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Shoreline Management Plans 
Set policy for a frontage over 3 Epochs 

Epoch 1         0-20 years 
Epoch 2         20-50 year 

    Epoch 3         50-100 years 
They look at the broad background, based on ICZM principals they look at 
Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΩΣ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ Ǿƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

climate change 

Coastal Defence Strategies 
(Flood and Erosion Risk Management Strategies) 

Set out how to deliver SMP Policy 
 

More Detailed in every respect,   Technical. Environmental, Financial and Social 
 

¢ƘŜ άIƻǿ ǘƻέ ŜȄǇƻǎŜǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǊŘ ǘǊǳǘƘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ άƘƻǿ ƴƻǘ ǘƻέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ aŀƴŀƎŜŘ 

Realignment. 
 

Need for consultation at great length and greater depth than expected from experience 
with earlier SMPs 



The North Solent Shoreline Management Plan (SMP)  
 
The coastline covered by the Plan extends 386km between Selsey Bill, in the east, and 
Hurst Spit, in the west, and includes Southampton Water, and Portsmouth, Langstone and 
Chichester Harbours, and the tidal extent of the main rivers. The North Solent shoreline is 
atypical of much of the UK in that: 
 
ω 80% of shoreline has a European or International nature conservation designation as 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and or Ramsar sites 
 
ω 76% of shoreline is defended with structures and/or beach management 
most defences have European and International nature conservation designated site(s) 
landward and seaward of the line. 
 
ω ƻǾŜǊ 60% of the shoreline is privately owned or maintained 
 
ω ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ {ƻƭŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭΣ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭΣ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
agricultural development 
 
ω ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŀǳŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ 



Pagham to East Head Coastal Defence Strategy 
 

Looks in greater detail at the selected options from the SMP  
 
Strategy was led by the EA but Local Authority involvement from the very beginning 
ensured that consultation was directed and reached the appropriate level. 
 
Contentious issues were quickly identified but took a great deal of effort to resolve 
 
Outlines the best scheme for each frontage based on economic, technical and  
environmental grounds 
 
Pagham to East Head CDS began in 1998, abandoned when 50 year parameters were 
changed to 100 year horizon,  reviewed in 2003 and finally completed 2008 
  
Identified areas where changes to policy guidelines were required i.e. not Hold the Line, 
!ŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ [ƛƴŜ ƻǊ aŀƴŀƎŜŘ wŜŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ōǳǘ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƻŦ ά!ŘŀǇǘƛǾŜ 
aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ 
 
Investigated opportunity for major open coast realignment (Medmerry) 
 
Takes into account the effects of sea level rise 





East Head 
 
wŜƭǳŎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǉǳƻέ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ 
identified as one of the main causes of damage 
 
Well educated, erudite and prosperous parish with access to substantial funds. 
 
Concerns were addressed by forming a working group under an independent 
/ƘŀƛǊΦ !ŘǾƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ŀƴ άŜȄǇŜǊǘ ǇŀƴŜƭέ ƻŦ geomorphologists 
Which  greatly assisted understanding and the group agreed the policy of 
ά!ŘŀǇǘƛǾŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ 
 
'The aim of Adaptive Management will be to preserve the social, economic, 
environmental, navigation and amenity value of East Head to the community for 
the life of the Strategy. The emphasis will not be on trying to lock the feature in 
its present size, shape and location, nor should it be encouraging orientation in a 
pre-determined direction' 
 
After the strategy was complete the group became the East Head Coastal issues  
Advisory Group and is actively involved in decisions about the management of 
east Head 





Proposed January 2005 

Proposed March 2009 


