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1.0 Ards Peninsula: Introduction and Overview 
 

This audit is part of a series which aims to gradually build up a picture right across Northern Ireland. 

Historic Environment Division (HED) have created a map of potential audit areas, and this Upper 

Ards audit refers to Map Area D73. 

 

 
Heritage Audit Areas with detail (Audit are D73 highlighted) 

 

 

 

The report below details the Heritage audit, review and analysis of Audit Area D73 (Ards 

Peninsula/Upper Ards) undertaken for the Department for Communities’ Historic Environment 

Division. It begins by providing an overview of the planning and tourism context with relation to the 

heritage of the area. A desktop survey of the heritage assets and heritage organisations follows, 

along with an assessment of the heritage assets identified. The major heritage assets have been 

analysed, with strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats identified. The report concludes 

with a look at the general findings and recommendations for action. 

 

The 2012 wards of Ballywalter, Kirkubbin, Portaferry and Portavogie are the focus for this heritage 

audit. The audit also looks to larger related institutions within Ards and North Down Council area.  

Portaferry is the only town within the audit area, which also covers the villages of Greyabbey, 

Ballywalter, Kircubbin, Cloughey, Ballyhalbert and Portavogie. 

 

Overview 

 

The audit area is located in the Ards Peninsula of County Down, incorporating the lower half of the 

peninsula, south of Greyabbey and Ballywalter. The Ards Peninsula lies on the east coast of Northern 

Ireland, separating Strangford Lough from the Irish Sea. The narrow peninsula which encloses the 

lough, is fringed by small coastal villages and has a strong relationship with water, either with 

Strangford Lough or the coast, formed of sandy beaches or rocky foreshores. Key routes around this 



Heritage Asset Audit – D73 Ards 

Page | 4 

  Leah O’Neill  

area are the A22, A25, and A20 which encircle Strangford Lough, linked with the Portaferry-

Strangford Ferry. Minor roads form a network across the entire area, linking the coast and servicing 

the settled lowlands. 

 

The audit area roughly corresponds with that of the Barony of Upper Ards which in prehistoric times 

was an island, and until a century or two ago was just as much cut off by the marshes in this 

depression as it had been when an island.  The result is an area with its very own unique history. 

 

There is evidence of Mesolithic, Neolithic and Bronze Age settlement, and Early Christian raths, and 

more, within the audit area.  The landscape has been greatly influenced by the Normans who, under 

the Savages (installed in the Upper Ards by John de Courcy), built numerous castles. The Savages 

settled first at Castle Hill, Ardkeen, before the Portaferry branch of the family became more 

important.    

 

Portaferry, the only town in the audit area, developed in the 17th and 18th centuries, when it 

gradually grew into an important port with a brewery, a tannery and a distillery, as well as an 

important shipbuilding industry.   

  

 

Local Planning and Heritage Tourism Context 
 

Regional Development Strategy 

 

Regional Development Strategy 2035 is the statutory spatial strategy of the Executive. Its purpose is 

to deliver the spatial aspects of the Programme for Government and informs the spatial aspects of 

the strategies of all Government Departments. In the context of the RDS, Upper Ards is closest to the 

main hub of Newtownards. The Strategy describes the Ards Borough as “a mixture of the rural and 

the urban, and given the area’s scenic beauty and historical interest, tourism is a significant and 

growing part of the local economy. While traditional industries have declined dramatically, Ards is 

establishing a diverse economy, particularly in the added value food and engineering sectors” (p.70). 

The audit area can be described as rural. 

 

Local Government Planning 
 

Ards and North Down Borough Council Corporate Plan 2015-2019 

Under the heading ‘Place’, the Council’s Corporate Plan sets aims to ‘invest in and promote the 

borough’s rich cultural heritage and environment,’ and to ‘enhance our towns villages and 

coastlines.’ These themes have direct relevance to archaeology and built heritage. Elsewhere in the 

Corporate Plan, the significant potential of the appropriate management and promotion of the built 

environment is recognised in a more indirect way for example ‘Increasing pride in the borough’ 

under the heading ‘People’ and ‘attract and promote economic investment’ and ‘enhance visitor 

experience and spend’ in the ‘Prosperity’ section. 
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Local Development Plan 

https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/images/assets/ANDBC-POP-Consult-17-May-2019.pdf 

The Ards and North Down Borough Local Development Plan Preferred Options Paper is currently out 

for consultation. The Key issues concerned with heritage assets are: 

 Issue 21 ‘Protecting and enhancing the historic environment of our Borough’ and  

 Issue 22 ‘Safeguarding Non-Designated Heritage Assets‘.  

The preferred options put forward demonstrate that the Council recognises the importance of their 

heritage assets, designated or otherwise and want to take a pro-active approach to protect and 

enhance them. 

 

The Big Plan for Ards and North Down 2017-2032  

The conservation and protection of our heritage assets also supports the Community Plan 

aspirations of ‘All people in Ards and North Down benefit from a prosperous economy’ (Outcome 4) 

and ‘All people in Ards and North Down feel pride from having access to a well-managed sustainable 

environment’ (Outcome 5).  

 

The Integrated Arts and Heritage Development Strategy 2018-2023  

Ards and North Down Borough Council has produced a new Integrated Strategy for the future 

development and delivery of Arts and Heritage services in the Borough. This has resulted in a 5- year 

Strategy and 3-year Action Plan and its outcomes will be relevant to this LDP topic area.  

 

 
Balancing objectives (from IAHDS 2018-2023) 

 

This strategy defines how arts and heritage will help achieve Ards and North Down’s cultural, social 

and economic ambitions by enriching its people and places and empowering its residents to make 

the most of their creativity. It responds to the vision and outcomes of the Big Plan for Ards and 

North Down and contributes to the delivery of the Integrated Strategy for Tourism, Regeneration 

and Economic Development 2018 – 2030.  

 

The six strategic themes within the Arts and Heritage Strategy are:  

https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/images/assets/ANDBC-POP-Consult-17-May-2019.pdf
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 Investment in our arts and heritage infrastructure  

 Engaging audiences  

 Equity of geographic access to grow audiences and creative enterprises  

 Advocating for the value of arts and heritage  

 Developing skills, excellence and employment  

 Taking a participatory approach to arts and heritage 

 

Integrated Village Plans 

In 2014 Paul Hogarth Company were commissioned to carry out a village plan for Cloughey. In early 

2018, North Down and Ards Council commissioned a series of 6 village plans, 5 of which are in the 

audit area. These plans were also developed by The Paul Hogarth Company. The plans, developed 

through consultation with local residents, businesses, the council and statutory partners, are 

intended as a platform from which to inform growth and help deliver a range of short, medium and 

long term initiatives to benefit stakeholders. Each plan is distinctive to its place. Plans were created 

for Portaferry, Kircubbin, Greyabbey, Ballywalter and Ballyhalbert. Some notes on relevant points 

from the 2018 village plans: 

 

Portaferry: 

https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/downloads/Portaferry_Village_Plan_Report_FINAL_1_FEB_

18.pdf  

 The effect of the temporary closure of Exploris Aquarium an its only hotel in 2016 

demonstrated the importance of visitors to the village’s economy.  

 Feedback forms from the village plan engagement revealed dereliction and emply old 

buildings to be an important issue to be addressed.  

 

Kircubbin: 

https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/downloads/Kircubbin_Village_Plan_Report_FINAL_31_Jan_

18.pdf  

 Harbour repair/restoration top issue to be addressed 

 4 of 6 overarching aims could support heritage assets 

o Strengthening the relationship between the Village and harbour 

o Enhancing the character and appearance of Kircubbin 

o Connecting people to places and spaces 

o Facilitating new business opportunities 

 

Greyabbey: 

https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/downloads/Greyabbey_Village_Plan_Report_FINAL_12_Feb

_18.pdf  

 4 of 5 overarching aims could support heritage assets 

o Facilitating business growth, community enterprise and social welfare 

o Championing history and heritage 

o Enhancing the built environment 

o Beautifying the village 

 Some interesting recommendations: 

https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/downloads/Portaferry_Village_Plan_Report_FINAL_1_FEB_18.pdf
https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/downloads/Portaferry_Village_Plan_Report_FINAL_1_FEB_18.pdf
https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/downloads/Kircubbin_Village_Plan_Report_FINAL_31_Jan_18.pdf
https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/downloads/Kircubbin_Village_Plan_Report_FINAL_31_Jan_18.pdf
https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/downloads/Greyabbey_Village_Plan_Report_FINAL_12_Feb_18.pdf
https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/downloads/Greyabbey_Village_Plan_Report_FINAL_12_Feb_18.pdf
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o Suggest Greyabbey business forum include heritage or separate group – heritage led 

regeneration  

o Form partnerships with community/heritage groups 

o Support idea of social enterprise 1.5 

o Establish a coordinated events and festival programme. The purpose of this strategic 

initiative would be for the Villages to join forces at particular peak times of the year by 

offering a packed itinerary of tourist events. 

o Derelict building strategy! 

o Signage 

o Promotion 

 

Ballywalter: 

https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/downloads/Ballywalter_Village_Plan_Report_FINAL_1_Feb

_18.pdf  

 Issues raised through consultation: 

o Historical importance of Village  

o Lack of integration with Village  

o Inaccessible Windmill Stump  

o Whitechurch Cemetery 

o disconnect  

o Air Raid Shelter along beach  

o The Perch 

o unknown historical asset  

o Lime Kilns have tourism potential 

o Pike Sunday 1798  

o lack of information 

 

Ballyhalbert: 

https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/downloads/Ballyhalbert_Village_Plan_Report_FINAL_12_Fe

b_18.pdf  

 Ballyhalbert’s strong interest in it’s history and Ulster Scot’s link was reflected in its 

overarching aims. A number of projects were recommended 

o Ulster Scots Trail 

o Refurbish RAF Ballyhalbert Control Tower 

o Create a path and add interpretation to the coastguard watch station near Burr Point 

 

 

Tourism in Upper Ards 
 

Ards and North Down 

Tourism Strategy 

‘Blue:Green, Creatively Connected’ was launched in 2018 with a 12 year strategy. The plan sets out a 

vision for tourism, regeneration and economic development within a planning context with clear 

steps that will be taken in pursuit of ongoing prosperity. 

https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/downloads/Ballywalter_Village_Plan_Report_FINAL_1_Feb_18.pdf
https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/downloads/Ballywalter_Village_Plan_Report_FINAL_1_Feb_18.pdf
https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/downloads/Ballyhalbert_Village_Plan_Report_FINAL_12_Feb_18.pdf
https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/downloads/Ballyhalbert_Village_Plan_Report_FINAL_12_Feb_18.pdf
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The strategy focuses on six thematic priorities:  

 promote to invest 

 connect places and people 

 equip with skills and spaces 

 excel in quality and value 

 nurture assets 

 maximise progress and potential.   

 

 

Tourism 

 Visit Ards and North Down website features individual heritage sites and historic villages 

within the audit area. There are also some trails on the site: 

o Christian Heritage Trail 

https://www.visitardsandnorthdown.com/pdf/Christian_Heritage_Booklet_2016.pdf  

The Ards and North Down Christian Heritage Trail incorporates a number of key sites 

across the Borough that played an important role in the spread of Christianity not 

only locally and in Ireland but throughout Europe too. For the audit area, the trail 

includes Greyabbey Cistercian Abbey and mentions are given to Derry Churches and 

Cooey’s Wells. 

o Great Wars Trail 

https://www.visitardsandnorthdown.com/great-wars 

Includes Ballyhalbert and Ballywalter airfields along with the SS Empire Tana, located 

just outside Portaferry 

o Strangford Lough Cycle Trail 

o Ulster Scots Heritage driving tours and other associated apps and information 

https://www.visitardsandnorthdown.com/things-to-do/Ulster-Scots-Heritage 

 Walk NI: Windmill Hill Walking Trail: 

http://www.walkni.com/d/walks/461/Portaferry%20Walking%20Leaflet%20v2.pdf 

 Strangford Lough and Lecale Partnership have some trails on their website but they’re not 

very visible. http://www.strangfordlough.org/maps-guides/ 

 Portaferry Visitor Centre is open seasonally and provides valuable information about the 

heritage assets of the Ards 

 

 

  

https://www.visitardsandnorthdown.com/pdf/Christian_Heritage_Booklet_2016.pdf
https://www.visitardsandnorthdown.com/great-wars
https://www.visitardsandnorthdown.com/things-to-do/Ulster-Scots-Heritage
http://www.walkni.com/d/walks/461/Portaferry%20Walking%20Leaflet%20v2.pdf
http://www.strangfordlough.org/maps-guides/
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RSA Heritage Index for Ards and North Down 
 

 Ards and North Down 

Total Score  

Composite score, weighted across assets and 

activities in all domains) 

2 

Assets Score 2 

Activities Score 10 

Heritage Potential 

11= Largest gap between levels of assets and 

(lower) levels of activity 

1 

Historic Built Environment  

Asset 

7 

Activity 10 

Overall 10 

Museums, Archives and Artefacts 

Asset 

4 

Activity 6 

Overall 5 

Industrial Heritage 

Asset 

1 

Activity 11 

Overall 2 

Parks and Open Space 

Asset 

2 

Activity 5 

Overall 4 

Landscape and Natural Heritage 

Asset 

1 

Activity 10 

Overall 1 

Cultures and Memories 

Overall (activity) 

7 

General/ Infrastructure 

Overall (activity) 

5 
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Total of heritage assets and breakdown in D73 Ards 
 

Heritage type Number of sites 

SMR 231 

LB 217 

Industrial 154 

Defence 21 

Gardens 4 

Registered Museums/ Collections 0 

Battle sites 2 

Conservation area 1 

Total 630 

Breakdown of more significant sites 

Scheduled and State Care monuments 6 

Scheduled sites and monuments 54 

Grade A Buildings 3 

Grade B+ Buildings 16 

Heritage at Risk 

HARNI 16 – 10 at risk, 6 safe – 1 demolition  
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Breakdown by heritage type  
 

 

 
In the RSA Heritage Index, the councils were ranked from 1-11 for each domain and ranked overall, 

according to their composite score. Ards and North Down came 2nd overall. However, a closer 

examination reveals the council scores poorly for activity in some areas. The council is recorded as 

being 7th in terms of Historic Built Environment assets and 10th in terms of activity. Industrial 

Heritage reveals a larger gap with the council scoring 1st for assets and 10th for activity.  

 

The desktop survey identified a total of 630 heritage assets within the audit the audit area. Sites and 

monuments and listed buildings are almost evenly represented with 37% and 34% respectively. 

There are also a notable number of industrial sites within the area at 24%.  

 

SMR

Listed Buildings

Industrial

Defence

Gardens

Battles Conservation area

Museums

SMR Listed Buildings Industrial Defence Gardens Battles Conservation area Museums
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Historic buildings 
 

 
Listed buildings within D73 audit area 

 

Listed Buildings 

 

Listed buildings are protected under the provisions of Section 80 of the Planning Act (NI) 2011. There 

are 217 Listed Buildings located within the audit area D73 (wards of Portaferry, Kircubbin, Portavogie 

and Ballywalter). An additional 11 buildings included on the Historic Buildings Register were record 

only. 
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The listed buildings tend to be concentrated in the vicinity of the town of Portaferry and villages of 

Greyabbey, Ballywalter and Kircubbin. 

 

Three of the listed buildings are Grade A Listed and sixteen Grade B+ Listed 

 

A Listed Buildings: 

 

 Portaferry Presbyterian Church (HB24/01/046), Meeting House Street, Portaferry 

 Rosemount House (HB24/04/017 A), Rosemount, Greyabbey 

 Ballywalter Park House & garden walling (HB24/04/028), Springvale, Ballywalter 

 

B+ Listed: 

 

 The Market House (HB24/01/001), The Square, Portaferry 

 15 The Square (HB24/01/003), Portaferry 

 South Rock Dwellings (HB24/01/097), off Newcastle Road, Newcastle, Portaferry (5 

individual dwellings) 

 Portaferry House (HB24/01/105), Portaferry 

 Farm Buildings, Portaferry House Demesne (HB24/01/106), Portaferry 

 Holy Trinity C of I Church (HB24/02/009), Main Street, Kircubbin 

 R.C. Church Lisbane (HB24/02/038), Rowreagh Road, Lisbane, Kircubbin 

 Non-subscribing Presbyterian Church (HB24/03/019), Ballyhemlin Road, Ballyhemlin (near 

Kircubbin) 

 Balligan Church of St. Andrew (C of I) (HB24/03/020), Balligan 

 St. Saviour’s C of I Parish Church (HB24/04/020), Church Street, Greyabbey 

 Stableyard, Ballywalter Park (HB24/04/029), Ballywalter 

 Holy Trinity (C of I) Church (HB24/04/042), Whitechurch Road, Whitechurch, Ballywalter 

 

Other significant listed buildings identified in audit area: 

 Castle Restaurant etc. 1-3 Castle Street, Portaferry (HB24/01/025) 

 Quinton Castle, 3 Kearney Road, Portaferry (HB24/01/079) 

 12 houses in Kearney Village (HB24/01/085, 086A and B, 087-095) 

 Barholm, 11 The Strand, Portaferry (HB24/01/128) 

 Lime Kiln, Ballywhite, Portaferry (HB24/01/167) 

 Rubane House and outbuildings (now Echlinville Distillery), 62 Gransha Road, Portavogie 

(HB24/02/033, 034A and B) 

 QUB Marine Biology Station, 12 The Strand, Portaferry (HB24/01/027) 

 

Heritage at Risk Northern Ireland (HARNI) 

 

The Heritage at Risk register has been compiled by Ulster Architectural Heritage as part of an 

agreement with DfC. The Register highlights almost 500 buildings and monuments of architectural 

and historic interest whose future seems threatened but may be suitable for restoration and repair.  
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There are total of 17 HARNI structures in the audit area. Six of the buildings have been restored or 

had remedial action and are now considered to be safe. Ten structures remain at risk, and continue 

to deteriorate further. A further building, 2-4 The Strand Portaferry (HB24/01/034), suffered 

unauthorised demolition in 2005. 

 

Buildings and structures currently at risk: 

HB no Address Listing Grade Conservation 

Area 

HB24/01/015 18-20 Ferry Street Portaferry 

Co Down BT22 1PB 

B Yes 

HB24/01/016 

 

22-24 Ferry Street Portaferry 

Newtownards Co Down BT22 

1PB 

B1 Yes 

HB24/01/048 7 High Street Portaferry Co 

Down BT22 1QT 

B1 Yes 

HB24/01/054 38-40 Shore Road Portaferry Co 

Down BT22 1JZ 

B2 Yes 

*HB24/01/130* 15-16 The Strand Portaferry  B1 Yes 

HB24/01/139 2-4 Church Street Portaferry B1 Yes 

HB24/01/140 6-8 Church Street Portaferry Record only Yes 

HB24/04/010 88 Main Street, Greyabbey B1 No 

HB24/04/014 2 Church Street, Greyabbey B1 No 

HB24/04/018 Abbey gate lodge & gates, 

Rosemount House, Greyabbey 

B1 No 

 

*It must be noted that 15-16 The Strand (HB24/01/130) has undergone significant restoration of the 

terrace house. The record refers to the significant buildings to the rear. HARNI record quote follows: 

“Large two storey 'terrace' house with full height canted bays and carriage gateway, whose 

Edwardian appearance disguises a much older structure. The main portion of this building to the 

east and above the gateway was built in in the 1770s. To the rear of the house is a large three storey 

warehouse complex, largely dating from the 1780s and originally built as part of a brewery. Together 

this complex has a very interesting history and is of much architectural interest. The warehouses to 

the rear are in poor condition with the structure of the roof near collapse if intervention is not taken 

soon. Of most interest is the purlins which are the masts of ships.” 

