking Northeast along Castle Street, Strabane, Hills Chemist on 

the left, Northern Bank on the right c1925. 
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The other selected wards beyond Bellaghy 

Gulladuff  

The centre of Gulladuff village is located at a crossroads where the Gulladuff Road meets Gulladuff 

hill and Quarry Road. In this area is the local shop and public house with bus shelter facilities 

opposite. The Gulladuff road leads to the nearest local town, Maghera, where a good range of services 

exist. The name comes from the Irish óGuala Dhubhô meaning óblack shouldersô. It is a small village 
and townland in the Mid Ulster District and in the 2001 census it had a population of 405 people. In 

the Magherafelt Area Plan 2015, Gulladuff has been designated as an area of archaeological potential. 

It has two scheduled archaeological sites and monuments and two unscheduled archaeological sites 

and monuments. The Magherafelt Area Plan 2015 in reference to Gulladuff observes; óthe settlement 

development limit is designated to consolidate existing development, include existing commitments, 

and prevent ribboning and urban sprawl encroaching into the surrounding countrysideô.    

  

L-R St. Maryôs RC Church, 1873, Gulladuff, image from Stonedatabase, Counterscarp Rath, Gulladuff, 

scheduled, Image from NISMR   

Gulladuff/Termoneeny Village Plan May 2016  references some key aspects of heritage in Gulladuff; 

óThe Mass Rock in Ballymacpeake is a notable landmark and was created in memory of the 

celebration of Mass in the Penal days in the 19th century when Mass was prohibited. In the townland 

of Dreenan stands an ancient yew tree which according to the Tree Register of Ireland is one of the 

oldest trees in the country. The tree stands in an area of natural woodland beside a small stream and 

not far from the main road between Maghera and Ballymena. An area nearby is still called Doire an 

Iúir (oakwood of the Yew). There are many native sessile oaks on the rocky slopes above the tree. 

The tree itself was used as a secret religious site during anti Catholic persecution through the Penal 

Times of the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries. There is a "mass rock" at its base and the Ordnance 

Survey Memoirs state that a priest was hung from its branches. According to these Memoirs this 

hollowed out yew was already considered ancient in the 1830ôs.  

The recently rediscovered late 17th /early 18th century satirical folk tale, Eachtra Ghruagach na 

Creige is na Cruite is an Tiompáin, is for the most part situated in the Parish of Lavey. The action 

revolves around the activities of an un-named harper, The gruagach of the Rock, his visit to the house 

of the Ó Brolcháin family in Crewe townland and his dream foretelling the destruction of a family of 

ógrey foxesô at the hands of Maiorius Gurrumrus, the local landlord Major Montgomery of 

Knocknakieltô (25). 
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Lower Glenshane 

 

From NISMR ï óThree Stone Circles and a Cistô 

Glenshane or óGleann She§inô means óJohnôs Glenô. Referenced in the Northern Ireland Sites and 

Monuments Record (NISMR) are a collection of stone circles; óOn a levellish area in otherwise 

steeply sloping upland. The site is described in PSAMNI (1940) as 3 stone circles with a cist - "An 

oval setting 60ft x 45ft contains three small circles of little stones, 8, 9 & 10ft in diam. To E is a group 

of large stones, second now fallen". The site remains much as described above, but more ruinous. 
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Two circles & part of the third can be seen and the stones of the cist have gone, its position marked 

only now by a holeô. 

There are observations of rich archaeological remains at Glenshane. These include megalithic tombs, 

enclosures, standing stones, raths, a Bronze Age urn burial, a souterrain, and a holy well. There are 

also unlocated remains that have been referenced including a megalithic tomb and an enclosure. 