 

It was noted that during a visit to Portaferry and Greyabbey, the HARNI buildings at have continued 

to deteriorate.  
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18-20 and 22-24 Ferry Street, Portaferry 

 

 

HARNI saves 

Six buildings on the HARNI register have been saved, including two archaeological sites in Portaferry, 

and one in Ballywalter. Three other ‘saves’ were located on Main Street, Kircubben and brought 

back in use.  

 

HB no Address Listing Grade Conservation 

Area 

HB24/01/043 

(DOW032:004) 

Templecraney Old Church Church 

Street, Portaferry  

Record only Yes 

HB24/01/124 

(DOW024:032) 

‘The Abbacy’ 1A Abbacy Road 

Ardquin, Portaferry  

Record only No 

HB24/02/004 25-27 Main Street Kircubbin 

Newtownards 

B2 No 

HB24/02/005 B 35 Main Street Kircubbin, 

Newtownards 

B2 No 

HB24/02/005 C 37 Main Street Kircubbin 

Newtownards  

B2 No 

HB24/04/043 

(DOW012:006) 

Ballywalter Church ruins, Dunover 

Road, Whitechurch 

Record only No 

 

 Templecraney Old Church (HB24/01/043) was delisted in 2007 but remains a scheduled 

monument. It was conserved in 2015 through a management agreement between HED and 

the Ards and North Down Borough Council. Heavy ivy growth removed and ruins 

consolidated mainly edges and wall top work. Dominant feature on village skyline now. It is 

accessed on local festivals.  

 Ballywalter Old Chruch (HB24/04/043) was also conserved (2014-2015) though management 

agreement with local authority. As with Templecraney, the works spec was recorded and 

part funded by HED, focusing on walltops, edges and around windows. 

 Remedial conservation works for the Abbacy (HB24/01/124) have been carried out where 

needed by the Department and undergoing monitoring by the Historic Environment 

Division. The scheduling record for this prominent and intriguing site observes that the 
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upstanding ruins functioned in the 17th century as a manor house. The ruins stand rather 

unusually either side of a two-storey, red-brick dwelling of 1904. However, it is now believed 

that the two tall, gabled, stone-built structures have earlier origins, and the site is thought to 

have functioned as a Bishop's Manor from the 13th century. 

 

These archaeological sites demonstrate the ongoing resource needed to conserve and protect these 

significant sites for future generations to enjoy. 

 

There is little information on the restoration of the buildings on Main Street Kircubbin. However, 

their sympathetic development demonstrates the potential for revitalising buildings and areas with 

heritage led regeneration. 

 

Conservation Area 

Areas of special architectural or historic interest, where it is desirable to preserve or enhance the 

character, are designated as a conservation area. Section 4 of the Planning (NI) Act 2011 applies. 

Conservation Area Consent is required before demolishing an unlisted building within a Conservation 

Area. There are currently 50 conservation areas in Northern Ireland, one of which is within the 

Upper Ards audit area (D73). Portaferry Conservation area is located on the southern end of the Ards 

Peninsula. 

 
Figure 1 Portaferry Conservation Area Boundary 

 

Portaferry Conservation Area was designated in 1983 to retain Portaferry’s unique and important 

character. It is hoped conservation could help to promote economic regeneration through the 

identification and enhancement of the architectural and historic character of the village.  
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The Portaferry Conservation Area comprises much of the older village and a number of factors 

combine to give the area a distinctive character. The medieval origins of Portaferry, together with 

the village’s subsequent role as a market town and commercial centre are represented in the 

valuable architectural heritage which give Portaferry its unique character. 

 

Areas of Townscape Townscape Character (ATC/AVC) 

Areas of Townscape Character (ATCs) exhibit distinct character and intrinsic qualities, often based on 

the historic built form. In some places the variety, or consistency of the overall character is 

particularly distinctive, and merits protection from inappropriate change. Proposed or designated 

ATCs introduce control over the demolition of an unlisted building. 

 

The villages of Greyabbey and Kircubbin have been designated Areas of Townscape Character. 

 

Greyabbey 

 
Greyabbey Settlement Map showing ATC in pink. 

 

The distinctive character, appearance, key features and intrinsic qualities of Greyabbey and the basis 

for its designation as an Area of Townscape Character derive from: 

 Its setting in a historic landscape; the Square, comprising the village’s most important 

building group, including the Gate Lodge and Gate Screen, the old Court House and Cell 

Block, the Primary School, Lough House and other well proportioned Georgian dwellings; the 

Georgian Tea-rooms at the eastern end of Main Street, the ‘Gothic’ folly on the hill and 

Church Street leading to St Saviours Church and the ageless ruins of the Abbey; other key 

buildings 

 The historic and physical relationships between the Village, the Abbey, the demesne and the 

Lough. 
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 Architecturally it is varied, including Gothic, Renaissance, The Picturesque and Georgian 

styles. A sense of cohesiveness is obtained, by the use of a common scale and proportions, 

and the use of similar materials. 

The physical and symbolic interrelationships between the Village, The Abbey and the Demesne are 

paramount, especially at The Square and Church Street where they appear to converge. 

It is considered that Greyabbey possesses a special character and sense of place and it is the 

Department’s view that the historic village is of sufficient significance to merit designation as a 

Conservation Area. The Department intends to do so as and when resources permit. 

 

 

Kirkubbin 

 
Kirkubbin settlement map with ATC in dashed blue 

 

The distinctive character, appearance, key features and intrinsic qualities of Kircubbin’s historic core 

and the basis for its designation as an Area of Townscape Character derive from: 

 its setting in a historic landscape; 
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 the distinct character of the shoreline is a key element, the old quay at the northern end of 

the town and its close association with the Main Street.  

 The open landscape setting of the White and Monaghan banks (drumlins).  

The interdependence of these three elements is the essence of the character of Kircubbin 

 Other key buildings 

 

Archaeology 

 
Sites and monuments within D73 audit area 
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Sites and Monuments  

There are 231 sites and monuments recorded within D73.  Of these Greyabbey Cistercian Abbey, 

Kirkistown Castle, The White House, Portaferry Castle, Derry Churches and Millin Bay Cairn are in 

State Care and mainly open to the public. There are 54 scheduled sites, 29 of which are maritime 

sites and represent the maritime character of the Upper Ards: 

 

State Care Monuments 

There are 6 monuments in State Care, 4 of which are also scheduled or with a proposed scheduled 

area.  

SMRNo Edited_Typ General_Pe 

DOW011:010 GREY ABBEY: CISTERCIAN ABBEY MED/L.MED 

DOW025:007 TOWER-HOUSE AND BAWN: KIRKISTOWN CASTLE POST-MED 

DOW025:019 FORTIFIED HOUSE & BAWN: THE WHITE HOUSE POST-MED 

DOW032:003 TOWER-HOUSE: PORTAFERRY CASTLE LATE-MED 

DOW032:005 DERRY CHURCHES.  TWO EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCHES: 
CHURCHES OF DERE 

E.CHRIST. 

DOW032:015 MILLIN BAY CAIRN.  COMPLEX CAIRN LATE NEO 

 

Millin Bay Cairn DOW032:015 

The site is unique in Ireland, although individual features have been linked to other sites and 

cultures in Ireland & abroad. It is also the only example of Neolithic occupation if the Ards. 

The cairn is situated on the ridge of a raised beach at Millin Bay, approximately 100m from the 

shore. An excavation was carried out here in the early 1950s by Professor Estyn Evans of Queen’s 

University. Within the cairn was a long cist containing the disarticulated remains of at least 16 

individuals, with one cremation. There were also 8 small cists, some with cremations. Some of the 

structural stones were decorated. There have been subsequent investigations in 1991 and 2005 and 

there is a good possibility of further burials outside the State Care zone.  

 

Derry Churches (DOW032:005) 

The churches are located approximately 1.5km north-east of Portaferry on the summit of rising 

ground. These two ruined churches lie almost, but not quite parallel to each other. One or both of 

the churches are dedicated to St. Cummain, virgin, whose festival was anciently observed in the 

church on 29th May. A holy water font formerly in one of the chapels is now in the RC church in 

Portaferry. The churches were excavated in 1962, shortly after being taken into state care. An earlier 

structure, timber-framed with stone foundations, was found below the south church. Both churches 

cover graves, with those under the south church seeming to be earlier. Finds included souterrain 

ware, medieval wares, fragments of millefiori glass and bronze and iron pins.  

 

Greyabbey (DOW011:10) 

Grey Abbey is a Cistercian abbey founded in 1193 by Affreca, wife of John deCourcy. It exhibits early 

Gothic features at a time when late Romanesque work was still common in Ireland. After the Bruce 

wars (1315-18), the abbey was controlled by the O'Neills of Clandeboye until the dissolution. It was 

burned during the Elizabethan wars, but restored by Hugh Montgomery in 1607 and used for parish 

worship until 1778. Some significant portions of the structure still stands, including the church, 

vestry, chapter house, dayroom and kitchen. 
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Portaferry Castle (DOW032:003) 

Portaferry Castle overlooks the narrow straits at the entrance of Strangford Lough in Portaferry 

town. It is thought to have been built in the early 16th century by the Savage family, who were very 

active in the Ards. It was refurbished in 1635, with new floors and roof, large windows and an 

adjoining house added. The tower is three storeys high, with an attic. On the south-east corner is a 

turret which rises an extra storey. Though now blocked, the original pointed doorway survives, set in 

the turret and defended by a drophole below. 

 

KIrkistown Castle (DOW025:007) 

Kirkistown, set just inland of the eastern coast of the Ards Peninsula, comprises a 17th century tower-

house and bawn. It was reputedly built by Roland Savage in 1622, with major alterations in the 18th 

century. A brief excavation was carried out in 1984 to examine the castle's foundations. This 

revealed that the castle lacks deep masonry foundations, with the north-east corner of the tower-

house sittting on a single-course plinth of boulders, while smaller stones were more often used in 

the north-west corner.  

 

The White House (DOW025:019) 

The White House is thought to have been built by Patrick Savage in the 1640's and is typical of the 

gabled houses which began to supplant the tower-house at that time. It is enclosed in a bawn or 

courtyard, of which little now remains. The house was two storeys high and each face of the house 

pierced with numerous gun loops. The gables survive intact along with a fair proportion of the side 

walls. Trial excavations in 1959 produced some broken roofing slates. A transcript from a postcard 

dated 14th August 1938/39 suggest a souterrain leads from the fortified house close to the sea, it 

reads " There is a fine walled underground passage made by smugglers originally about half a mile 

long 3ft to 4ft high, you can explore about 60 yards of it including two right angled bends with ample 

storage room at the corners". 

 

Scheduled Monuments 

 

SMRNo Name General Period WARDNAME 

DOW011:011 RATH Early Christian Ballywalter 

DOW011:018 INTERTIDAL LANDSCAPE Uncertain Ballywalter 

DOW012:004 MOTTE Medieval Ballywalter 

DOW012:006 BALLYWALTER OLD CHURCH, WHITE 
CHURCH.  MEDIEVAL CHURCH & 
GRAVEYARD, with 3 C13TH COFFIN LIDS: 
BALLYWALTER OLD CHURCH; WHITE 
CHURCH 

Medieval Ballywalter 

DOW012:010 BLACK ABBEY, ST. ANDREW'S IN THE 
ARDS.  BENEDICTINE ABBEY & C13TH 
COFFIN LID: BLACK ABBEY or ST. 
ANDREW'S in the ARDS 

Medieval Ballywalter 

DOW012:501 WINDMILL STUMP (c.f. IHR 2815 for 
details) 

C19th  Ballywalter 
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DOW012:502 Windmill Stump - cf IHR 2800 
 

Ballywalter 

DOW018:004 STANDING STONE Prehistoric PORTAVOGIE 

DOW018:005 MOTTE Medieval PORTAVOGIE 

DOW024:032 THE ABBACY.  MANOR HOUSE & BAWN: 
THE ABBACY 

Post-Med KIRCUBBIN 

DOW024:038 ROUND ISLAND.  STRUCTURAL COMPLEX - 
poss. boat burial? 

Uncertain KIRCUBBIN 

DOW025:005 ARDKEEN CASTLE, CASTLE HILL.  MOTTE 
AND BAILEY WITH LATER TOWER-HOUSE: 
CASTLE HILL 

Medieval KIRCUBBIN 

DOW025:006 ARDKEEN CHURCH.  CHURCH & 
GRAVEYARD & COFFIN LIDS (2): ARDKEEN 
CHURCH 

Medieval KIRCUBBIN 

DOW025:008 MOTTE & possible BAILEY Medieval KIRCUBBIN 

DOW025:015 CHURCH (in ruins) C12th  KIRCUBBIN 

DOW025:016 CASTLEBOY.  TOWER-HOUSE: CASTLEBOY C15th KIRCUBBIN 

DOW025:018 CHURCH, GRAVEYARD, CROSS SLAB & 
SOUTERRAIN 

Early Christian PORTAFERRY 

DOW025:021 SHANKILL.  CHURCH (in ruins) & 
GRAVEYARD 

Medieval PORTAFERRY 

DOW025:500 C17TH WINDMILL - IHR No. 3074 Post-Med KIRCUBBIN 

DOW032:004 TEMPLECRANEY.  MEDIEVAL & POST-MED. 
CHURCH & GRAVEYARD & ENCLOSURE: 
TEMPLECRANEY 

Medieval PORTAFERRY 

DOW032:009 PLATFORM RATH Early Christian PORTAFERRY 

DOW032:012 BALLYTRUSTAN.  MEDIEVAL CHURCH & 
GRAVEYARD: BALLYTRUSTAN; 
THRUSTAYNISTONE 

Medieval PORTAFERRY 

DOW032:014 PLATFORM RATH Early Christian PORTAFERRY 

DOW032:017 TARA FORT.  BIVALLATE RATH: TARA FORT Early Christian PORTAFERRY 

DOW032:500 PORTAFERRY WINDMILL.  WINDMILL 
STUMP: PORTAFERRY WINDMILL (c.f. IHR 
3264 for details) 

C19th  PORTAFERRY 

MRD149:004 STONE SLIPWAY OR QUAY Post-Med Ballywalter 

MRD149:007 STONE AND WOODEN FISH TRAP Post-Med Ballywalter 

MRD149:009 STONE FISH TRAP Medieval Ballywalter 

MRD149:010 CONCENTRATION OF STONES Uncertain Ballywalter 

MRD149:011 STONE FISH TRAP Medieval Ballywalter 

MRD149:012 STONE ALIGNMENTS Uncertain Ballywalter 

MRD149:033 KELP GRID Post-Med Ballywalter 

MRD168:053 LANDING STAGE Uncertain Ballywalter 

MRD168:054 CLEARED SLIPWAY Post-Med Ballywalter 

MRD168:055 STONE FISH TRAP Medieval Ballywalter 

MRD168:056 RAFT LAUNCHING SITE Modern Ballywalter 

MRD168:062 STONE FISH TRAP Medieval KIRCUBBIN 

MRD168:068 THE RAGHERIES.  WOODEN FISH TRAP Medieval Ballywalter 

MRD168:070 STONE FISH TRAP Medieval Ballywalter 
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MRD168:071 KELP GRID Post-Med Ballywalter 

MRD168:072 STONE FISH TRAP Medieval Ballywalter 

MRD168:073 STONE SLIPWAY OR QUAY POST-MED Ballywalter 

MRD168:074 WOODEN FISH TRAP Medieval Ballywalter 

MRD168:076 TREE STUMPS Mesolithic Ballywalter 

MRD168:077 TREE STUMP Mesolithic Ballywalter 

MRD168:080 WOODEN FISH TRAP Medieval Ballywalter 

MRD168:081 TREE STUMPS Mesolithic Ballywalter 

MRD168:082 SUBMERGED TREE STUMP Prehistoric Ballywalter 

MRD168:084 STONE FISH TRAP Medieval Ballywalter 

MRD168:087 KELP GRID Uncertain Ballywalter 

MRD168:142 Kircubbin Harbour.  QUAY, SLIPWAY AND 
MOORING 

Post-Med KIRCUBBIN 

MRD168:152 LOGBOAT Prehistoric Ballywalter 

MRD168:167 GREYABBEY BAY.  SUBMERGED 
WOODLAND 

Prehistoric Ballywalter 

MRD187:088 TIDAL MILL WALL C18th KIRCUBBIN 

 

Archaeological evidence  

The following is a picture of the Upper Ards audit area through a select review of the archaeological 

evidence.  

 

Prehistory 

The earliest phase of Irish prehistory, the Mesolithic (c. 7000–3500 BC) is characterised by a lifestyle 

centred on fishing, hunting and gathering. Groups tended to stay close to sources of waters and 

moved according to food supply building temporary hut sites rather than permanent settlements, 

leaving little traces. The Ards Peninsula and in particular the shores of Strangford Lough have been 

continually inhabited from around 10,000 years ago. There is evidence of Mesolithic habitation along 

the east coast of Strangford Lough. An occupation site near Greyabbey (DOW011:022) lies close to a 

submerged natural woodland, evident through remaining tree stumps, also from Mesolithic period 

(Scheduled sites MRD168:076, 077 and 081). A further occupation site (DOW032:025) was identified 

in 1950, on a raised beach beside the coast road 1km south east from Portaferry. A find spot at 

Nun’s Quarter to the north of Kircubbin (DOW018:029) and tidally submerged peat and wood 

material observed in the small sandy inlet to the south-east of Kirkubbin Quay, also date to the 

Mesolithic period. 

 

The Neolithic period (4000BC‐2500 BC) saw the introduction of farming and the arrival of new stone 

technology. The only example of Neolithic occupation within the audit area is Millin Bay Cairn 

(DOW032:015) on the eastern coast of the Ards peninsula, to the south-east of Portaferry. There is 

also a scheduled Neolithic logboat (MRD168:152) located on the foreshore in the middle of 

Greyabbey Bay. 

 

Around 2,500BC is the beginning of the Bronze Age period, marked by the introduction of metallurgy 

in Ireland. It was the Bronze Age people who erected dolmens and standing stones.  A cist burial 

(DOW032:024) dating from this period was recorded in 1868 at Knockineider on the east side of the 
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Ards peninsula, approximately 4km east of Portaferry and a possible cist (DOW032:035) lies in its 

immediate vicinity. Three standing stones (DOW032:006) lie 1.5 km to the north-west of these. 

There are further instances of standing stones within the audit area. There is a scheduled standing 

stone (DOW018:004) located just outside Ballyhalbert, with a further standing stone recorded on the 

OS 1860 6” map just over 1km to the north-west. There is also a stone located on the northern shore 

of Millin Bay (DOW032:016). 

 

During building work on part of a sand dune beside Kirkistown castle on the old beach level inland of 

Cloghy Bay, a beehive quern (DOW025:034) was found near the surface of the sandy ground, 

suggesting the possibility that the castle site rests on or near an Iron Age site.  

 

Early Christian  

The Early Christian period (c. 450‐1150 AD) is a heavily represented period in terms of surviving 

archaeological sites in Ireland. This period experienced a significant increase in farming, partially due 

to the advancements in farming technology. The improved design of the plough opened up new 

types of land to cultivation as heavier soils could now be tackled. There are 27 Early Christian sites 

within the Upper Ards audit area. 

 

The most common site examples in Ireland are circular enclosures, known as raths or ringforts. 

There are 20 raths within the audit area, of which 4 are scheduled: Tara Fort (DOW032:017), a 

bivallate rath; DOW011:011; DOW032:009 and DOW032:014. The raths are predominantly found on 

the eastern side of the peninsula and south of Cloughey. 

 

There are two notable Early Christian ecclesiastical sites: Derry Churches (DOW032:005), 

approximately 2.5km north east from Portaferry and Slanes Church, graveyard, cross slab and 

souterrain (DOW025:018) approximately 1.5km south of Cloughey. 

 

During the 9th century the Viking raids began. The Vikings invaded Carlingford and Strangford 

Loughs, giving both their names. The name Strangford originally referred only to the Narrows - 

strong inlet. Originally, this name refers only to the narrow channel linking the loch to the sea 

(between the villages of Portaferry and Strangford). Up until the 18th century the main body of the 

loch was better known by its older, Irish name, Loch Cuan. 

 

There is evidence of a Viking base in the Strangford Lough in the mid 9th century, thought to be 

about 822 but it is not known how long it lasted. What is thought to be a Viking bracelet has recently 

been found in the vicinity of Inishargie, Kircubbin. This is the only substantial physical evidence for 

the Viking invasion of Strangford Lough (information from Journal of the Upper Ards Historical 

Society). 

 

Medieval  

The Medieval Period c.1200AD — c.1600AD saw a period of great change, pre‐empted by the arrival 

of the Anglo‐Normans in 1177, which marked a watershed in the political history of Ireland. The 

feudalisation of Gaelic‐Irish society began in c.1000AD, demarcated by the apparent abandonment 

of ringforts.  
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The medieval period is well represented within the audit areas with 54 sites recorded. There are 8 

fortified sites within the audit area, indicating a turbulent time. State Care Monument, Portaferry 

Castle (DOW32:003) along with scheduled sites Ardkeen Castle (DOW025:005), Kirkstown motte and 

bailey (DOW025:008), Donover Motte (DOW 012:004), Castleboy Tower House (DOW025:016) and 

Ballyhalbert Motte (DOW018:005) are tangible remnants of this period on the landscape. 

 

There are a number of notable ecclesiastical sites: Greyabbey Cistercian Abbey (DOW011:010), is a 

State Care Monument, while Ardkeen Church (DOW025:006), Templecraney (DOW032:004) 

Ballywalter Old Church (DOW012:006), Black Abbey (DOW012:010), Shankill Church ruins 

(DOW025:021) and Castleboy Church (DOW025:015) are scheduled examples within the audit area. 

 

There is evidence of medieval settlement in Portaferry town (DOW032:031) and a record of 

medieval settlement in Balliggan (DOW018:022) ‘approximately 2.5km north east of Kircubbin. There 

are references to the repair of houses, purchase of supplies, upkeep of plough teams, servants & 

herdsmen & the purchase of animals in the 1211 -1212 Pipe Roll.  

 

Modern period 

The Modern Period (1600AD – Present day) saw continued activity in the Upper Ards audit area.  

 

Kirkistown Castle (DOW025:007) and The White House (DOW025:019) are post-medieval 

fortifications now in State Care. Kirkistown Castle set on the east coast of the Ards Peninsula, 

comprises a 17th century tower-house and bawn, reputedly built by Roland Savage. The White House 

was probably built by Patrick Savage in the 1640's and is typical of the gabled houses which began to 

supplant the tower-house at that time.  

 

c. 1613 James I granted a charter for a market and ferry to the Savage family, after which Portaferry 

developed as a trading port. Portaferry (DOW032:031) was improved by Sir James Montomery in the 

17th century and later developed in the 18th and 19th century by the Nugent family (formerly the 

Savage family). During the late 18th/early 19th century, Portaferry was a major trading port in 

Northern Ireland. 
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Industrial Heritage 

 

 
Industrial heritage in D73 audit area 
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There are 154 industrial sites within the audit area, reflecting the expansion into this area during the 

industrial revolution. The majority of the sites are related to manufacturing, including linen mills, 

corn mills, saw mills and brick works. There are also sites relating to the areas maritime history, with 

harbours at Portavogie, Kircubbin and Portaferry, along with coastguard stations, quays, shipbuilding 

and the Portaferry - Strangford Ferry. The kelp industry is also significant within the audit area. 

 

Four of the industrial heritage sites have been scheduled and are all windmill stumps. According to 

the local walking guides, at one time there were over 50 windmills on the Ards Peninsula, leading it 

to be known at one time as the “Little Holland of the North.” These mills were used for flax scutching 

and for grinding grain. Most were built by 17 local landowners, whose tenants would then pay to use 

it or would hand over a percentage of their crop as payment. There are 35 windmill sites recorded 

within the audit area. 

 

Outside the audit area, in the lower Ards, Ballycopeland Windmill in Millilsle is the only remaining 

windmill in Northern Ireland with its original mechanism still existing.  It was built in the late 18th 

century and was worked until 1915. It is a State Care site. 

 

Scheduled Industrial sites 

SMR no. Type General Period 

DOW012:501 WINDMILL STUMP (c.f. IHR 2815 for details) C19th  

DOW012:502 Windmill Stump - cf IHR 2800  

DOW025:500 C17TH WINDMILL - IHR No. 3074 Post-Med 

DOW032:500 Portaferry Windmill stump IHR 3264 C19th  

 

DOW012:501 (IHR 02815:003:00) 

This is a fine windmill stump associated with Grayabbey Corn Mill (IHR 02815:000:00) and located jut 

over 1.5km south-east of Greyabbey village. It stands over 9m high and still contains a substantial 

part of the original mechanism, although now in somewhat decayed condition.  

 

DOW012:502 (IHR 2800:000:00) 

This windmill stands on a high hill overlooking Ballywalter from the west, situated along the edge of 

Stump Road. The structure stands 5.5m high, and the interior 3.8m across. Surviving sockets in the 

south wall indicate that a stairway was used to access the upper floors. The western door has 

deteriorated but the east still contains a timber lintel below the relieving arch. This lintel contains 

numerous dowels and it is suggested that it has been recycled from a boat. Original harling protects 

the exterior stonework of the structure. Even after falling into disuse the coastal location of the 

structure lent to an ongoing function as a navigational aid. 

 

DOW025:500 (IHR 03075:000:00) 

This 17th century tower mill, believed to have been built between 1650 and 1683, is located in the 

grounds of Kirkistown Castle Golf Club. It is one of the earliest known examples of windmills in 

Northern Ireland. It is likely to be the one built by James McGill of Kirkistown Castle, mentioned in a 

1683 description of the Ards as providing a useful navigation mark for shipping.  
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DOW032:500 (IHR 3264:000:00) 

Portaferry Windmill was built by the Savage family in 1771. It originally had two sets of millstones 

but was completely destroyed by fire on Christmas Day 1878. Only the mill stump remains and is still 

an important navigational aid to shipping coming up the Lough.  

 

Parks and Gardens 

 
Registered parks and gardens within D73 audit area  
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There are three Registered Parks, Gardens and Demesnes of Special Historic Interest and one 

supplementary site. The audit area also sites at the edge of Mount Stewart, which is a popular 

National Trust property just north of Greyabbey. 

 

Ballywalter Park (D-004)  

The present demesne is an amalgamation of two adjoining older establishments, namely 

Ballymagown, later Springvale House, and Ballyatwood to the west. Planting and features remain 

from the earlier phase. Ballywalter Park is the home of Lord & Lady Dunleath and it has been in their 

family for 170 years. The Mansion House was built in the Italianate Palazzo style by architect Sir 

Charles Lanyon. The house is surrounded by 30 acres of pleasure grounds and is situated within the 

walled demesne of some 270 acres. This is now a private venue used for a range of uses including 

use as a film location, conference facilities and country sports. The estate also offers cultural tours 

and group visits. 

 

Greyabbey House(D-051)  

The name, Greyabbey, which is also that of the adjacent village, derives from the late 12th century 

Cistercian Abbey at the site. The ruins of the abbey lie adjacent to the Estate's grounds and are 

visible from the house. Church Hill, to the south of the Abbey, is believed to be one of the first 

landscaped parks in Ireland. Originally the property of the Clandeboye O’Neills, Grey Abbey was 

granted in 1607 to Sir, later Viscount, Hugh Montgomery. The demesne remains in the ownership of 

the Montgomery family who now facilitate historical, architectural and horticultural groups to learn 

about the demesne. 

 

Ruban House (Echlinville) (D-054) 

The site of a late 17th century former house called Echlinville, of which the late 18th century library 

addition survives. The present house on the site, designed by Lanyon, dates from 1860 and is now 

privately owned as a distillery. The distillery offers tours and afternoon tea.  

 

Portaferry House (D-047) (supplementary site) 

The demesne is laid out as a fine landscape park for the 1760 house, enlarged in the early 1820s 

after additions and alterations were made to the house by Andrew Nugent. It is placed in a splendid 

position overlooking lawns, pleasure grounds, a series of small lakes and parkland to Strangford 

Lough. The parkland incorporates extensive woodland blocks, screens and isolated park trees. 

Nugent’s Wood alongside the shore belongs to the National Trust.  
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Defence 

 
Defence sites in D73 audit area 

Northern Ireland’s defence heritage represents a significant period in our history with many 20th 

century defensive structures dotted around Northern Ireland. These include training trenches, gun 

and searchlight emplacements, pillboxes, airfields, harbours etc. The majority are derelict, some 
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have been reused or altered (part of the former RAF Kirkistown is now a motor racing track) and 

others are in a state of decay or have been demolished. 

 

The audit area features 21 defence sites, largely associated with World War II and mainly focused 

along the eastern coast of the peninsula. 

 

Airfields and associated structures 

 Kirkinstown  

o RAF Kirkiston officially opened in July 1941, as the satellite airfield serving RAF Fighter 

Command located at Ballyhalbert on the Ards Peninsula. The airfield was originally 

constructed with three runways and four ‘blister’ hangars. 

o Remaining features: hardstanding’s, runways, associated airfield buildings, defence 

structures and fighter dispersal pens lie to the west and south west of the main site. 

o Condition of remaining airfield features are recorded to be “Fair”. However, there is 

continuing redevelopment of the site due to the sites use a prime motor sport venue. 

 

 Ballyhalbert 

o Inactive World War 2 Airfield. 

o Remaining features: Sections of the runways and the perimeter track remain, mainly on 

the west side of the site. Hardstanding’s, the derelict remains of the control tower, 

airfield defence structures are also remaining as well as associated dispersed airfield 

structures. The site is in poor condition. 

 

 Ballywalter 

o Grass airstrip, used exclusively in world War Two for aircraft storage. The site is known 

officially as Number. 16 Satellite Landing Ground (SLG), one of several developed as a 

Maintenance Unit (MU) for RAF Aldergrove in 1941. The site was in full use through to 

the end of WW2, closing in March 1945. 

o Remains of some WW2 brick buildings can be identified as well as concrete airfield 

defence structures. Part of the pre-existing wall surrounding Ballywalter Park was 

demolished to permit aircraft to be taxied from the airstrip to be parked in the grounds 

of the park. The site remains are recorded to be in “fair condition”. 

 

 

Battle sites 

The Market House in Portaferry was the focus of a major skirmish during the United Irish rebellion of 

1798. The house was successfully defended by a small garrison under the command of Captain 

Matthews and supported by fire from the revenue cutter “Buckingham” moored in Strangford 

Lough.  

 

There is also a record of a battle of Corrog, known from local tradition, though there is nothing more 

known. 
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Other 
 

Museums 

There are no accredited museums within the audit area. However, there is an Ards and North Down 

Borough Council run museum with a remit for the whole borough.  

 

North Down Museum 

North Down Museum, based at Bangor Castle, tells the story of the North Down area from the 

Bronze Age to the present day, each exhibition is dedicated to a particular era of local history. The 

Museum offers a variety of learning activities for schools and visitors and engages with community 

groups throughout the borough to explore local histories, collections and stories. The museum also 

has a community gallery which can be used by community groups to host exhibitions. 

 

The Ropewalk 

A maritime heritage hub created by volunteers at Portaferry and Stangford Trust contains collections 

of artefacts, photographs and documents relating to the area’s maritime heritage. 

 

Building Preservation Trusts 

There are two groups who have been involved in preserving buildings found within the audit area,  

Friends of Portaferry Presbyterian Church and Portaferry Regeneration Ltd.  

 

Friends of Portaferry Presbyterian Church 

Friends of Portaferry Presbyterian Church were set up in order to restore their church. Portaferry 

Presbyerian Church dates to 1839 and was designed by the architect John Millar. When a condition 

report was carried out it became apparent the restoration was beyond the means of the 

congregation. Friends of Portaferry Presbyterian Church sought funding from National Lottery 

Heritage Fund (formerly HLF). They carried out the £1.6m restoration of the building in 2015, with 

assistance from NLHF with a widened social remit.  

 

The restoration included a complete structural overhaul as well as upgrading the building with 21st 

century A/V facilities. An extension, in the Greek Revival style added a meeting room and much 

needed modern facilities. A new entrance to the grounds was created at the town end and the 

building given a complete decorative makeover. The building is now a multi-purpose venue known 

as Portico. The project received a Heritage Angels award in 2018. 

 

Portaferry Regeneration Ltd 

Portaferry Regeneration Ltd recognises the outstanding natural beauty of Portaferry’s surroundings 

and seeks to make the town a more desirable place to live in and visit by facilitating: 

 the creation and development of self-sustaining local businesses 

 the restoration of its built heritage and the elimination of dereliction 

 the development of its amenities, tourist attractions and infrastructure. 

 

Townscape Heritage Initiative 
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In 2010, Portaferry Regeneration Ltd embarked on a Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI) project, 

prompted by problems of serious disrepair and dereliction within Portaferry’s historic conservation 

area.  

 

A substantial £1.23 million National Lottery Heritage Fund (then Heritage Lottery Fund) grant was 

secured, along with support from Ards and North Down Borough Council, Northern Ireland Housing 

Executive, the former Department of the Environment and property owners. 

 

The scheme has generated new uses in a total of 10 historic properties, including office, retail, 

rental, holiday let and residential accommodation as well as community and business facilities. The 

Market House and Portaferry Sailing Club are among the restoration projects. 

The properties restored through Portaferry THI capital funding are: 

• The Market House 

• 28 Ferry Street 

• 30 Ferry Street 

• 15-16 The Strand, Westgate 

• 6-8 Church Road 

• 36A The Square 

• Portaferry Sailing Club 

• Portaferry Community Services Ltd. 

 

It is hoped that the scheme will inspire people and encourage further heritage led regeneration work 

in Portaferry. A key element of the THI programme was to highlight how heritage buildings 

contribute to a ‘sense of place’. With that in mind, the event saw the launch of ‘Portaferry: Windows 

to the Past’ — a booklet featuring some of the historic buildings of Portaferry that were restored 

through the THI programme.  

 

Archives and Libraries 

There are no registered archives within the audit areas. However, there are a number of history 

societies who have developed collections of material relating to their local areas. There are also 

private papers and archives owned by individuals. Ards and North Down Museum are museum 

interested in working with groups and individuals who have these. 

 

Portico are interested in looking after Tomelty archive, linked to Portaferry born actor and 

playwright, Joseph Tomelty (1911 – 1995). 

 

Portaferry Library is the only library within the audit area. Located on High St, Portaferry, it is a small 

library with limited opening hours (approx. 2.5 days a week).  

 

Plaques 

There are two plaques within the audit area, both in Portaferry: 

 Blue Plaque for Joseph Tomelty at 22 Shore Road, Portaferry reads: “Joseph Tomelty 1911-

1995 author, actor, playwright lived here” 

 Blue Plaque for William Steel Dickson at Portaferry Presbyterian Church (Portico) reads: 

“William Steel Dickson 1744-1824 United Irishman Minister of a church on this site” 
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Other organisations  

National Trust 

Kearney Village – showpiece village carefully restored by the National Trust to give the authenticity 

of a traditional fishing village. The village lies three miles to the east of Portaferry, with views across 

to Scotland, the Isle of Man and the Mountains of Mourne. The Trust owns a number of cottages at 

Kearney and these have been restored in the vernacular style giving authenticity to this place of 

character. 

 

Portaferry And Strangford Trust Limited (PAST) 

PAST are based in Portaferry, Strangford and the surrounding area. They aim to preserve the built 

heritage of the area and thereby improve the local environment for the benefit of local and visitors 

and to encourage tourism in the area. Their volunteers research the local maritime history and 

collect relevant artefacts, photographs and documents. They successfully obtained funding from 

Community Foundation to enable them to create a maritime heritage visitor centre at the Rope 

Walk, near Exploris.  

 

Portico 

Portico is the result of a major 2015 renovation project at Portaferry Presbyterian Church. It is still 

used for its intended purpose but is now a multi-use venue, hosting events, music, exhibitions and 

more to the local community as well as visitors and tourists. They also provide information on local 

sites and history. Portico have one part-time employed member of staff who co-ordinates events, 

looks after the building and collections, markets the venue and more.  

 

Strangford Lough and Lecale Trust 

The Trust works with, and for, local people to achieve prosperity and social well-being, particularly 

through heritage tourism, sustainable outdoor recreation. They offer training and volunteering 

opportunities and have previously offered Maritime Heritage Guide Training. They are currently 

involved in a notable project: Medieval Down, linked to the Game of Thrones theme being 

developed in conjunction with the Historic Environment Division and Queen’s University Belfast. 

 

Upper Ards Historical Society 

The Upper Ards Historical Society was formed with the aim of researching and recording the history 

of the Ards Peninsula in County Down.  The name is taken from the area which is known as The 

Barony of Upper Ards. The Society meets monthly in Portaferry and produce an annual journal. 

 

Friends of the Abbey 

“Friends of the Abbey” is an initiative of Greyabbey & District Community Association and came into 

existence in 2015 to assist in keeping Greyabbey Abbey & Physic Garden open. Volunteers offer 

information and guided tours which are complemented by an interactive exhibition centre offering 

information on how the Abbey was built, the monks’ life and their impact on the surrounding area. 

 

Portavogie Culture and Heritage Society 

A group of dedicated people who volunteer their time to collect and display the culture and heritage 

of Portavogie and the surrounding towns and villages of the Ards Peninsula. They have received 
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funding from the National Lottery Heritage Fund to carry out several projects, including working 

towards opening their own museum.  

 

 

Summary of Overview 
 

There is a real wealth of heritage assets in the Upper Ards audit area. Strengths include: 

 Archaeology represents settlement in the area since the Mesolithic Period 

 6 State Care and 54 Scheduled sites 

 Portaferry Conservation Area and Greyabbey and Kircubbin Areas of Townscape/Village 

Character 

 Renovation of quality heritage buildings in Portaferry as part of the Townscape Heritage 

Initiative scheme 

 A significant maritime history 

 A number of related organisations with heritage interests – at a range of capacities 

 There are strong assets which represent the development of the area, most notably during 

the early Christian and medieval periods 

 High quality heritage buildings, particularly in Portaferry, Greyabbey, Ballywalter and 

Kircubbin 

 Millin Bay Cairn, a significant Neolithic site and a unique example in Ireland 

 Significant number of industrial sites 

 WW2 defence sites and airfields demonstrate the area’s importance during the war  
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2.0 Heritage Asset Audit 
 

The heritage audit uncovered a rich history in the Upper Ards with many significant sites. Heritage 

sites were filtered to reveal the most significant assets. This list was then reviewed and a list of 

heritage main heritage assets identified to undergo further analysis. 