Coolnasillagh has further located sites of a megalithic tomb at C7825000620 and the remains of a 

second megalithic tomb at C7855000390. Glenshane includes  a megalithic tomb: Cloghbane at 

Fallylea C7997002780, an unlocated enclosure referenced in the O. S. Memoirs at Ballynock 

C8000003000, a standing stone at Ballyknock C8166002910, a holy well at Ballyknock 

C8240002710, a Bronze Age urn burial at Tirkane C8266002500, another located enclosure at 

Ballyknock C8276001750, a rath at Fallagloon, C8195000010, an enclosure at 

Bracaghreilly,  H8125099880, a second enclosure at Bracaghreilly C8119000060 and an unlocated 

megalithic tomb at Fallagloon referenced in the O. S. memoirs C8100000000. Nearby there is a 

souterrain and enclosure both at Bracaghreilly C8000000000, both unlocated and both referenced in 

the O. S. memoirs. 

Maghera 

óMaghera comes from óMachaire R§thaô, meaning óplain of the fortô.  An earlier name for the parish 

of Maghera was óR§th L¼raighô óLurachôs Fortô. L¼rach was the son of Cuanu a sixth century saint 

who was patron of the parish. St Lúrach is said to be buried in the graveyard of the medieval parish 

church, the ruins of which stand in the townland of Largantogher in the middle of the townô (McKay, 

1999: 103).  

  
Maghera Old Church and Ulster Bank 1866 (architect Thomas Jackson) Images Stonedatabase.  

In Samuel Lewisô Topographical Dictionary of Ireland 1937, the following account appears 

signalling the early importance of Maghera; óMaghera, a market-town and post-town, and a parish, in 

the barony of Loughlinsholin, county of Londonderry, containing 14,091 inhabitants, of which 

number, 1154 are in the town. This place is evidently of great antiquity, and though there is no precise 

account of the original foundation of an abbey for Canons Regular, said to have been established here 

at a very early period, yet it is certain that the ancient see of Ardstra or Ardsrath was removed, in 597, 

to this town, which continued to be the seat of the diocese till 1158, when it was united to the see of 

Derry, and the cathedral church established in that city. The town appears to have declined rapidly in 

importance after that period, and few events of historical interest occur, except occasional 

depredations during the insurrections of the O'Nials, to whom the surrounding territory belonged, and 

in the war of 1641, during which it was burned by the insurgents under Macdonnell. In 1688, the 

town, which had scarcely recovered from its former devastation, was assaulted by the Irish adherents 

of Jas. II., and the inhabitants were compelled to abandon their houses and seek refuge in the city of 

Derry.  
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L-R Maghera ecclesiastical heritage ï Maghera Old Church (12th century), Maghera Presbyterian Church and 

St. Lurachôs Church of Ireland. Photographs Kenneth Allen, Geograph. 

During the disturbances of 1798 it enjoyed comparative tranquillity, and has since been gradually 

increasing in extent and importance. It consists of one long and spacious street, from which several 

smaller streets branch off, and contains 210 houses, most of which are modern buildings of stone, 

roofed with slate and of handsome appearance; it is a great thoroughfare, and is amply supplied with 

excellent water. The inhabitants are principally employed in agriculture and in the linen manufacture, 

which is extensively carried on in the parish; and at Upperlands is a bleach-green, in which about 

8000 pieces are annually finished for the English and American markets; there are also numerous corn 

and flax-mills on the different streams, of which the Moyola forms part of the southern boundary of 

the parish. The market, on Tuesday, is amply supplied with all kinds of provisions; a market is also 

held on Friday, chiefly for grain; and there are fairs on the last Tuesday in every month for cattle, 

sheep, pigs, and pedlery. The market-house, the property of A. Clarke, Esq., of Upperland, is a large 

neat building, erected in 1833 on a rising ground in the centre of the townô. 

Within the óLocal Development Plan 2030ô, Maghera is identified as a local town that can provide a 

link corridor with Mid and East Antrim and a key transport corridor with both Causeway Coast and 

Glens and Antrim and Newtownabbey councils. These links are illustrated on the Mid Ulster Growth 

Strategy Map (34).  

 

Rosieôs Cottage, near Maghera, recently restored and available for self-catering. 

Swatragh 

Swatragh óAn Suaitreachô óthe (billeted) soldierô. The name is an abbreviated form of Baile and 

tSuaitrigh óTown of the (billeted) soldierô. The circumstances in which the name was coined are 
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unknown (McKay, 1999: 138). Alistair Rowan described Swatragh as óa cluster of buildings on a 

curving road with four churches in the vicinityô. 