 

List of main heritage assets identified 
 

No Name Description 

1 Portico Historic building and visitor attraction 

2 Portaferry Castle  State Care Castle, adjacent to Portaferry Tourist 

Office 

3 Greyabbey Cistercian Abbey State Care Abbey 

4 Derry Churches State Care ruined churches 

5 Portaferry Market House Historic Building 

6 The White House, Ballyspurge State Care Tower House 

7 Millin Bay Cairn State Care Neolithic cairn 

8 Kirkistown Castle State Care Castle 

9 St. Cooey’s Well Archaeological Monument 

10 Castle Hill, Ardkeen Medieval fortified site and church 

 

Other significant sites considered 

 Templecraney grave yard 

 Abbey, Ardquin 

 Windmill Hill 

 Rubane House (Echlinville) 

 The Ropewalk 

 Strangford ferry 

 Greyabbey village 

 Kirkubbin village 

 Kearney Village 
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Heritage Asset Assessments 

 

1. Portico 

 

Asset name/number Portico (Portaferry Presbyterian Church) 

HED ref number (if 

appropriate) 

HB24/01/046 

Heritage type Historic building, visitor attraction and functioning church 

building 

Location Meeting House Street, Portaferry, Co Down  

Protection status Grade A Listed 

Condition/ Sensitivity Solid stone construction, restored in 2015 

Ownership Friends of Portaferry Presbyterian Church (FPPC) 

 

Brief description Remarkable two storey Doric temple style Presbyterian church of 

1841 by John Millar, commonly recognised one of the most 

important Greek neo-Classical buildings in Ulster. Millar's 

building is essentially an amphi-protystyle Greek Temple with 

battered base, using columns (externally) of the 'unfinished 

order' of the Temple of Apollo at Delos. 

 

The church was restored in 2015 (featured on Channel 4’s Great 

British Restorations) and is now known as Portico. It is now a 

multi-use venue, featuring events (mainly musical), exhibitions 

and artifacts from local archaeological sites. 

 

Portico received a Heritage Angels award in 2018. 

 

The day to day running of Portico is managed by a part time 

Heritage Officer. The manager is responsible for exhibitions in 

collaboration with subject specialists, devising a programme of 

events and activities and managing all enquiries. There area also 

70+ volunteers who help with tours/events etc. 

 

Context (Setting) Within conservation area to northeast of village historic core. 

This imposing building dominate  

Site appraisal This site is of local, National and International Importance. The 

building is commonly recognised as one of the most important 

Greek neo-Classical buildings in Ulster.  

It’s new use as a multi-use venue is important as a community 

asset and to support future sustainability. 

Benefits/potential 
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Audience  Visitors interested in cultural heritage, architecture, United 

Irishmen, archaeological sites. General public and special 

interest groups. 

5000 visitors in Tourism NI 17/18 figures 

Partnerships Ards and North Down Borough Council, Echlinville Distillery and 

other local businesses, Mount Stewart, local groups, HED, PAST, 

Portaferry Regeneration Trust, Strangford Lough and Lecale 

Trust 

Learning  Guided tours 

Exhibitions on local built and natural heritage 

Interactive tablets 

Artefacts including a Neolithic decorated stone from Millin Bay 

Cairn 

Education packs for KS1, KS2 and KS3 available 

All digital content is fully interactive, users given access to tablet 

to take a digital tour of material. 

Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/ 

volunteering 

The present congregation is today relatively small, but is very 

committed to safeguarding the historic integrity of their church. 

Around 2002 a small independent charitable trust, the 'Friends 

of Portaferry Presbyterian Church' was established. This involves 

members of the congregation and others, which, in co-operation 

with the congregation, seeks amongst its objects to create a 

renewed interest in and appreciation of the merit of the church 

as a work of architecture 

70+ volunteers essential to running of the venue  

Financial Implications – 

potential income 

opportunities and investment 

requirements 

Ongoing maintenance 

Income from events – need to develop 

Need to identify further financial options  

 

Viability/constraints Funding/capacity/ support of congregation and friends 

group/constraints of religious building  

Comments The venue is a significant example of Greek neo-Classical 

architecture. The building now serves as an important 

community and heritage asset through its additional exhibits, 

artefacts and events. 

The heritage officer is interested in looking after the Tumelty 

archive. 

General recommendation Continue to develop partnerships with local businesses and 

heritage sites/groups 

Work with council/HED/Tourism NI to develop packages to 

attract visitors to area 

Investigate further funding investment to support sustainability 

and enhance offering 

Investigate options with Tumelty archive 
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2. Portaferry Castle  
 

Asset name/number Portaferry Castle 

HED ref number (if 

appropriate 

DOW032:003 

Heritage type Archaeological Site 

Portaferry Visitor Information Centre 

Location Castle Street, Portaferry, Co. Down 

Protection status State Care 

Condition/ Sensitivity Currently undergoing repairs  

Ownership In State Care 

Brief description Portaferry Castle is a 16th-century tower-house, built by the 

Savage family and prominently located on the slope overlooking 

Portaferry harbour. The castle is within sight of Strangford and 

Audley's Castles across the water.  

 

The adjoining stable block is a Visitor Information Centre and is 

used for displays, sometimes featuring monuments from the 

area.  

 

The castle is currently closed for regeneration - usually there is 

access from Easter to end of August through the nearby 

Portaferry Visitor Information Centre. 

 

Context (setting) Tower house situated roughly north of The Strand, overlooking 

Strangford Lough. 

Site appraisal This is a locally, nationally and internationally significant site. The 

adjacent Visitor Information Centre greatly enhances 

Portaferry’s offering, providing visitor information, exhibitions 

and a small venue space.  

Benefits/potential 

Audience  Visitors interested in cultural heritage, architectural heritage, 

historic gardens. archaeological sites. and Special Interest 

groups. General public. 

Partnerships Tourism NI, Ards and North Down Borough Council, Strangford 

Lough and Lecale Partnership, QUB: School of Natural and Built 

Environment, PAST, Portaferry Regeneration Ltd, Ards Peninsula 

Village Partnership, County Down Rural Community Network, 

local businesses  

Learning  Some interpretation at Castle 

Walking tours 

Digital Apps 

Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/ 

Potential to develop volunteering and engaging with the 

community 
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volunteering 

Financial Implications – 

potential income 

opportunities and investment 

requirements 

Need to identify further financial options – HLF/HED/Ulster Scots 

Agency 

Investigate opportunities from Business in the Community, local 

government 

Viability/constraints Funding/capacity/support of Council for projects/ development 

Comments Significant heritage asset in Portaferry with a key role to play in 

the heritage offering 

General recommendation Increase links with other Ards and Strangford Heritage assets 
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3  Greyabbey Cistercian Abbey 

Asset name Greyabbey Cistercian Abbey 

HED ref number (if 

appropriate 

DOW011:010 

HB24/04/019 

Heritage type Archaeological site 

Historic building 

Location Church Street, Greyabbey  

Protection status State Care with proposed scheduled area (record only Listed 

building) 

Condition/ Sensitivity Quite a lot of the structure still stands, including the church, vestry, 

chapter house, dayroom & kitchen 

Ownership State care 

Brief description Extensive early gothic ruins of a 13th century Cistercian abbey with 

15th century additions. 

 

Along with Inch Abbey, Greyabbey is the best example of Anglo-

Norman Cistercian architecture in Ulster and was the daughter 

house of Holm Cultram (Cumbria). It was founded in 1193 by 

Affreca, wife of John de Courcy, the Anglo-Norman invader of East 

Ulster.  

 

A caretaker’s cottage has been converted into a visitor centre. 

Opening hours are limited. 

 

Beside the cottage is Grey Abbey Physic Garden, a reconstruction 

of a Monastery garden for medicinal purposes, contains herbs & 

plants believed to have been grown by the Cistercians. 

 

Context Set on open ground to the east of Greyabbey, the  

Site appraisal This State Care site is of local, National and International 

importance. Linked to the story of Christian Ireland. 

Benefits/potential 

Audience  Visitors interested in cultural heritage and archaeological sites, 

architecture, Anglo Normans, Christian Ireland, General Public and 

Special Interest groups. Audience could be expanded by improved 

signage and parking. 

Partnerships Ards and North Down Borough Council, Tourism NI, Portaferry and 

Strangford Trust, Friends of Greyabbey, HLF, HED, North Down 

Museum 

Learning  Tours led by volunteers 

Mobile phone App 
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Interactive exhibition centre offering information on how the 

Abbey was built, the monks’ life and their impact on the 

surrounding area. 

Interpretation panels at site. Could be expanded through audio. 

Community impact 

(involving 

communities)/regeneration/ 

volunteering 

“Friends of the Abbey” is an initiative of Greyabbey & District 

Community Association and came into existence in 2015 to assist 

in keeping Grey Abbey & Physic Garden open for the public.  

 

Approx 20 volunteers (many with World Host training) with an 

interest in local history and a pride in the Abbey.  

 

Volunteers offer information and guided tours  

 

Financial Implications – 

potential income 

opportunities and 

investment requirements 

Need to identify further financial options. 

Viability/constraints Funding/ capacity/ willing groups/ support of Council for projects. 

Comments This is a very significant site and an important asset to Greyabbey 

and the Upper Ards audit area. 

General recommendation Monitor condition of the site to prevent damage 

Investigate opportunities to expand tours 

Identify opportunities to link up with other sites in village  
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4 Derry Churches 

Asset name/number Derry Churches 

HED ref number (if 

appropriate) 

DOW032:005 

Heritage type Archaeological Site 

Location These two ruined churches are situated one and a half miles 

north east of Portaferry on the A2 Cloghey Road. 

Protection status State Care and Scheduled 

Condition/ Sensitivity Some remains (some definable features). At time of visit the 

site, surrounding area and access were well maintained. 

Ownership State Care 

Brief description Two small ruined churches believed to date from the 10th or 

11th century. A small early cross-carved stone is set in the larger 

church and may be viewed.  

There is written evidence of pre-Norman ecclesiastical activity 

at the site associated with St. Cumman (see also St Cooey’s 

Wells), and there was a chapel here in 1302-1306. Excavations 

at the churches in 1962 uncovered Early Christian period 

occupation and a cemetery of stone-built graves under the 

churches.  An earlier stone and wood building, which was 

possibly a church was also uncovered. Architecturally, the S 

church seems the earlier of the pair.  

Context (setting) Set on open ground, in a tranquil setting. The site is accessed 

via gate at roadside and along a fenced path. There is no 

carpark.  

Site appraisal This State Care site is of local, National and International 

importance. Linked to the story of Christian Ireland. 

Benefits/potential 

Audience  Visitors interested in cultural heritage and archaeological sites, 

Early Christian and Christian Ireland, General Public and Special 

Interest groups. Audience could be expanded by improved 

signage and parking. 

Partnerships Ards and North Down Borough Council, Tourism NI, Portaferry 

and Strangford Trust, QUB , St. Patrick’s Ballyphilip, North Down 

Museum 

Learning  Interpretation panels at site. Could be expanded through 

audio/digital tour options. 

Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/ 

volunteering 

Potential for work with community groups, church groups 

Financial Implications – 

potential income opportunities 

and investment requirements 

Need to identify further financial options. 
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Viability/constraints Parking access/ Funding/ capacity/ willing groups/ support of 

Council for projects. 

Comments According to O’Laverty, the font from the churches was moved 

to the church in Portaferry 

 

Access by car or bus is difficult due to the lack of place to park 

near access gate. Parking on verge on winding roads can be off-

putting and no footpaths make pedestrian access daunting. 

General recommendation Continue to maintain site. 

Improve signage 

Investigate increasing access options. 
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5  Portaferry Market House 

Asset name/number Portaferry Market House 

 HB24/01/001 

 

Heritage type Historic Building 

Battle site focus 

Location The Square, Portaferry, Co. Down 

Protection status B+ Listed 

Condition/ Sensitivity Good condition. Recently restored through Townscape Heritage 

Initiative 

Ownership Portaferry Regeneration Limited 

Brief description Market house built in 1752 by Andrew Savage, a member of the 

ancient family of Savage of the Ards who had been developing 

the town since the early 17th century.  

 

It has been a library, ballroom, courthouse, a yeoman HQ 

during the 1798 rebellion and a meeting place for the 

temperance society.  

 

It was restored in 2016/2017 as part of Portaferry’s Townscape 

Heritage Initiative and is again used to host markets and a focus 

Context (setting) Prominently sited on The Square, in the centre of Portaferry. 

Overlooking a carpark to the north and flanked by a number of 

listed buildings – the focus of a THI scheme. 

 

Site appraisal This site is of local, national and international significance. The 

building survived the 1798 rebellion and continued as an 

important hub for the village. 

Benefits/potential 

Audience  Visitors interested in cultural heritage, built heritage, local 

community and businesses, general public, tourists, educational 

Partnerships HLF, HED, local Council, PAST, Portico, Strangford Lough and 

Lecale Trust, local businesses 

Learning  Potential for learning to be developed through interpretation of 

the building, living history, tours 

Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/ 

volunteering 

The Market on the Square is a vibrant market place for 

independent artists and crafters, food producers and small 

businesses to sell in the local community. It has been organised 

by Portaferry Regeneration as part of its strategy to help 

regenerate the town and is aided by funding from the Big 

Lottery. 
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Financial Implications – 

potential income opportunities 

and investment requirements 

Need to identify further financial options. 

Viability/constraints Funding/ capacity/ willing groups/ support of Council for 

projects. 

Comments Significant heritage building with a key role in the development 

of and major events in Portaferry town. The building also 

contributes to the local economy through a regular market, 

providing a link with it’s historical roots. 

General recommendation Investigate options for additional interpretation and 

accessibility of the site 

Investigate opportunities to expand use/opening of the building 

Investigate opportunities for tours/living history 
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6 Kirkistown Castle 

Asset name/number Kirkistown Castle 

 DOW025:007 

HB24/02/042 

 

Heritage type Archaeology 

Location This site, set just inland of the coast of the Ards Peninsula 

Protection status State Care 

Condition/ Sensitivity Good condition 

Ownership State Care 

Brief description Kirkistown Castle comprises a 17th century three storey tower-

house within the remains of a bawn, and a later barn. It was 

reputedly built by Roland Savage in 1622, with major 

alterations in the 18th century and requiring the addition of 

buttresses to its east wall and iron restraining belts in more 

recent years.  

 

The tower has been subjected to numerous alterations over its 

history and was extensively remodelled in a neo-gothic style in 

the early 19th century. 

 

It is now under the care of the Historic Environment and, 

depending on season, open to the general public  

Context (setting) This site, set just inland of the coast of the Ards Peninsula 

Site appraisal This site is of local, national and international significance. The 

building dates to the 17th century and is linked to the Savages 

of the Ards 

Benefits/potential 

Audience  Visitors interested in archaeological sites, architecture and 

cultural heritage, general public. Medieval Ireland, Ulster Scots 

and Special Interest groups. 

Partnerships Ards and North Down Borough Council, Tourism NI, Portaferry 

and Strangford Trust, QUB , HED, North Down Museum, Ulster 

Scots Agency, HLF 

Learning  Potential for learning to be developed 

Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/ 

volunteering 

Potential for work with community groups 

Financial Implications – 

potential income opportunities 

and investment requirements 

Need to identify further financial options. 

Viability/constraints Funding/ capacity/ willing groups/ support of Council for 

projects. 
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Comments Great example of a 17th century castle, linked to the history of 

that Ards and with potential to be linked to other similar sites 

General recommendation Continue to maintain the site 

Increase links with other Ards and Strangford Heritage assets 

Investigate opportunities for tours and volunteering  
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7 Millin Bay Cairn 

Asset name Millin Bay Cairn 

Reference number DOW032:015 

Heritage type Archaeological Site 

Location On the ridge of a raised beach at Millin Bay, c.100m from the 

shore 

 

Protection status State Care and Scheduled 

Condition/ Sensitivity Substantial remains, vast majority definable. On open ground 

Ownership State Care 

Brief description Neolithic burial site which is over 5,000 years old. You can see 

the standing stones. The site was excavated in 1953, uncovering 

a large cist tomb (5.5m long) containing the bones of at least 16 

individuals and one cremation. 8 smaller cists, with cremations, 

were also found. The carved motifs and artwork that decorated 

these tombs are similar to those that adorn passage tombs such 

as those in the Boyne Valley. 

The site is unique in Ireland, although individual features have 

been linked to other sites & cultures in Ireland & abroad. 

 

Context (setting) Set on raised beach, overlooking Millin Bay 

Site appraisal This site is of local, national and international significance. It is 

the only remarkable example of a megalithic monument on the 

Ards peninsula. The combination of structural features, art and 

evidences of the burial practices taken as a whole have no 

known parallels. 

Benefits/potential 

Audience  Visitors interested in archaeological sites, architecture and 

cultural heritage. Prehistoric Ireland, Special Interest groups. 

Partnerships Ards and North Down Borough Council, Tourism NI, Portaferry 

and Strangford Trust, QUB , HED, North Down Museum, Portico 

Learning  Interpretation Panels at site, private tours 

Potential for audio trails and digital heritage apps 

Community impact (involving 

communities)/ 

regeneration/volunteering 

Potential for work with community groups/volunteers  

Financial Implications – 

potential income opportunities 

and investment requirements 

Need to identify further financial options. 

Viability/constraints Parking access/ Funding/ capacity/ willing groups/ support of 

Council for projects. 

Comments There are some finds and interpretation panels at Portico which 

enhance the interpretation of this site 

General recommendation Continue to maintain and monitor site 
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Work with council, tourism NI, HED, Strangford Lough and 

Lecale Partnership to Increase links with other Ards and 

Strangford Lough heritage assets 
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8  The White House 

Asset name The White House, Ballyspurge 

Reference number DOW025:019 

Heritage type Archaeology 

Location Ardminnan Road, Cloughey 

 

Protection status State Care and Scheduled 

Condition/ Sensitivity Some remains 

Ownership State Care 

Brief description This site was probably built by Patrick Savage in the 1640's and 

is typical of the gabled houses which began to supplant the 

tower-house at that time. It is enclosed in a bawn or courtyard, 

of which little now remains. The house was two storeys high and 

each face of the house is pierced with numerous gun loops. The 

gables survive intact as well as a fair proportion of the side 

walls. Trial excavations in 1959 produced some broken roofing 

slates. The bawn walls were 3ft thick, with a gateway 8ft high. A 

transcript from a postcard dated 14th August 1938/39 suggest a 

souterrain leads from the fortified house close to the sea, it 

reads " There is a fine walled underground passage made by 

smugglers originally about half a mile long 3ft to 4ft high, you 

can explore about 60 yards of it including two right angled 

bends with ample storage room at the corners"  

Access for viewing is available all year round. 

Context (setting) Set on open ground overlooking Slanes Bay at the end of a 

caravan park. 

Site appraisal This site is of local, national and international significance. The 

building dates to the 17th century and is linked to the Savages of 

the Ards 

Benefits/potential 

Audience  Visitors interested in archaeological sites, architecture and 

cultural heritage, general public. Medieval Ireland, Ulster Scots 

and Special Interest groups. 

Partnerships Ards and North Down Borough Council, Tourism NI, Portaferry 

and Strangford Trust, QUB , HED, North Down Museum, Ulster 

Scots Agency, HLF 

Learning  Potential for learning to be developed 

Community impact (involving 

communities)/ 

regeneration/volunteering 

Potential for work with community groups/volunteers 

Financial Implications – 

potential income opportunities 

and investment requirements 

Need to identify further financial options. 
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Viability/constraints Caravan park site / Funding/ capacity/ willing groups/ support of 

Council for projects. 

Comments Scheduled site Slanes Church, graveyard, cross slab and 

souterrain (DOW025:018) is situated approximately 0.6km to 

the west.  

General recommendation Investigate possibility of improving this site – visibility, 

accessibility, interpretation. 

Continue to maintain and monitor site 

Work with the landowners, council, tourism NI, HED, Strangford 

Lough and Lecale Partnership to Increase links with other Ards 

and Strangford Lough heritage assets 
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9 Cooey’s Wells 

Asset name/number Cooey’s Wells 

HED ref number (if 

appropriate 

DOW018:030 

Heritage type Archaeological site 

Christian Heritage 

Location South east of Portaferry and towards Ballyquintin Point, off 

Ballyquintin Road (signposted).  

Protection status On HED NI Sites and Monuments Record 

Condition/ Sensitivity Some remains 

Ownership Unknown 

Brief description The site consists of the foundations of a small church, several 

rows of stones and 3 holy wells. It has long been associated with 

St. Cooey/Cowey and the efficacy of the waters of the wells are 

acknowledged by the local population. The site is now a place of 

pilgrimage. 

 

The Wells were founded in the 7th century by St. Cooey and 

reopened in 1977. According to tradition, it was here that St. 

Cooey performed his penitential exercises in the late 7th and 

early 8th centuries. The foundations of a Church, modern altar 

and three Holy Wells may be found.  A drinking well, washing 

well and eye well are still visited by pilgrims and are reputed to 

have healing powers.  On the shore a short distance from the 

Church a flat rock can be found with deep indentations which, 

according to popular belief, mark where St. Cooey placed his 

hands and feet whilst in prayer.  

 

In the mid 1970’s the site was extensively restored by members 

of the local parish and a modern altar which houses some of the 

stones was built. Pilgrimage to the site takes place annually on 

the Sunday nearest to the feast of Saints Peter and Paul.  

Context (setting) Set on raised beach near at the south eastern coast of the Ards 

Peninsula 

Site appraisal Locally significant heritage site and place of pilgrimage during 

festivals. 

Benefits/potential 

Audience  Visitors interested in cultural heritage and archaeological sites. 

Christian Ireland. General Public and Special Interest groups. 

Partnerships Council, HED, St. Patrick’s RC church 

Learning  Potential for interpretation panels 

Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/ 

volunteering 

Potential for work with community groups/volunteers 

Church 
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Financial Implications – 

potential income 

opportunities and investment 

requirements 

Need to identify further financial options. 

Viability/constraints Funding/capacity/local and church support 

Comments This heritage site has religious significance and is a place of 

contemplation 

General recommendation Investigate opportunities for development of site and for 

developing community/volunteer projects 
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10  Ardkeen Castle, Castle Hill 

Asset name/number Ardkeen Castle and Church, Castle Hill 

HED ref number (if appropriate DOW025:005 

DOW025:006 

HB24/02/046 

 

Heritage type Archaeological site 

Historic building 

Location Ardkeen Tower House, Castle Hill, Rowreagh Road  

Kircubbin 

Protection status Scheduled (Record Only listed building) 

Condition/ Sensitivity Some remains of tower house (demolished 18th century) 

Ownership Unknown 

Brief description Site of former tower house on a motte and bailey. Located on a 

small peninsula on the east coast of Strangford Lough with a 

spectacular view of the surrounding countryside as well as the 

Lough. Little remains save the mound and a ditch (mainly to the 

east side) broken by a small causeway. There is little evidence 

of the tower house surviving apart some scattered rubble and a 

curious hollow. The ruined church of Ardkeen with its graveyard 

lies c.200m south east of the mound.  

 

It has been suggested that this site was used in early Christian 

times and may even have been the place of an ancient rath. The 

‘Castle of Archen’ belonging to John de Courcy is referred to in 

his charter to the Black Abbey (St. Andrews) in c.1180. During 

the later medieval period a branch of the Savage family appear 

to established a manorial centre around the castle with the 

church and a not insubstantial group of houses in the 

immediate vicinity of the tower house itself. 

 

Earthworks of indeterminate age and the site of a tower house 

with adjoining settlement in the later middle ages, with the site 

eighteenth century gentleman’s residence and small estate 

close by.  

 

Context (setting) Set in open ground on small peninsula on the east coast of 

Strangford Lough near Kircubbin 

Site appraisal This site is of local and national significance. 

Benefits/potential 

Audience  Visitors interested in cultural heritage and archaeological sites. 

Medieval Ireland, Ulster Scots, Christian Ireland. General Public 

and Special Interest groups. 
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Partnerships Potential partnerships with Ards and North Down Borough 

Council, HED, Tourism NI, Portaferry and Strangford Trust, QUB, 

HED, North Down Museum 

Learning  Interpretation panels. Opportunity for informal learning  

through tours, digital apps. 

Museum offers learning regarding the sites and monuments of 

Upper Ards.  

 

Community impact (involving 

communities)/regeneration/ 

Volunteering) 

Potential for work with community groups/volunteers 

 

Financial Implications – 

potential income opportunities 

and investment requirements 

Need to identify further financial options – HED, local council, 

museum, tourism NI 

Viability/constraints Land owner/Funding/capacity/willing orgs? 

Comments This is a significant heritage asset, enhancing the story of 

Medieval Ards, the Savages and John de Courcy 

General recommendation Investigate opportunities for developing community/volunteer 

participation in project, including interpretation, tourguiding 

and/or digital apps.  
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3.0 Consultations 
 

As part of our wider research into the heritage and heritage needs of each area we carried out a 

number of surveys – aimed at organisations and individuals. In the Upper Ards audit area, 10 

organisations/individuals responded. Organisation responses included: Portaferry Regeneration 

Limited, Portico and two responses from Upper Ards Historical Society. A summary of their answers 

follows below: 

 50% of were charities 

 Of the organisations which responded, 50% did not employ any staff members, while the 

remaining 50% employed 1-2 staff 

 Volunteer rates varied significantly, from some who had 0 to one which had 70 volunteers, 

indicating a range of capacity with in the organisations 

 50% of the organisations specified built heritage as their focus, with the remaining indicating 

a concern with a wider variety of themes to also include archaeology, community and 

natural. 

 The main aims of the groups ranged from those concentrated on a particular heritage 

building; a focus on restoration and use of built heritage as a stimulus for regeneration and 

improving the local economy; and promotion of local history 

 There was a strong offering with regards to achievements with two involving capital 

projects, one of which was a major restoration of a significant A listed building, while the 

second had undertaken a number of larger scale projects with strong outcomes for the local 

community and economy, including Portaferry’s THI scheme. This group had also been 

involved in obtaining funding for tourism scoping for the Strangford area. A well established 

group has produced an annual journal for over 40 years. 

 A wide range of activities were offered by the organisations with 75% offering talks/lectures, 

50% offering tours and education/learning. 25% of the groups offered outreach and 

community and exhibitions. Other activities included regeneration of the Portaferry area, 

arts events and an annual publication.    

 Facilities varied amongst the organisations, with some appearing to have limited facilities 

and hiring a hall for their meetings to organisations who provided space for offices, shops, 

tourist accommodation, tourist information, marina berths and small businesses. 25% of 

organisations had exhibitions. 

 All organisations require financial resources to run their organisation 

 100% of the groups received earned income, 50% obtained income from memberships and 

donations, 25% gained income from Local Government and Trusts and Foundations. 

 Overall (75%) main sources of income were felt to be decreasing. The follow up question 

‘What do you think will happen in the future?’ generated differing reaction, with one 

respondent noting a decrease in funding, particularly from the Arts Council NI while another 

had much more negative outlook stating that ‘Society will cease to operate’. 

 Financial reserve of 50% of the organisations is up to a year, with 25% having more than a 

year and 25% 1-3 months, demonstrating the vulnerability of the groups. 

 The response to fundraising capacity indicates a lack of resource in this regard, with 33% 

stating that it was included in a staff member’s duties and other replies suggesting no 

fundraising capacity. 
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 Main obstacles to fulfilling organisational ambitions appear to be financial (25%) and staff 

(25%). Other responses noted their ageing membership and lack of engagement of the local 

community as obstacles. 

 In looking at the kinds of support which would benefit organisations, there was a 

disappointing response: Income generation and developing more ‘connections across 

sectors’ both received 50%. Human resource support, advice on governance, ‘Health and 

safety’ and ‘Policies/procedures’ all received 0%. Staff and funding for major projects and 

speaker’s fees paid for were included under ‘other’ support. This does not match up with 

discussions with groups and rather seems to indicate a lack of capacity, along with a lack 

awareness of support and other resources required for the organisations to achieve their 

potential and be more sustainable. 

 When asked about the types and reach of their partnerships, the answers were varied. One 

had a range networks, with others focussed more locally. One respondent did not 

understand the question, answering ‘What is a key partner?’ 

 Answers to the question ‘What are the main opportunities for heritage in your area? 

included: 

o Make Portaferry a Heritage Town 

o Tourism 

o Rich built and natural heritage, industrial, agricultural and maritime 

o A National Lottery Heritage Fund project creating a 1550 – 1650 trail building on the 

success of the Game of Thrones phenomenon and relating to local built heritage 

sites.  

o Tourism clusters and better packaging of tourism 

o Reinstatement of listed buildings restoration funding 

o Proactive policing of listed building renovations to prevent unsympathetic 

development 

o Development of maritime heritage of Strangford Lough Settlements 

o Building on work initiated by volunteers and community groups, such as Portaferry 

and Strangford Trust and Queen’s Marine Lab 

One respondent did not understand the question but did comment that there are numerous 

historical sites and event locations which are not connected or coherently presented, 

interpreted or marked for the public 

 Geographical areas of the respondents covered the Strangford Lough area, Upper Ards and 

the Ards Peninsula, with one extending further to include Co. Down and Northern Ireland 

 There was a strong response to the question ‘What do you consider to be the most 

important historical sites and organisations in your area’ from both the Organisation and 

Individual responses with sites including: 

o Neolithic and bronze age sites, iron age and pre-Norman Christian sites 

o Early Christian sites 

o Portaferry and Strangford townscapes 

o Maritime heritage, castle, windmill, churches, ropewalk 

o Portico 

o Market House 

o Windmill Stump 

o Merchant’s houses 
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o Portaferry Castle  

o Templecranny 

o Castle Hill fort 

o Millin Bay Cairn 

o Kearney Village 

o Quintin Castle 

o Portaferry House 

o Slanes 

o St Cooey’s Wells 

o Derry Churches 

o Greyabbey  

o Ballywalter Park 

o Mount Stewart 

o Exploris 

o Echlinville 

o Abbacy Church 

o Kirkistown Castle 

Organisations named: 

o Local Council 

o Department for Communities 

o Portaferry Historical Society 

o Portaferry and Strangford Trust 

o Tourism NI 

o Strangford Lough and Lecale Partnership 

o National Trust 

 The biggest issues facing heritage in the Upper Ards Area fall into: 

o Issues surrounding buildings or sites including dereliction, lack of maintenance, lack 

of creative reuse and lack of interpretation 

o Issues surrounding support for groups with limited funds and resources 

o Issues surrounding promotion – lack of awareness, interpretation and signage 

o Issues of a feeling of a lack of support from government bodies 

 The final question for organisations asked what they thought the vision for heritage should 

be? Answers included a vision of Portaferry as a Heritage Town that celebrates its heritage, 

is attractive, draws tourists and creates civic pride. Other responses vision saw real heritage 

and history be promoted as a priority over ‘fake tourism’ and felt this could be achieved 

through increased funding and resources for historic monuments and buildings. One vision 

noted the importance of making sites accessible to the public as well as providing 

information at sites. 

 The final question for individuals asked: ‘Do you feel the area’s heritage is appreciated 

locally and regionally? Responses indicated that the heritage tended to be appreciated more 

at a local level, Mainly due to a lack of awareness of the area’s assets at a regional level. 

There was a feeling for some that the significance of the area was becoming more 

appreciated and that visitors were able to see the value in the area’s landscape. Some 

responses were more negative, feeling that the there was a lack of appreciation at all levels, 

including local government, due to a lack of awareness and/or promotion of the area. 
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Other Consultation 
Discussions were also held with key organisations and individuals within the audit area. These 

included Alison Murphy of Portaferry And Strangford Trust, Marie Austin and John Dumigan of 

Portaferry Regeneration Ltd, Verity Peet, Heather McGuicken (Museum Manager) and Moira 

O’Rourke (Heritage Officer) at Ards and North Down Borough Council. These discussions brought out 

a range of issues and opportunities including: 

 

Issues 

 General 

o Frustrations regarding assets being ignored – buildings, archaeological sites, windmills, 

landing points 

o Value of buildings goes down when listed. Rents are low – renovating buildings doesn’t 

make sense. 

o Groups and organisations relied mainly on volunteers and felt they were limited by a 

lack of capacity and resources. Some groups rely entirely on volunteer efforts 

o Some sites have poor accessibility and are not always well maintained 

o There was a heritage/tourism cluster but some can’t justify the time due to lack of 

resources 

o There was a feeling that the two councils covering the Strangford Lough area don’t work 

together to promote and cross-promote the area in a cohesive manner.  

o In September PAST decorate ferry for events, have to apply to 2 separate council areas 

o Council support is important, sometimes a feeling that attention is focussed on the 

north of Ards peninsula. 

 

 Funding 

o There was a frustration at the amount of work involved in securing and administering 

relatively small levels of funding. 

o Difficult to access Community Relations funding: due to demographics don’t have groups 

to bring together e.g. can’t bring people from Portavogie 

o Too much resource involved in getting £500 – need to go through same hoops, nothing 

centralised. One group calculated they spent 30 days a year filling in funding 

applications.  

o Same application 10 times: could be doing more productive work 

o For some funding they have to pay out of own pocket and reclaim money with high level 

of proof and deductions if not met. 

o Reduction in Arts Council funding has seriously impacted on Portico 

o Challenge fund: arts events need match funding from council – they have £10,000 for all 

(lowest in all councils) 

o Portico feature a permanent exhibition on the area and hold archaeological artefacts, 

including a decorated stone from Millin Bay. They lack funding to promote these to 

visitors.  

 

Opportunities for Heritage 
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 Portaferry Regeneration Trust 26 years regeneration 

 Would like to see Portaferry become a heritage town. 

 Develop Ropewalk maritime heritage hub 

 Tourism cluster facilitated collaborative growth 

 Tumelty Archive at Portico 

 Museum – regular temporary exhibitions created by local groups – National Heritage Lottery 

Funded projects with local communities to build capacity and skills, Peace IV project with 

groups 

 New Heritage Officer  

 Integrated Arts and Heritage Strategy 

 Tourism packages with local businesses, Echlinville Distillery 

 £25,000 to Strangford Lough, designing experiences. Implementations over £150,000 

 Digital heritage – apps  

 Info-points: https://www.info-point.eu/ 

 Maritime festival 

 Maritime visitors centre – created by PAST with £5000 - 2000 visitors in 2 weeks 

 

Responses from the consultation were sought from groups throughout the Upper Ards audit area for 

discussion and for the surveys. Unfortunately contact proved difficult and ultimately in some cases 

not reciprocated. From the consultations that did take place (mainly in the Portaferry area), groups 

expressed a real concern regarding a lack of capacity and resources. In addition, there was an 

impression that the groups were feeling ‘consultation fatigue’ and had recently been involved in 

similar consultation and questionnaires. It is felt that this may have impacted on response.  

 

 

https://www.info-point.eu/
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4.0 General Findings 
 

Asset Assessment Summary 

 

 There are some very significant assets in the area, which have NI-wide significance – 

Greyabbey Cistercian Abbey, Derry Churches, Millin Bay Cairn, Portaferry Castle, Kearney 

Village and Portico 

 A rich heritage represents over 8000 years of activity in the Upper Ards area 

 There is a strong maritime heritage, from Mesolithic settlement along the coast of 

Strangford Lough to post-medieval quays and 19th century shipbuilding in Portaferry 

 Strong history of community involvement in local heritage – friends of Greyabbey, PAST, 

Portaferry regeneration Trust, Rope Walk museum, community restoration of St. Cooey’s 

well 

 Sites and monuments are strongly represented for Early Christian and Medieval Periods 

 Many fine listed buildings, mainly in Portaferry, Kircubbin, Greyabby and Ballywalter 

 Some listed buildings, especially in Greyabbey and Portaferry are out of use, with a negative 

impact on the streetscapes. These could provide opportunities for meanwhile uses and 

restoration 

 Potential for Portico to work with Tumelty Archive 

 There is potential for community development and engagement through North Down 

Museum and the new Heritage Officer 

 Capacity building opportunities for heritage groups through museum and their projects 

 

Surveys summary 

Survey responses were unfortunately limited but a number of clear points came across 

 Organisations rely heavily on volunteers 

 There is a high level of activity among some organisations 

 Support needed for income generation, cross-sector connections and capacity 

 Maritime, castles and churches were identified as important 

 There was a strong feeling that there was a lot of potential for the heritage of the area and 

that it could make a significant contribution to the tourism and economic development of 

the area 

 

General points/learnings from discussions 

 Issue with lack of connectivity between sites  

 Issue with general state of local infrastructure 

 There is an issue with signage for sites 

 Lack of funding 

 Feeling that sea connections across Strangford Lough are not being fully realised, along with 

opportunities to appreciate the connection between the peninsula and maritime heritage 

 General feeling in the more southern parts of the Peninsula that they receive less attention 

than areas nearer the council base in Bangor 
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SWOT Analysis  
 

Strengths 

 Established organisations – PAST, Portico, Portaferry Regeneration, Friends of the Abbey 

 There are passionate individuals and groups who are protective of assets in their charge 

 THI  

 Integrated Arts and Heritage Development Strategy (taking its lead from the Community 

Plan and dovetailed with Tourism, Regeneration and Economic Development). 

 Conservation Area in Portaferry 

 Restoration of important heritage buildings, including Portico and the Market House 

 Portico and Market House events have positive impact on local economy  

 Active involvement of North Down Museum 

 Heritage Officer in Council 

 Arts and Heritage Advisory Panel 

 Council investment in heritage groups 

 Recent integrated village plans 

 Area rich in built and cultural heritage 

 Significant heritage buildings  

 Significant archaeological sites 

 Ferry linkage to Strangford and rest of Lecale 

 Ards tourist information centre 

 Ulster Scots trails 

 Development of packages or joined delivery between some heritage sites – Echlinville and 

Portico 

 Heritage contribution to sense of place, well-being - fits into council aims 

 

Weaknesses 

 Limited funding 

 Lack of community capacity 

 Lack of sustainable economy 

 Feeling of lack of support among groups 

 Lack of heritage skills 

 Infrastructure 

 Lack of heritage signage 

 Lack of cohesive strategy for area 

 Overall lack of connectivity between sites 

 Many of the historic buildings across audit area look neglected (Kircubbin renovations and 

Portaferry THI buildings excepted), not well maintained – lack of skills to restore and 

awareness of assistance  

 There is no focus point for the heritage, it is spread into different pockets. 

 Buildings out of use 

 Appearance of area 

 Vacant sites in village centres 
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Opportunities 

 Conservation area designation for Greyabbey 

 Use of North Down Museum and resources 

 Market House, Ards Tourist Centre and Portico as exhibition areas 

 Ropewalk Maritime Heritage Centre 

 New heritage officer post 

 THI scheme 

 Heritage-led regeneration 

 Heritage as economic driver 

 Widen reach 

 Community capacity building: http://countydownruralcommunitynetwork.com/wp-

content/uploads/2012/09/Owning-and-Managing-Assets-in-Upper-Ards-Case-Study-

Report.pdf  

 Social/economic regeneration 

 Tourism – targeted heritage tours/trails 

 Info-point (or something similar) – for low impact digital interpretation at heritage sites. 