   

L-R Killelagh Church, 1852 Swatragh, Photographs by Marianne OôKane Boal 

In North West Ulster Killelagh Parish Church (c of I) by Joseph Welland is described as óa nice 

design that Welland also used at Derryvullan, with nave, long chancel, and S porch with an offset 

miniature spire beside it. The details the usual E. E. with diagonal buttresses. Paid for by the Mercersô 

Companyô (498). 

 

L-R Friels Bar & Restaurant Swatragh with refurbished farm machinery outside 

Mound at Swatragh ï From NISMR; this site, referenced in The Friels Bar and Restaurant asset 

assessment form, is a prominent local landmark, with excellent views all round. It consists of a mound 

45m x 30m across, the lower limits of which are defined by a rough field wall or kerb of weathered 

rocks standing 1m high. The mound itself stands 2.5-3m high and appears to be set on a slight local 

eminence which emphasises its height. It is difficult to say what this site is. Massive stones, some up 

to 1 cubic metre in size, protrude from different parts of the mound. Some areas of trample/ slippage 

on the sides of the mound have exposed massive stones interspersed with smaller ones and soil 

matrix. 

There is also reference to a Cairn and Cist Burial at the site in the O.S. Memoirs although there are 

now no visible remains - This site is referred to in the OS memoirs as "...there was found in 1816 

beneath a cairn of stones a grave 6ft long & 2ft wide, enclosed with flat stones & roofed with the 

same. It contained an earthen urn filled with black ashes". A 2nd reference describes the destruction 

of the same site. There is now no local tradition of the site. The final archaeological find at this site is 

of a burial place ï óthis site is described in the OS memoirs as "In making a line of by-road in 1833, 

there was found c.3ft beneath the surface the skeleton of a human body & beside it a small Danish 

pot. The skeleton was again buried on the site where found, but the pot was corrupted by rust." There 

are now no local traditions or knowledge of this findô. 
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As part of the Magherafelt Area Plan 2015 Public and Community Consultation that was conducted, a 

number of natural and archaeological heritage sites were suggested as being worthy of protection at 

Swatragh; these included Granaghan Rocks, Hazelwood, Granaghan Old Chapel, Mass Rock, St 

Patrick's Well and Kearney's Glen. 

Granaghan is a townland between Maghera and Swatragh. The Modern church (since mid 1800's) and 

graveyard is located on the main Maghera to Coleraine road, just before Swatragh. An older church 

(ruins) is located approx 2 miles south of Swatragh off the Moneysharven Road and it has a 

graveyard. The site is accessed over open farmland. Mass is still held at the mass rock annually. 

Granaghan Old Chapel, Mass Rock and St. Patrickôs Well access by ownerôs permission This now 

ruined church was the first Catholic chapel to be built in the district after the relaxation of the penal 

laws, during which time the Catholic religion was banned in the 1770ôs. It consisted of a long narrow 

thatched building with a dry stone altar placed along a side wall. Doiminic Ó Brollacháin, 1673-1746, 

óAn Br§thair B§nô or óthe Friar Banô, is closely associated with this site. His epithet Ban denotes fair 

hair and many stories were told of his exploits during these dark times. It is said that eleven priests 

were ordained by a Bishop Bradley during the penal times, at a location 200 metres up the small glen 

to the rear of the chapel, on Sun Dial Hill. Here, at the base of a small cliff, there is an impressive 

altar made from a single slab of rock supported by two dry stone pillars. Mass was said here before 

the construction of Granaghan chapel and it continued to be used even after this because of the poor 

condition of the chapel. Five hundred metres north of the chapel, at the foot of a rocky outcrop, is 

located a small spring known as St. Patrickôs Well. Above it stands a rag tree and immediately beside 

it there is a bullaun stone in which coins are placed as offerings by those seeking cures. The spring 

water is said to be especially effective as a remedy for poor eyesight. 