 Tourist packages, linking heritage sites/venues and local businesses 

 Link with Newry, Mourne and Down Council on Strangford area – shared and linked heritage 

 Meanwhile uses for buildings – ‘pop-up’ shop or museum - derelict building strategy 

 Link with AHF NI project officer for social enterprise/building reuse opportunities 

 Link with HTN NI for creation of and support for building preservation trusts 

 Develop more integrated heritage offering/marketing  

 Developing heritage skills 

 Recording/monitoring monuments/buildings 

 Volunteering at events/sites 

 Develop visitor apps to promote sites and businesses in the Ards – Craft and local produce 

 Link with local creative Industries – Creative Peninsula 

 

Threats 

 Lack of funding and understanding of the changes in the funding landscape 

 Pressure on Central and Local Government budgets 

 Perceived lack of understanding of Council regarding heritage 

 Lack of knowledge and communication related to Heritage Assets 

 Lack of capacity among groups 

 Some groups felt Council focus more on heritage at north of peninsula, towards Bangor 

 Unrealistic expectation 

 Insufficient infrastructure 

 Unsympathetic development 

 Accumulative loss of historic built environment and authentic streetscape 

 Competition from other leisure providers (Exploris) 

 Change of demographics/loss of population  

http://countydownruralcommunitynetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Owning-and-Managing-Assets-in-Upper-Ards-Case-Study-Report.pdf
http://countydownruralcommunitynetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Owning-and-Managing-Assets-in-Upper-Ards-Case-Study-Report.pdf
http://countydownruralcommunitynetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Owning-and-Managing-Assets-in-Upper-Ards-Case-Study-Report.pdf
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General Summary of Findings 

The Upper Ards audit area D73, truly has a wealth of heritage assets. The area’s strong assets no 

doubt attract visitors, but a lack of a cohesive offering, along with a lack of connectivity and heritage 

infrastructure mean there is a general feeling that the area has not been able to reach its full 

potential.  

 

Heritage – there are a number of really significant sites – in terms of archaeology and built; these 

could be a bigger draw to visitors and could help drive economic regeneration, not only in 

Portaferry, but in the villages around the Upper Ards peninsula. There is a lack of linkages between 

sites, a feeling of a lack of interest and investment, and little awareness of potential and 

opportunities. Despite a number of strong heritage themes being identified, there is no sense of a 

distinct story or ‘narrative’ for the Upper Ards.  

 

Tourism – there does seem to be a number of tourism guides dealing with the entire ‘Ards Peninsula’ 

and these do include some from the Upper Ards audit area. The majority of sites tend to be in the 

northern part of the peninsula and not in the audit area. Other tourist information tends to be for 

individual sites and there is no usable joined up approach to promote all the options in the area. 

Mount Stewart is a major draw for tourists but there is not much to entice people to continue 

further south on the peninsula and the majority of people don’t venture past Greyabbey. Exploris in 

Portaferry is the only venue to encourage people to take a trip to Portaferry. The lack of signage and 

any point of interpretation and orientation in the town means that people do not tend to venture 

into the town or neighbouring villages. The tourist visitor centre in Portaferry is a significant asset in 

beginning to tackle this, but is only open seasonally. 

 

Community – there is a strong level of community activity in Portaferry, but a real pressure felt due 

to lack of investment/funding, capacity and support. There is a sense that these issues are also felt in 

the villages of the audit area. There are real opportunities to develop greater links and participation, 

preferably with the support of the council and other agencies.   
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5.0 Recommendations 
 

 

Heritage 

 

 Consider ways to enhance built environment in Portaferry Conservation Area and Areas of 

Village Character of Greyabbey and Kirkubbin 

 Consider conservation area status for Greyabbey 

 Consider how to bring together heritage sector in Ards peninsula to better share information 

and tools and to liaise with HED, Council and Tourism NI 

 Explore idea of Portaferry as a ‘Heritage Town’, similar to programme run by Heritage 

Council in ROI 

 Explore untapped industrial heritage in audit area: mills, and maritime related industries 

dominate 

 Portaferry has an impressive maritime heritage which would benefit from further 

exploration 

 Review signage, maintenance and promotion of sites 

 There is a clear sense that there is no strategic approach which addresses the upper 

Ards/Strangford Lough area: there needs to be a plan which sets out priorities and how 

heritage links together. 

 

 

Economic/Tourism 

 

 Review current tourism for Ards area with an aim to make it more cohesive – needs HED, 

council and Tourism NI to work together; this could include new, community-based projects 

such as creating a new online resource/collection or developing digital apps. Possible 

themes include identifying themes: Medieval Ards, Maritime, Industrial, Early 

Christian/Christian Ards, Prehistoric Ards 

 Need to highlight sites, give tourists a reason to explore the Ards, this would require a joined 

up approach to entice tour operators.  

 Explore viability of utilising the Lough, Portaferry and other villages developed out of their 

relationship with the water and ease of access along the coast. 

 There are opportunities for business to become more involved in heritage locally; one option 

would be for local businesses (local Chamber of Commerce or a sectoral organisation like 

Business in the Community) to be invited to any new heritage forum structure 

 There are issues around the road infrastructure, signage and parking. This would require the 

attention of a multi-agency group. Massive intervention may be damaging, proposals need 

to be sympathetic to the scale and character of the area. 

 Review current calendar of events with aim to establish co-ordinated events and festivals 

requiring multi-village participation. 

 Explore viability of increasing operation of Ards Visitor Centre in Portaferry 
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Community 

 

 Public engagement. Utilise the new Heritage Officer to build on engagement with the local 

community to identify needs  

 Creation of local heritage forum/network; this could be linked to the Integrated Arts and 

Heritage Strategy, and would require a lead partner – probably the Council with assistance 

from Arts and Heritage Advisory Panel 

 There is a general perception of a lack of communication; again this could be addressed 

through the heritage forum 

 Develop volunteering programmes and opportunities; opportunities could be developed at 

the individual sites, but there would also be an opportunity for a ‘Heritage Ambassadors’ 

programme, which would create a cadre of multi-skilled volunteers 

 There is generally a sense that some of the local community feels a lack of capacity for 

dealing with heritage assets and the ability to be involved in local development issues. 

Perhaps an important development would be the stronger alignment between heritage, 

attractions and the local community. Government and other agencies working in 

partnership, could develop some kind of programme of interventions which would help 

build capacity. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Appendix 1: Significant Heritage Assets 
 

Asset Name Asset type Reference No Period Protection Grid Ref Public access 

GREY ABBEY: CISTERCIAN 

ABBEY 

ECCLESIASTICAL SITE DOW011:010 MED/L.MED State Care with 

Proposed 

Scheduled Area 

J5830068140 Y 

INTERTIDAL LANDSCAPE INTERTIDAL 

LANDSCAPE 

DOW011:018 UNCERTAIN Scheduled J5680067000 N 

PORTAFERRY WINDMILL 

STUMP:  

WINDMILL DOW032:500 

IHR3264 

C19TH Scheduled J5995050560 Y 

TEMPLECOWEY.  CHURCH 

(in ruins), GRAVEYARD & 

HOLY WELL 

ECCLESIASTICAL SITE DOW032:018 UNCERTAIN  J6261047560 Y 

STANDING STONE STANDING STONE DOW018:004 PREHISTORIC Scheduled J6466063560 ? 

ARDKEEN CASTLE, CASTLE 

HILL.  MOTTE AND BAILEY  

MOTTE BAILEY & 

FORTIFICATION 

DOW025:005 MEDIEVAL Scheduled J5935057100 ? 

ARDKEEN CHURCH.  

CHURCH & GRAVEYARD & 

COFFIN LIDS (2):  

ECCLESIASTICAL SITE DOW025:006 MEDIEVAL Scheduled J5941056890 ? 

MOTTE & possible BAILEY MOTTE DOW025:008 MEDIEVAL Scheduled J6381057530 ? 

CASTLEBOY.  TOWER-

HOUSE 

FORTIFICATION DOW025:016 C15TH Scheduled J6252055620 ? 

CHURCH, GRAVEYARD, 

CROSS SLAB & 

SOUTERRAIN 

ECCLESIASTICAL SITE DOW025:018 E.CHRIST. Scheduled J6372055170 ? 
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TEMPLECRANEY.  

MEDIEVAL & POST-MED. 

CHURCH & GRAVEYARD & 

ENCLOSURE:  

ECCLESIASTICAL SITE DOW032:004 MEDIEVAL Scheduled J5941051100 ? 

CHURCH OF DERE, DERRY 

CHURCHES.   

ECCLESIASTICAL SITE DOW032:005 E.CHRIST. State Care and 

Scheduled 

J6121052350 Y 

MILLIN BAY CAIRN.   CAIRN DOW032:015 LATE NEO State Care and 

Scheduled 

J6288049490 Y 

TARA FORT.  BIVALLATE 

RATH:  

RATH DOW032:017 E.CHRIST. Scheduled J6267048500 ? 

Kircubbin Harbour.  QUAY, 

SLIPWAY AND MOORING 

HARBOUR MRD168:142 POST-MED Scheduled MRD168:142 Y 

GREYABBEY BAY.  

SUBMERGED WOODLAND 

SUBMERGED 

WOODLAND 

MRD168:167 PREHISTORIC Scheduled J5719066590 N 

KIRKISTOWN CASTLE.  

TOWER-HOUSE AND 

BAWN:  

FORTIFICATION DOW025:007 POST-MED State Care J6445458010 Y 

PORTAFERRY CASTLE.  

TOWER-HOUSE: 

PORTAFERRY CASTLE 

FORTIFICATION DOW032:003 LATE-MED State Care J5929450852 Y 

FORTIFIED HOUSE & 

BAWN: THE WHITE HOUSE 

FORTIFICATION DOW025:019 POST-MED State Care and 

Scheduled 

J6427755062 Y 

BALLYWALTER OLD 

CHURCH, WHITE CHURCH.   

ECCLESIASTICAL SITE DOW012:006 MEDIEVAL Scheduled J6224169942 Y 

WINDMILL STUMP  WINDMILL DOW012:501 

IHR2815 

C19TH Scheduled J5867066343 ? 

MANOR HOUSE & BAWN: 

THE ABBACY 

MANOR HOUSE DOW024:032 POST-MED Scheduled J5850554491 ? 
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C17TH WINDMILL - IHR No. 

3074 

WINDMILL DOW025:500 

IHR3074 

POST-MED Scheduled J6411357850 ? 

Windmill Stump - cf IHR 

2800 

WINDMILL DOW012:502 

IHR2800 

 Scheduled J6216569188 ? 

The Market House Listed building HB24/01/001 1740 - 1759 B+ J5941 5088 Y 

QUB Marine Biology 

Station 

Listed building HB24/01/027 1800 - 1819 B1 J5923 5083 ? 

Portaferry Presbyterian 

Church 

Listed building HB24/01/046 1840 - 1859 A J5952 5083 Y 

Quintin Castle Listed building 

FORTIFICATION 

HB24/01/079 

DOW032:019 

 

LATE-MED 

B1 J6317 5051 N 

Kearney Village Listed buildings HB24/01/080, 081, 

085, 086A+B, 087, 

088, 089, 090, 091, 

092, 093, 094, 095 

19th century B1 and B2 J6488 5181 Y (to view 

village, no 

access to 

houses) 

Portaferry House  HB24/01/105 

D-047 

1760 B+ J5923 5172 ? 

Rubane House  HB24/02/033 

D-054 

1860 B1 J6140 6060 To distillery 

adjacent 

Ballywalter Park House  HB24/04/028  A J6237 6899 By 

arrangement 

Holy Trinity C of I Church, 

Kirkubbin 

 HB24/02/009 1840-1859 B+ J5983 6272 Y 

Rosemount House  HB24/04/017 A 1760 - 1779 B+ J5826 6785 ? 

St. Saviour’s Parish 

Church, Greyabbey 

 HB24/04/020 1860 - 1879 B+ J5839 6819 Y 

Airfield  DOW018:037 
DHP:028 

MODERN  J6390063800 
 

? 



Appendix 2: Full Audit Results 
 

Tables of heritage assets identified through desktop survey within D73. 

Sites and Monuments 
 

SMRNo Edited_Typ General_Pe Protection 

DOW011:010 GREY ABBEY, JUGUM DEI.  GREY ABBEY: 

CISTERCIAN ABBEY 

MED/L.MED State Care with 

Proposed 

Scheduled Area 

DOW011:011 RATH E.CHRIST. Scheduled 

DOW011:018 INTERTIDAL LANDSCAPE UNCERTAIN Scheduled 

DOW011:022 MESOLITHIC OCCUPATION SITE MESOLITHIC 
 

DOW012:002 ENCLOSURE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW012:003 ENCLOSURE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW012:004 MOTTE MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

DOW012:005 HAW HILL.  PLATFORM RATH: HAW HILL E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW012:007 MOUND (RATH?) UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW012:008 SQUARE EARTHWORKS UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW012:009 PLATFORM RATH E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW012:010 BLACK ABBEY, ST. ANDREW'S IN THE ARDS.  

BENEDICTINE ABBEY & C13TH COFFIN LID: 

BLACK ABBEY or ST. ANDREW'S in the ARDS 

MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

DOW012:011 LANDSCAPE FEATURE MODERN 
 

DOW012:012 TREE RING MODERN 
 

DOW012:013 ENCLOSURE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW012:014 RATH E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW012:015 CROPMARK UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW012:016 A.P. SITE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW012:017 A.P. SITE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW012:018 A.P. SITE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW012:023 PILLBOX / STRONGPOINT - DHP no.23 MODERN 
 

DOW018:001 INISHARGY.  MEDIEVAL CHURCH, GRAVEYARD 

& C13TH GRAVE SLAB in ENCLOSURE: 

INISHARGY 

MEDIEVAL 
 

DOW018:002 ENCLOSURE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW018:003 STANDING STONE PREHISTORIC 

DOW018:004 STANDING STONE PREHISTORIC Scheduled 

DOW018:005 MOTTE MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

DOW018:006 BALLYHALBERT.  MEDIEVAL  (site of) & 

MODERN CHURCH & GRAVEYARD: 

BALLYHALBERT 

MEDIEVAL 
 

DOW018:007 ENCLOSURE (this is 018:023) UNCERTAIN 
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DOW018:008 ENCLOSURE (see 018:025) UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW018:009 ENCLOSURE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW018:010 ENCLOSURE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW018:011 ENCLOSURE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW018:013 ENCLOSURE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW018:014 CAIRN PREHISTORIC 

DOW018:015 ENCLOSURE - tree ring? UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW018:016 CHURCH (unlocated) MEDIEVAL 
 

DOW018:017 CHURCH SITE (poss. Pre-Norman) E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW018:018 CHURCH SITE (unlocated) MEDIEVAL 
 

DOW018:019 CHURCH (unlocated) MEDIEVAL 
 

DOW018:020 PLANTATION HOUSE & BAWN POST-MED 
 

DOW018:021 URN FIELD (unlocated) PREHISTORIC 

DOW018:022 LE RONE, RONE, RUNE.  MEDIEVAL 

SETTLEMENT: LE RONE (unlocated) 

MEDIEVAL 
 

DOW018:023 A.P. SITE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW018:025 A.P. SITE - ENCLOSURE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW018:026 A.P. SITE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW018:027 A.P. SITE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW018:028 GRAVEYARD UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW018:029 FINDSPOT of MESOLITHIC MATERIAL MESOLITHIC 
 

DOW018:030 TUBBER NA CARRIG, TUBBER MHUIRE.  HOLY 

WELL: TUBBER MHUIRE 

UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW018:031 CIST BURIAL? PREHISTORIC 

DOW018:037 AIRFIELD - DHP. NO.28 MODERN 
 

DOW024:033 CHURCH, GRAVEYARD & CROSS SLAB UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW024:038 ROUND ISLAND.  STRUCTURAL COMPLEX - poss. 

boat burial? 

UNCERTAIN Scheduled 

DOW025:001 RECTANGULAR ENCLOSURE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW025:002 PLATFORM RATH E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW025:003 CASTLE LATE-MED 
 

DOW025:004 ENCLOSURE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW025:005 ARDKEEN CASTLE, CASTLE HILL.  MOTTE AND 

BAILEY WITH LATER TOWER-HOUSE: CASTLE 

HILL 

MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

DOW025:006 ARDKEEN CHURCH.  CHURCH & GRAVEYARD & 

COFFIN LIDS (2): ARDKEEN CHURCH 

MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

DOW025:008 MOTTE & possible BAILEY MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

DOW025:009 RATH E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW025:010 CRANNOG E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW025:011 ENCLOSURE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW025:012 RATH E.CHRIST. 
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DOW025:013 COUNTERSCARP RATH E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW025:014 RATH E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW025:015 CHURCH (in ruins) C12TH Scheduled 

DOW025:016 CASTLEBOY.  TOWER-HOUSE: CASTLEBOY C15TH Scheduled 

DOW025:017 PLATFORM RATH E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW025:018 CHURCH, GRAVEYARD, CROSS SLAB & 

SOUTERRAIN 

E.CHRIST. Scheduled 

DOW025:020 PLATFORM RATH E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW025:022 PLATFORM RATH E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW025:023 KNOCKDOO.  TOWER-HOUSE: KNOCKDOO C17TH 
 

DOW025:024 PLATFORM RATH E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW025:025 PLATFORM RATH E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW025:026 A.P. SITE - circular feature UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW025:027 A.P. SITE - circular feature UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW025:028 CRANNOG E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW025:029 A.P. SITE - 2 enclosures? UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW025:030 A.P. SITE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW025:031 A.P. SITE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW025:032 A.P. SITE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW025:033 LISBANE HOUSE.  GRAVEYARD: LISBANE HOUSE E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW025:034 FINDSPOT of BEEHIVE QUERN IRON AGE 
 

DOW025:035 FINDSPOT of possible SHELL MIDDEN PREHISTORIC 

DOW032:004 TEMPLECRANEY.  MEDIEVAL & POST-MED. 

CHURCH & GRAVEYARD & ENCLOSURE: 

TEMPLECRANEY 

MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

DOW032:005 CHURCH OF DERE, DERRY CHURCHES.  TWO 

EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCHES: CHURCHES OF 

DERE 

E.CHRIST. State Care and 

Scheduled 

DOW032:006 THREE STANDING STONES PREHISTORIC 

DOW032:007 OLD FORT.  ENCLOSURE: OLD FORT UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW032:008 PLATFORM RATH E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW032:009 PLATFORM RATH E.CHRIST. Scheduled 

DOW032:010 THE MOUNT.  MOUND: THE MOUNT UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW032:011 FINDSPOT of BRONZE AXE BRONZE AGE 

DOW032:012 BALLYTRUSTAN.  MEDIEVAL CHURCH & 

GRAVEYARD: BALLYTRUSTAN; 

THRUSTAYNISTONE 

MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

DOW032:013 RAISED RATH E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW032:014 PLATFORM RATH E.CHRIST. Scheduled 

DOW032:015 MILLIN BAY CAIRN.  COMPLEX CAIRN: MILLIN 

BAY CAIRN 

LATE NEO State Care and 

Scheduled 

DOW032:016 STANDING STONE PREHISTORIC 

DOW032:017 TARA FORT.  BIVALLATE RATH: TARA FORT E.CHRIST. Scheduled 
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DOW032:018 TEMPLECOWEY.  CHURCH (in ruins), 

GRAVEYARD & HOLY WELL: TEMPLECOWEY 

UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW032:019 QUINTIN CASTLE.  TOWER-HOUSE & BAWN: 

QUINTIN CASTLE 

LATE-MED 
 

DOW032:020 Church of Feliptone.  MEDIEVAL CHURCH & 

GRAVEYARD 

MEDIEVAL 
 

DOW032:021 MOUND - TREE RING? UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW032:022 PLATFORM RATH E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW032:023 BURIALS UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW032:024 CIST BURIAL BRONZE AGE 

DOW032:025 MESOLITHIC OCCUPATION SITE MESOLITHIC 
 

DOW032:026 BURIAL in LONG CIST (unlocated) PREHISTORIC 

DOW032:027 A.P. SITE - cropmark UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW032:028 A.P. SITE - enclosure UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW032:029 A.P. SITE - CRANNOG? E.CHRIST. 
 

DOW032:030 A.P. SITE - hillfort? UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW032:031 PORTAFERRY.  HISTORIC SETTLEMENT: 

PORTAFERRY 

LATE-MED 
 

DOW032:032 A.P. SITE - cropmarks UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW032:033 A.P. SITE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW032:034 A.P. SITE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW032:035 STONE STRUCTURE - cist? UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW032:500 PORTAFERRY WINDMILL.  WINDMILL STUMP: 

PORTAFERRY WINDMILL (c.f. IHR 3264 for 

details) 

C19TH Scheduled 

MRD149:007 STONE AND WOODEN FISH TRAP POST-MED Scheduled 

MRD149:009 STONE FISH TRAP MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

MRD149:010 CONCENTRATION OF STONES UNCERTAIN Scheduled 

MRD149:011 STONE FISH TRAP MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

MRD149:012 STONE ALIGNMENTS UNCERTAIN Scheduled 

MRD149:033 KELP GRID POST-MED Scheduled 

MRD187:124 LINEAR WALL UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:126 A.P. SITE OVAL CROPMARK UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:127 A.P. SITE NATURAL FEATURE UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:128 A.P. SITE CROPMARKS UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:129 A.P. SITE CROPMARK UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:131 A.P. SITE MOUND UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:134 LIME KILN POST-MED 
 

MRD187:140 STONE FISH TRAP MEDIEVAL 
 

MRD187:147 INTERTIDAL WALL POST-MED 
 

MRD187:148 INTERTIDAL WALL POST-MED 
 

MRD187:161 SENESCHAL'S PORT.  QUAY POST-MED 
 



Heritage Asset Audit – D73 Ards 

Page | 75 

  Leah O’Neill  

SMRNo Edited_Typ General_Pe Protection 

MRD168:055 STONE FISH TRAP MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

MRD168:056 RAFT LAUNCHING SITE MODERN Scheduled 

MRD168:059 FORD POST-MED 
 

MRD168:060 MONAGHAN BANK.  A.P. Site UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD168:061 KIRCUBBIN SAILING CLUB.  Landing Place on 

1858 OS Map 

C19TH 
 

MRD168:062 STONE FISH TRAP MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

MRD168:063 FORD POST-MED 
 

MRD168:065 Ford;  Later reclamation wall UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD168:066 Reclamation Wall C19TH 
 

MRD168:068 THE RAGHERIES.  WOODEN FISH TRAP MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

MRD168:069 SOUTH ISLAND.  HUTS? UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD168:070 STONE FISH TRAP MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

MRD168:071 KELP GRID POST-MED Scheduled 

MRD168:073 STONE SLIPWAY OR QUAY POST-MED Scheduled 

MRD168:074 WOODEN FISH TRAP MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

MRD168:076 TREE STUMPS MESOLITHIC Scheduled 

MRD168:077 TREE STUMP MESOLITHIC Scheduled 

MRD168:080 WOODEN FISH TRAP MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

MRD168:081 TREE STUMPS MESOLITHIC Scheduled 

MRD168:082 SUBMERGED TREE STUMP PREHISTORIC Scheduled 

MRD168:086 HERRING BAY.  Cleared Slipway POST-MED 
 

MRD168:087 KELP GRID UNCERTAIN Scheduled 

MRD168:128 SLIPWAY OR SHORE ACCESS POST-MED 
 

MRD168:141 PEAT AND WOOD MATERIAL MESOLITHIC 
 

MRD168:142 Kircubbin Harbour.  QUAY, SLIPWAY AND 

MOORING 

POST-MED Scheduled 

MRD168:143 KELP GRIDS POST-MED 
 

MRD168:144 CAIRN UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD168:145 PIT DUCK HIDE POST-MED 
 

MRD168:146 SWIMMING PONDS C19TH 
 

MRD168:152 LOGBOAT PREHISTORIC Scheduled 

MRD168:163 RECLAMATION WALL POST-MED 
 

MRD168:167 GREYABBEY BAY.  SUBMERGED WOODLAND PREHISTORIC Scheduled 

MRD168:177 OYSTER MIDDEN PREHISTORIC 

MRD168:178 OYSTER MIDDEN PREHISTORIC 

MRD168:181 SHELL MIDDEN PREHISTORIC 

MRD187:002 INTERTIDAL WALL POST-MED 
 

MRD187:003 A.P. SITE  CROPMARKS UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:006 COMPLEX OF WALLS AND ENCLOSURES UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:019 NATURAL LANDING PLACE UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:020 FORD POST-MED 
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MRD187:021 A.P. SITE: LINEAR FEATURES (2) UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:022 FORD POST-MED 
 

MRD187:023 FIELD BOUNDARY EXTENSION POST-MED 
 

MRD187:025 A.P.SITE: UNCERTAIN UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:028 SLIPWAY POST-MED 
 

MRD187:033 RINGBURR OR ABBEY POINT.  A.P. SITE UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:065 A.P. SITE NATURAL FEATURE UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:066 SENESCHAL'S PORT.  LANDING PLACE 

(SENESCHAL'S PORT) 

MED/L.MED 
 

MRD187:067 A.P. SITE NATURAL FEATURE UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:068 CAUSEWAY POST-MED 
 

MRD187:069 CLEARED SLIPWAY UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:070 UNCERTAIN LINEAR FEATURE UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:071 A.P. SITE NATURAL FEATURE UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:072 A.P. SITE NATURAL FEATURE UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:073 UNCERTAIN NATURAL BOULDER FRINGE UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:074 STONE DUCK HIDE POST-MED 
 

MRD187:075 STRIFE ROCK.  PLACENAME UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:078 CLEARED SLIPWAY UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:083 A.P. SITE NATURAL FEATURE UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:084 CLEARED SLIPWAY UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:086 A.P. SITE 
  

MRD187:087 CLEARED SHORE UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD187:089 KELP DIVISION WALLS POST-MED 
 

MRD187:095 KELP HOUSE C18TH 
 

MRD187:104 STONE JETTY POST-MED 
 

MRD206:008 NON-ANTIQUITY UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD206:009 Stepping Stones.  FORD UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD206:017 JETTY AND SLIPWAY POST-MED 
 

MRD206:082 CURVILINEAR STONE FEATURE UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD206:120 NATURAL INLET UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD206:155 SLIPWAY UNCERTAIN 
 

MRD206:158 CLEARED SLIPWAY POST-MED 
 

MRD206:185 LIME KILN C18TH/C19TH 

MRD206:196 SLIPWAY MODERN 
 

MRD206:198 STONE SLIPWAY POST-MED 
 

MRD206:199 QUAY POST-MED 
 

MRD206:202 QUAY C19TH 
 

DOW032:041 A.P SITE -  Enclosures/Possibly ring ditches UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW025:007 KIRKISTOWN CASTLE.  TOWER-HOUSE AND 

BAWN: KIRKISTOWN CASTLE 

POST-MED State Care 
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DOW032:003 PORTAFERRY CASTLE.  TOWER-HOUSE: 

PORTAFERRY CASTLE 

LATE-MED State Care 

DOW025:019 THE WHITE HOUSE, BALLYSPRURGE.  FORTIFIED 

HOUSE & BAWN: THE WHITE HOUSE 

POST-MED State Care and 

Scheduled 

DOW012:006 BALLYWALTER OLD CHURCH, WHITE CHURCH.  

MEDIEVAL CHURCH & GRAVEYARD, with 3 

C13TH COFFIN LIDS: BALLYWALTER OLD 

CHURCH; WHITE CHURCH 

MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

DOW012:501 WINDMILL STUMP (c.f. IHR 2815 for details) C19TH Scheduled 

DOW024:032 THE ABBACY.  MANOR HOUSE & BAWN: THE 

ABBACY 

POST-MED Scheduled 

DOW025:021 SHANKILL.  CHURCH (in ruins) & GRAVEYARD MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

MRD168:072 STONE FISH TRAP MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

MRD187:088 TIDAL MILL WALL C18TH Scheduled 

MRD149:004 STONE SLIPWAY OR QUAY POST-MED Scheduled 

MRD168:053 LANDING STAGE UNCERTAIN Scheduled 

MRD168:054 CLEARED SLIPWAY POST-MED Scheduled 

MRD168:084 STONE FISH TRAP MEDIEVAL Scheduled 

DOW025:500 C17TH WINDMILL - IHR No. 3074 POST-MED Scheduled 

DOW012:502 Windmill Stump - cf IHR 2800 
 

Scheduled 

DOW018:024 ENCLOSURE UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW018:012 ENCLOSURE (this is 018:024) UNCERTAIN 
 

DOW018:038 Extensive cropmarks, barrow 

cemetery/settlement 

  

 

Listed Buildings  
 

HB_ref Address Date_Const Current Grade 
HB24/01/046 Portaferry Presbyterian Church 

Meeting House Street  
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1LD 

1840 - 1859 A 

HB24/04/017 A Rosemount House 
Rosemount 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co Down 
BT22 2QA 

1760 - 1779 A 

HB24/04/028 Ballywalter Park House & garden walling 
Ballywalter Park 
Springvale 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 

1840 - 1859 A 
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Co. Down 
BT22 2PP 

HB24/01/015 18-20 FERRY ST.  
BALLYPHILIP   
PORTAFERRY   
CO. DOWN 

 
B 

HB24/01/017 A 28 FERRY ST. 
BALLYPHILIP  
PORTAFERRY  
CO. DOWN 

 
B 

HB24/01/001 The Market House 
The Square 
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1LN 

1740 - 1759 B+ 

HB24/01/003 15 The Square 
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1LW 

1820 - 1839 B+ 

HB24/01/097 South Rock Dwellings  
off Newcastle Road 
Newcastle 
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1QQ 

1820 - 1839 B+ 

HB24/01/097 South Rock Dwellings  
off Newcastle Road 
Newcastle 
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1QQ 

1820 - 1839 B+ 

HB24/01/097 South Rock Dwellings  
off Newcastle Road 
Newcastle 
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1QQ 

1820 - 1839 B+ 

HB24/01/097 South Rock Dwellings  
off Newcastle Road 
Newcastle 
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1QQ 

1820 - 1839 B+ 

HB24/01/097 South Rock Dwellings  
off Newcastle Road 
Newcastle 
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1QQ 

1820 - 1839 B+ 
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HB24/01/105 Portaferry House  

Ballymurphy   
Portaferry 
Newtownards 
Co Down 
BT22 1PP 

1800 - 1819 B+ 

HB24/01/106 Farm Buildings 
Portaferry House Demesne  
Ballymurphy  
Portaferry  
Co Down 

1780 - 1799 B+ 

HB24/02/009 Holy Trinity C of I Church 
Main Street 
Kircubbin 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2SR 

1840 - 1859 B+ 

HB24/02/038 R.C. Church Lisbane 
Rowreagh Road 
Lisbane 
Kircubbin 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 1AR 

1760 - 1779 B+ 

HB24/03/019 Non-subscribing Presbyterian Church 
Ballyhemlin Road 
Ballyhemlin (near Kircubbin)  
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2QY 

1820 - 1839 B+ 

HB24/03/020 Balligan Church of St. Andrew (C of I)  
Balligan  
Newtownards 
Co. Down. 
?BT22 2RA 

1700 - 1719 B+ 

HB24/04/020 St. Saviour’s C of I Parish Church 
Church Street 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2NQ 

1860 - 1879 B+ 

HB24/04/029 Stableyard 
Ballywalter Park 
Springvale 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PP 

1800 - 1819 B+ 

HB24/04/042 Holy Trinity (C of I) Church 
Whitechurch Road 

1840 - 1859 B+ 
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Whitechurch 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2JY 

HB24/01/012 8 Ferry Street 
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PB 

1780 - 1799 B1 

HB24/01/014 A 14 Ferry Street  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PB 

1860 - 1879 B1 

HB24/01/014 B 16 Ferry Street  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PB 

1860 - 1879 B1 

HB24/01/016 22-24 Ferry Street  
Portaferry   
Newtownards 
Co Down 
BT22 1PB 

1800 - 1819 B1 

HB24/01/022 Methodist Church 
Ferry Street  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PB 

1780 - 1799 B1 

HB24/01/024 The ‘Corn Store’  
1 Castle Street  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1NZ 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/01/025 Castle Restaurant etc 
1-3 Castle Street 
Portaferry 
Co  Down 
BT22 1NZ 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/01/026 Former warehouse (now office)  
Castle Street 
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1NZ 

1800 - 1819 B1 

HB24/01/027 QUB Marine Biology Station  
12 The Strand  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1EF 

1800 - 1819 B1 

HB24/01/048 7 High Street  
Portaferry  

1780 - 1799 B1 
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Co Down 
BT22 1QT 

HB24/01/050 Ballyphilip (C of I) Parish Church 
Church Street  
Portaferry 
Co Down 

1780 - 1799 B1 

HB24/01/052 The Rectory  
8 Cloughy Road  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1ND 

1800 - 1819 B1 

HB24/01/054 38-40 Shore Road  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1JZ 

1880 - 1899 B1 

HB24/01/056 46 Shore Road  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1JZ 

1900 - 1919 B1 

HB24/01/062 St. Patrick’s RC Church 
Ballyphilip Road  
Tullyboard  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1RB 

1900 - 1919 B1 

HB24/01/074 11 Ballyfounder Road  
Killydressy 
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1RE 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/01/078 Entrance and field gates at Quintin Castle,  
3 Kearney Road 
Ballymarter  
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1QE 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/01/079 Quintin Castle  
3 Kearney Road 
Ballymarter  
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1QE 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/01/080 Garden Tower at Quintin Castle  
3 Kearney Road 
Ballymarter  
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1QE 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/01/085 12 Kearney Village  
Kearney Road 

1840 - 1859 B1 
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Kearney  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1QP 

HB24/01/087 10 Kearney Village  
Kearney Road 
Kearney  
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1QP 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/01/089 2 Kearney Village  
Kearney Road 
Kearney 
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1QP 

1820 - 1839 B1 

HB24/01/091 14 Kearney Village  
Kearney Road 
Kearney 
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1QP 

1860 - 1879 B1 

HB24/01/092 1 Kearney Village  
Kearney Road 
Kearney  
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1QP 

1860 - 1879 B1 

HB24/01/093 7 Kearney Village  
Kearney Road 
Kearney  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1QP 

1820 - 1839 B1 

HB24/01/098 Mount Ross 
20 Ballygarvigan Road 
Ballygarvigan 
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1JT 

1740 - 1759 B1 

HB24/01/129 14 The Strand  
Portaferry 
Co  Down 
BT22 1PF 

1800 - 1819 B1 

HB24/01/130 15-16 The Strand 
 Portaferry  
Co Down 

1900-1919 B1 

HB24/01/137 33-33A The Square 
Portaferry              

1780 - 1799 B1 
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Co Down 
BT22 1LR 

HB24/01/139 2-4 Church Street 
Portaferry 
Co. Down 
BT22 1LS 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/01/163 36 The Square 
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1LR 

1920 - 1939 B1 

HB24/02/002 15 Main Street 
Kircubbin  
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2SS 

1860 - 1879 B1 

HB24/02/021 ‘Tubber na Carrig’ 
24 Tubber Road 
Kircubbin 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2RR 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/02/022 ‘The Rectory’ 
52 Parsonage Road 
Kircubbin 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2RL 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/02/023 ‘Lakeview’ 
100 Parsonage Road 
Kircubbin 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2RL 

1760 - 1779 B1 

HB24/02/024 Nunsquarter House 
108 Shore Road 
Nuns Quarter  
Kircubbin 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2RP 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/02/032 41 Rowreagh Road 
Gransha 
Kircubbin 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 1AR 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/02/033 Rubane House 
62 Gransha Road 
Echlinville 
Portavogie 

1840 - 1859 B1 
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Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 1AJ 

HB24/02/034 A Stables at Rubane House 
Rubane House 
62 Gransha Road 
Echlinville 
Portavogie 
Newtownards 
Co Down 
BT22 1AJ 

1780 - 1799 B1 

HB24/02/034 B Barn at Rubane House 
Rubane House 
62 Gransha Road 
Echlinville 
Portavogie 
Co. Down 
BT22 1AJ 

1780 - 1799 B1 

HB24/02/035 Garden grotto and bridge 
Rubane House 
62 Gransha Road 
Echlinville 
Portavogie 
Newtownards 
Co Down 
BT22 1AJ 

1780 - 1799 B1 

HB24/02/036 St. Joseph’s RC Church 
Blackstaff Road 
Ballycran Beg 
Kircubbin 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 1A? 

1860 - 1879 B1 

HB24/02/040 Christ Church (C of I) 
Ballygelagh Road 
Kirkistown 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 1J? 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/03/006 St. Andrew’s Parish (C of I) Church,  
Main Road 
Ballyesborough 
Ballyhalbert  
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 1E[?L] 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/03/016 Glastry Presbyterian Church  
Manse Road 
Glastry  
Kircubbin  

1760 - 1779 B1 
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Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 1DR 

HB24/03/022 Ballyobegan House,  
10 Kircubbin Road 
Ballyobegan (near Kircubbin)  
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PH 

1820 - 1839 B1 

HB24/04/001 Lough House 
1 The Square 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2QA 

1820 - 1839 B1 

HB24/04/003 Greyabbey Primary School 
3 The Square 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2QA 

1880 - 1899 B1 

HB24/04/007 First Presbyterian Church 
Newtownards Road 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 

1860 - 1879 B1 

HB24/04/010 88 Main Street 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2NG 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/04/012 1 North Street 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2ND 

1800 - 1819 B1 

HB24/04/014 2 Church Street  
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2NQ 

1860 - 1879 B1 

HB24/04/017 B Outbuildings 
Rosemount House 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co Down 
BT22 2QA 

1760 - 1779 B1 

HB24/04/017 F The Nuns Well 
Rosemount House 

1760 - 1779 B1 
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Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co Down 
BT22 2QA 

HB24/04/018 Abbey gate lodge & gates 
Rosemount House 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2QA 

1800 - 1819 B1 

HB24/04/021 Mill House 
10 Portaferry Road 
Bootown 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2RU 

1820 - 1839 B1 

HB24/04/025 East gate lodge & entrance gates 
Ballywalter Park 
15 Springvale Road 
Springvale 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PE 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/04/027 Road bridge and screen 
Ballywalter Park 
Springvale 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PP 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/04/030 Bridge on garden path 
Ballywalter Park 
Springvale 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PP 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/04/031 Bridge on estate track 
Ballywalter Park 
Springvale 
Ballywalter  
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PP 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/04/040 West Gate Lodge 
Ballywalter Park 
124 Greyabbey Road 
Ballyatwood 

1900 - 1919 B1 
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Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
BT22 2NZ 
Co. Down 

HB24/04/041 Pigeon House 
Ballywalter Park 
Ballyatwood 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PP 

1740 - 1759 B1 

HB24/04/042 B Ballywalter Vicarage 
2 Whitechurch Road  
Ballywalter 
County Down 
BT22 2JY 

1900 - 1919 B1 

HB24/04/090 Farmhouse  
Mid Island 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 

1820 - 1839 B1 

HB24/04/091 Home farm 
Ballywalter Park 
Ballyatwood Road 
Springvale 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co Down 
BT22 2PP 

1840 - 1859 B1 

HB24/04/094 A Former Dunleath Arms 
72A Main Street 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2JP 

1900 - 1919 B1 

HB24/04/094 B Former Dunleath Arms 
72B Main Street 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PJ 

1900 - 1919 B1 

HB24/01/007 'Portaferry Orange and Protestant Hall'   
The Square    
Portaferry    
Co Down 
BT22 1LN 

1860 - 1879 B2 

HB24/01/009 32 The Square  
Portaferry  

1780 - 1799 B2 



Heritage Asset Audit – D73 Ards 

Page | 88 

  Leah O’Neill  

HB_ref Address Date_Const Current Grade 
Co Down 
BT22 1LR 

HB24/01/011 B 6 Ferry Street   
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PB 

1780 - 1799 B2 

HB24/01/013 A 10 Ferry Street   
Portaferry   
Co Down 
BT22 1PB 

1820 - 1839 B2 

HB24/01/013 B 12 Ferry Street   
Portaferry   
Co Down 
BT22 1PB 

1820 - 1839 B2 

HB24/01/017 B 30 FERRY ST. AND 2 SHORE ROAD    
BALLYPHILIP   
PORTAFERRY  
CO. DOWN 

 
B2 

HB24/01/018 9-11 Ferry Street  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PB 