 

Location of Granaghan Penal Chapel, Graveyard, Mass Rock and St Patrickôs well from óOld Burial Groundsô 

prepared by Property Services, Mid Ulster Council 

Dunglady Fort ï Located one mile from Culnady and between Upperlands and Tamlaght OôCrilly is 

Dunglady Fort and Quaker Burial Ground. This multivallate rath consists of a central, oval area, 

enclosed by 3 ditches between 4 banks, with a total diameter of 110 yards. The entrance at S is a 

passage through the defences straight to the centre, which has a closed well. The interior & the banks 

are very much overgrown with woodland & scrub. The site was used in the C17th, when 3 houses 

were built during the Plantation, c.1622 & in the C18th & C19th, it was a Quaker graveyard. 

According to PSAMNI, there is 90ft between the innermost bank & the 2nd one & 60ft between the 

2nd & 3rd and 3rd & 4th banks. The intervening ditches are very deep - up to 15ft deep in places - & 

waterlogged. Protection: Scheduled. Details from NISMR.  
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Images: location of Dunglady Fort/Rath, map showing location of Rath circled in red and Photograph showing 

view along one of the inner banks of Dunglady Fort, looking west. All images from Naomi Carver, Centre for 

Archaeological Fieldwork Evaluation/Monitoring Report No. 260, 2013 

Upperlands  

In Samuel Lewisô Topographical Dictionary of Ireland 1837, it is observed that; óThe inhabitants [of 

Maghera] are principally employed in agriculture and in the linen manufacture, which is extensively 

carried on in the parish; and at Upperlands is a bleach-green, in which about 8000 pieces are annually 

finished for the English and American marketsô. Lewis thus demonstrates the scale of linen 

production in Upperlands in the early nineteenth century. The name Upperlands is a peculiar 

Anglicisation of óĆth an Phoirt Leathainô óford of the broad (river) bankô. The ford in question was 

probably over the Knockoneill River which forms the southern boundary of the townland. The village 

is partly in the neighbouring townland of Tirgarvil (McKay, 1999:144). 

 

William Clark & Sons 1740 Linen Mill at Upperlands. Photographs by Marianne OôKane Boal 

The village has been proposed as an Area of Townscape Character. óWithin the Local Development 

Plan 2030ô, it is observed that; óWe have also recognised the special character of some of our areas 

through protection of Conservation Areas and designations of Areas of Townscape Character (ATCôs) 

and Areas of Village Character (AVCôs). ATCôs and AVCôs will be identified taking into account 

their unique character particularly in relation to building frontages, rhythm of window and door 

openings, roof pitches and plot sizes. The Local Policies Plan may also supplement this through the 

identification of non-designated heritage assets worthy of preservation such as unlisted vernacular 

buildings or historic buildings of local importance. The Local Policies Plan will bring forward where 

appropriate bespoke policies for LLPAôs, ATCôs/AVCôs and non-designated heritage assetsô (46). 







https://www.midulstermail.co.uk/news/first-minister-opens-new-flax-visitor-centre-at-upperlands-1-7571050
https://www.midulstermail.co.uk/news/first-minister-opens-new-flax-visitor-centre-at-upperlands-1-7571050
https://www.facebook.com/Flaxvisitorcentre/


























https://www.crsbi.ac.uk/site/2300/
































https://theirishaesthete.com/
http://www.ballyscullionpark.com/




https://www.revolvy.com/page/Irish-language
https://www.revolvy.com/page/Townland


https://www.revolvy.com/page/Ballymacilcurr
https://www.revolvy.com/page/Crew,-County-Londonderry
https://www.revolvy.com/page/The-Crown




http://www.pavekmuseum.org/Grimes7.html








https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Clark_%26_Sons
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https://mid-ulster.cmis-ni.org/MidUlster/Document
https://mid-ulster.cmis-ni.org/MidUlster/Document
http://www.blackpigsdyke.ie/locations/fermanagh/
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/services/historic-environment-map-viewer
http://www.irishmegaliths.org.uk/fermanagh.htm
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