1840 - 1859 B2 

HB24/01/023 2-4 Cuan Place  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1NY 

1860 - 1879 B2 

HB24/01/028 ‘Minaki’ (Queen's University Marine 
Biology Station)  
13 The Strand  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PF 

1800 - 1819 B2 

HB24/01/047 8, 8A and 8B High Street  
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1LQ 

1780 - 1799 B2 

HB24/01/055 42 Shore Road  
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1JZ 

1900 - 1919 B2 

HB24/01/067 Marine navigation Beacon 
(Gowland Beacon) 
Granagh (off coast) 
Portaferry 
Co Down 

1840 - 1859 B2 

HB24/01/076 Ballyfounder House  
16 Ballyfounder Road 
Ballyfounder  
Portaferry  

1840 - 1859 B2 
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Co Down 
BT22 1RE 

HB24/01/081 4 Kearney Road  
Knockinelder  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1QB 

1820 - 1839 B2 

HB24/01/086 A 5 Kearney Village  
Kearney Road 
Kearney  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1QP 

1820 - 1839 B2 

HB24/01/086 B 6 Kearney Village  
Kearney Road 
Kearney  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1QP 

1820 - 1839 B2 

HB24/01/088 8A, 8C & 8D Kearney Village  
Kearney Road  
Kearney 
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1QP 

1820 - 1839 B2 

HB24/01/090 3 Kearney Village  
Kearney Road 
Kearney   
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1QP 

1860 - 1879 B2 

HB24/01/094 13 Kearney Village 
Kearney Road  
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1QP 

1820 - 1839 B2 

HB24/01/095 12A Kearney Village  
Kearney Road 
Kearney  
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1QP 

1820 - 1839 B2 

HB24/01/101 A Entrance Gates for Portaferry House  
Church Street 
Portaferry  
Co Down 

1840 - 1859 B2 

HB24/01/101 B Gate Lodge 
50 Church Street  
Portaferry 

 
B2 
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Co Down 
BT22 1LS 

HB24/01/103 A Entrance Gates for Portaferry House 
Deerpark Road  
Portaferry 
Co Down 

1840 - 1859 B2 

HB24/01/103 B Gate Lodge  
4 Coach Road  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PP 

1840 - 1859 B2 

HB24/01/118 The Lodge  
17 Lough Shore Road 
Ballywhite House 
Ballywhite   
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1PD 

1860 - 1879 B2 

HB24/01/119 Ballywhite House 
19 Lough Shore Road 
Ballywhite 
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PD 

1860 - 1879 B2 

HB24/01/120 â€˜Marlfield’ 
2 Marlfield Road  
Marlfield   
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1PH 

1820 - 1839 B2 

HB24/01/123 Ardquin (C of I) Parish Church  
Abbacy Road 
Ardquin  
Portaferry  
Co. Down 
BT22 1PQ 

1820 - 1839 B2 

HB24/01/128 ‘Barholm’  
11 The Strand 
Portaferry  
Co  Down 
BT22 1PF 

1860 - 1879 B2 

HB24/01/134 23-24 The Square 
Portaferry 
Co  Down 
BT22 1LP 

1780 - 1799 B2 

HB24/01/138 34-35 The Square 
Portaferry 
Co. Down 
BT22 1LR 

1820 - 1839 B2 
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HB24/01/156 The Game Keeper’s Cottage   

The Demesne  
Mountain Road 
Ballymurphy  
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1PL 

1860 - 1879 B2 

HB24/01/167 Lime Kiln 
Ballywhite   
Portaferry 
Co  Down 

1860 - 1879 B2 

HB24/02/004 25-27 Main Street 
Kircubbin 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2SS 

1840 - 1859 B2 

HB24/02/005 B 35 Main Street 
Kircubbin 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2SR 

1780 - 1799 B2 

HB24/02/005 C 37 Main Street 
Kircubbin 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2SR 

1780 - 1799 B2 

HB24/02/008 A 53 Main Street 
Kircubbin 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2SR 

1880 - 1899 B2 

HB24/02/008 B 55 Main Street 
Kircubbin 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2SR 

1880 - 1899 B2 

HB24/02/008 C 57 Main Street 
Kircubbin 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2SR 

1880 - 1899 B2 

HB24/02/008 D 59 Main Street 
Kircubbin 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2SR 

1880 - 1899 B2 

HB24/02/025 1 Inishargy Road 
Nunsquarter 
Kircubbin 
Newtownards 

1820 - 1839 B2 
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Co. Down 
BT22 2RG 

HB24/04/002 A Hall 
2A The Square 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2QA 

1720 - 1739 B2 

HB24/04/002 B 2B The Square 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2QA 

1720 - 1739 B2 

HB24/04/004 A 2 Main Street 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2NE 

1840 - 1859 B2 

HB24/04/004 B 4-6 Main Street 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2NE 

1840 - 1859 B2 

HB24/04/004 D 3 The Square 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2QA 

1840 - 1859 B2 

HB24/04/005 7-9 Main Street 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2NE 

1840 - 1859 B2 

HB24/04/006 First Presbyterian Church Manse 
24 Main Street 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2NE 

1860 - 1879 B2 

HB24/04/015 7 Cottage Hill (formerly known as 1A 
Cardy Road) 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2LS 

1800 - 1819 B2 

HB24/04/016 West gate lodge 
Rosemount House 
4 The Square 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 

1860 - 1879 B2 
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Co. Down 
BT22 2QA 

HB24/04/017 C Ha-ha 
Rosemount House 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co Down 
BT22 2QA 

1760 - 1779 B2 

HB24/04/017 D Footbridge over sunken drive 
Rosemount House 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co Down 
BT22 2QA 

1840 - 1859 B2 

HB24/04/033 2 Springvale Road 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PE 

1860 - 1879 B2 

HB24/04/036 A 5 Main Street 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PQ 

1820 - 1839 B2 

HB24/04/037 69-71 Main Street 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PJ 

1840 - 1859 B2 

HB24/04/037 69-71 Main Street 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PJ 

1840 - 1859 B2 

HB24/04/044 Dunover House 
56 Dunover Road 
Dunover 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2LW 

1760 - 1779 B2 

HB24/04/065 1-3 Harbour Road 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PL 

1820 - 1839 B2 

HB24/04/072 Trinity Presbyterian Church 
Main Street 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 

1900 - 1919 B2 
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Co. Down 
BT22 2NE 

HB24/04/080 A 11A Main Street 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2NE 

1840 - 1859 B2 

HB24/04/080 B 11 Main Street 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2NE 

1860 - 1879 B2 

HB24/04/080 C 13 Main Street 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2NE 

1860 - 1879 B2 

HB24/04/088 A 6 Church Street 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2NQ 

1820 - 1839 B2 

HB24/04/088 B 8 Church Street 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2NQ 

1820 - 1839 B2 

HB24/04/089 The Albany 
Ballywalter Park 
Springvale 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PP 

1860 - 1879 B2 

HB24/04/092 BT kiosk 
Main Street 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2NE 

1920 - 1939 B2 

HB24/04/096 Culvert face and bridge 
Ballywalter Park 
Springvale 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PP 

1840 - 1859 B2 

HB24/04/097 Bridge 
Ballywalter Park 
Springvale 

1840 - 1859 B2 
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Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PP 

HB24/01/016 A 22 Ferry Street  
Portaferry   
 
**  See General Comments  ** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/016 B 24 Ferry Street  
Portaferry   
 
**  See General Comments  ** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/018 A 9 Ferry Street  
Portaferry  
 
**  See General Comments  ** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/018 B 11 Ferry Street  
Portaferry  
 
**  See General Comments  ** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/019 A 5 Ferry Street  
Portaferry 
 
**  See General Comments  ** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/019 B 7 Ferry Street  
Portaferry 
 
**  See General Comments  ** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/023 A 2 Cuan Place  
Portaferry  
 
**  See General Comments  ** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/023 B 4 Cuan Place  
Portaferry  
 
**  See General Comments  ** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/034 A 4 THE STRAND   
PORTAFERRY   
CO.DOWN 
 
**  See General Comments  ** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/034 B 3 The Strand  
Portaferry 
Co Down 
 
**  See General Comments  ** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/034 C 2 The Strand  
Portaferry 
Co Down 

 
Not_Allocated 
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**  See General Comments  ** 

HB24/01/097 B SOUTH ROCK COTTAGES  NEWQUAY  
NEWCASTLE ROAD  PORTAFERRY    
CO.DOWN 
 
**See general comments** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/097 C SOUTH ROCK COTTAGES  NEWQUAY  
23/25 NEWCASTLE ROAD  PORTAFERRY  
CO.DOWN 
 
**See General Comments** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/102 50 CHURCH ST.   PORTAFERRY 
(GATE LODGE TO PORTAFERRY HOUSE) 
 
**  See General Comments  ** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/104 Gate Lodge  
4 Coach Road  
Portaferry  
 
**  See General Comments  ** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/136 A 28 The Square 
Portaferry 
 
**  See General Comments  ** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/136 B 29 The Square 
Portaferry 
 
**  See General Comments  ** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/138 A 34 The Square 
Portaferry 
 
**  See General Comments  ** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/138 B 35 The Square 
Portaferry 
 
**  See General Comments  ** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/139 A 2 Church Street 
Portaferry 
 
**  See General Comments  ** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/139 B 4 Church Street 
Portaferry 
 
**  See General Comments  ** 

 
Not_Allocated 

HB24/01/010 2 Ferry Street  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PB 

1980 - 1999 Record Only 
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HB24/01/011 A 4 Ferry Street   

Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PB 

1780 - 1799 Record Only 

HB24/01/019 5-7 Ferry Street  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PB 

1840 - 1859 Record Only 

HB24/01/019 5-7 Ferry Street  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PB 

1840 - 1859 Record Only 

HB24/01/020 3 Ferry Street  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PB 

1840 - 1859 Record Only 

HB24/01/021 1 Ferry Street  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PB 

1880 - 1899 Record Only 

HB24/01/029 The Portaferry Hotel  
8-10 The Strand  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PE 

1980 - 1999 Record Only 

HB24/01/031 7 The Strand  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PE 

1840 - 1859 Record Only 

HB24/01/032 6 The Strand 
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1PE 

1840 - 1859 Record Only 

HB24/01/033 5 The Strand  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PE 

1820 - 1839 Record Only 

HB24/01/034 2, 3 & 4  The Strand  
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1PE 

1840 - 1859 Record Only 

HB24/01/034 2, 3 & 4  The Strand  
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1PE 

1840 - 1859 Record Only 

HB24/01/035 The Slip Inn 
1 The Strand  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1PE 

1840 - 1859 Record Only 
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HB24/01/037 A 18-20 Shore Road  

Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1JZ 

1840 - 1859 Record Only 

HB24/01/037 D 24 Shore Road  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1JZ 

1840 - 1859 Record Only 

HB24/01/037 E 26 Shore Road  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1JZ 

1840 - 1859 Record Only 

HB24/01/037 F 28 Shore Road  
Portaferry  
Co Down 
BT22 1JZ 

1840 - 1859 Record Only 

HB24/01/132 12-14 The Square  
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22  1LW 

1800 - 1819 Record Only 

HB24/01/133 18-20 The Square 
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1LW 

1820 - 1839 Record Only 

HB24/01/135 25 The Square  
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1LR 

1780 - 1799 Record Only 

HB24/01/136 28-29 The Square 
Portaferry 
Co  Down 
BT221LR 

1780 - 1799 Record Only 

HB24/01/136 28-29 The Square 
Portaferry 
Co  Down 
BT221LR 

1780 - 1799 Record Only 

HB24/01/158 13 Ferry Street 
Portaferry 
Co Down 
BT22 1PB 

1840 - 1859 Record Only 

HB24/02/005 A 33 Main Street 
Kircubbin 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2SR 

1780 - 1799 Record Only 

HB24/02/005 D 39 Main Street 
Kircubbin 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2SR 

1780 - 1799 Record Only 
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HB24/02/005 E 41 Main Street 

Kircubbin 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2SR 

1780 - 1799 Record Only 

HB24/02/057 Barn by Kirkistown Castle 
Kirkistown Castle 
Main Road   
Kirkistown 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 1JA 

1600 - 1649 Record Only 

HB24/03/014 47 Manse Road  
Glastry  
Kircubbin  
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 1DR 

1840 - 1859 Record Only 

HB24/04/008 Presbyterian Church Manse 
2 Newtownards Road  
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2QQ 

1860 - 1879 Record Only 

HB24/04/032 C of I Parish Hall 
Springvale Road 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PE 

1840 - 1859 Record Only 

HB24/04/035 1-3 Main Street 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PQ 

1840 - 1859 Record Only 

HB24/04/035 1-3 Main Street 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PQ 

1840 - 1859 Record Only 

HB24/04/036 B 7 Main Street 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PQ 

1860 - 1879 Record Only 

HB24/04/036 C 9 Main Street 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PQ 

1860 - 1879 Record Only 
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HB24/04/036 D 11 Main Street 

Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PQ 

1880 - 1899 Record Only 

HB24/04/036 E 13 Main Street 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PQ 

1880 - 1899 Record Only 

HB24/04/038 Ballywalter Presbyterian Church 
Main Street 
Ballywalter 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2PJ 

1880 - 1899 Record Only 

HB24/04/087 4 Church Street 
Greyabbey 
Newtownards 
Co. Down 
BT22 2NQ 

1820 - 1839 Record Only 

 

Industrial Heritage 
 

IHR GRIDREF X_TYPE 

02794:000:00 J60637062 Windmill & Stump of another (?) 

02796:000:00 J61657007 Flax Windmill 

02797:000:00 J62706954 Flax Mill & Kiln site 

02799:000:00 J63126911 Harbour & Coastguard Station 

02800:000:00 J62156918 Corn Windmill 

02802:000:00 J59566875 Windmill Stump 

02803:000:00 J60316888 Corn & Flax Steam Mills + Corn Windmill 

on site 

02804:000:00 J60896928 Old Slate Quarry 

02805:000:00 J60566914 Slate Quarries 

02806:000:00 J60536895 Slate Quarries 

02807:000:00 J60196856 Slate Quarries 

02808:000:00 J59586845 Slate Quarry 
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02809:000:00 J59976828 Slate Quarry 

02810:000:00 J59446827 Flax Windmill 

02811:000:00 J59966821 Slate Quarry 

02812:000:00 J61526831 Flax Steam Mill 

02813:000:00 J62496816 Gasometer 

02814:000:00 J63756713 Coastguard Station 

02815:000:00 J58526636 Corn Mill & Kiln + Corn Windmill on site 

02815:003:00 J58666634 Corn Windmill 

02816:000:00 J59346556 Windmill Stump 

02937:000:00 J62696526 Flax Windmill 

02938:000:00 J64196450 Windmill Stump 

02939:000:00(a & b) J64276430 Corn Windmill (a) & Kiln (b) 

02940:000:00 J64386394 Corn Windmill 

02941:000:00 J64606371 Corn Mill & Kiln site 

02942:000:00 J59536309 Kircubbin Harbour, Quay 

02943:000:00 J59656299 Corn Mill - Corn & Flax Mill site 

02944:000:00 J59826294 Flax Mill 

02945:000:00 J60006268 Corn Windmill 

02946:000:00 J64156271 "Windmill Hill" 

02947:000:00 J66296300 Coastguard Station 

02948:000:00 J64746188 Flax Windmill 

02949:000:00 J65756130 Flax Windmill 

02950:000:00 J64356058 Flax Windmill 

02951:000:00 J63006096 Flax Windmill 

02952:000:00 J59556030 Kelp House 

02953:000:00 J60565959 Bridge 

02954:000:00 J66066013 Shipbuilding Yard 
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02955:000:00 J65185939 Flax Windmill 

02956:000:00 J66305949 Portavogie Harbour 

02957:000:00 J65626052 Flax Windmill 

03071:000:00 J60335905 Bridge 

03072:000:00 J60665828 Flax Windmill 

03073:000:00 J65275802 Old Salt Works 

03074:000:00 J65005775 Windmill 

03075:000:00 J64115784 Windmill 

03076:000:00 J63405639 Corn Windmill 

03077:000:00 J60165658 Corn Mill & Windmill site 

03078:000:00 J59005603 Corn & Flax Mill site 

03079:000:00 J59975587 Chimney 

03080:000:00 J61375569 Marl Pit 

03082:000:00 J62275523 Bridge 

03083:000:00 J62025426 2 Marl Pits 

03084:000:00 J63215387 Marl Pit 

03085:000:00 J63285339 Corn Kiln 

03086:000:00 J64665326 Quay & Lightkeepers Houses & Stores 

03087:000:00 J62535334 Flax Windmill 

03088:000:00 J62465286 Marl Pit 

03089:000:00 J61835330 Marl Pit 

03090:000:00 J61575379 Marl Pit 

03091:000:00 J60005311 Windmill Stump 

03092:000:00 J59625320 Corn Mill & Steam Thrashing Mill site 

03093:000:00 J59615303 Corn Windmill 

03094:000:00 J59295328 Corn Windmill & Engine House 

03095:000:00 J63795568 Corn Mill & Kiln site 
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03257:000:00 J64985215 Flax Windmill 

03258:000:00 J64995171 Flax Crusher 

03259:000:00 J64925156 Flax Windmill 

03260:000:00 J64115157 Corn Windmill & Kiln site 

03261:000:00 J59325096 Rope Walk 

03262:000:00 J59185028 Portaferry - Strangford Ferry 

03263:000:00 J59445048 Gasworks 

03264:000:00 J59945055 Corn Windmill 

03266:000:00 J63514910 Coastguard Station 

03267:000:00 J61234808 Slate Quarries 

03268:000:00 J64285249 Windmill 

03269:000:00 J59195085 Coastguard Station 

05719:000:00 J59285072 Portaferry Harbour 

11072:000:00 J59435119 Brewery, Steam Mill & Kiln 

 

Defence Heritage 
 

Object ID Type Townland Condition 

20 Pillbox/Strongpoint Springvale Fair 

29 Airfield Ballyhemlin Poor 

31 Airfield Springvale Fair 

198 Bombing target Ballyurnanellan Fair 

233 Observation post Roddans Destroyed 

285 Dispersal pen Ballyhemlin Fair 

292 Pillbox (possible) Ballyhemlin Unknown 

319 Dispersal pen Ballyhemlin Fair 

320 Dispersal pen Ballyhemlin Fair 

442 MG butts Ballyhemlin Good 

443 Control tower Ballyhemlin Fair 

202 Air Force buildings Kirkistown Unknown 

291 Headquarters Kircubbin Destroyed 

440 Bombing range Gransha Unknown 

213 Observation post Tullyboard Destroyed 

217 Sea Mine (defused) Portaferry Good 
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601 Pillbox 
  

36 Airfield Kirkistown Fair 

436 Dispersal pen Ratallagh Fair 

437 Dispersal pen Ratallagh Destroyed 

438 Dispersal pen Ratallagh Fair 

 

 

Gardens 
 

REF_NO SITE STATUS 
D-004 BALLYWALTER PARK REGISTER 
D-051 GREYABBEY HOUSE REGISTER 
D-054 RUBANE REGISTER 
D-047 PORTAFERRY HOUSE SUPPLEMENTARY 

 

 

Battles 
 

Battle Date Side A Side B Outcome Grid ref Skirmish 

Portaferry 
Market 
House 

10/06/1798 United 
Irishmen 

Capt 
Matthews: 
Yeomanry 

Victory: 
B 

J596508 

 

Skirmish 

Corrog Local 
tradition 

Unknown Unknown Unknown J60555380 Unknown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




