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L
IMPORTANT NOTICE

This document has been designed as a simple guide to Eur
Environmental Directives. Inevitably some details have be
omitted as the information provided is for general use only a
not intended to be relied upon as specific advice for any
transaction or activity that the reader may undertake.
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Message from the Chairperson

OFMDFM estimate that over twihirds of
administrative and legiative actions in
Northern Ireland originate from, or are
influenced by, decisions taken in Brussels.
While UK relations with the European
Union are the responsibility of the
Westminster Government,
implementation of EU policies in Northern
Ireland usually falls to the regional
administration. In Northern Ireland the
various Departmental Assembly
GCommittees therefore have responsibility
for scrutinising the transpositiorof EU
legislation.

A briefing from our Northern Ireland
Assembly Research andnfdrmation
Service to the All Party Group in January
2012 reaffirmed to Members the
importance of keeping abreast of
European legislation as the EU passes laws
on a wide range of environmental iss

of importance to Northern Irelanth areas
such as:air pollution; water pollution;
treatment of wase; noise; dangerous
substances and nature conservatiorto
name but a few.

As most European dw takes the form of
directives, this Guide is therefore a
welcome addition to helping us
understand and navigate our way through
the European environmental standards
that we are required to meet. | commend
this Guide not only to my APG and
Assembly colleagues but also to anyone

with an interest in the environmdnof
Northern Ireland.

Finally, 1 would like to thank Northern
Ireland  Environment Link for the

compilation of this informative and
extremely useful documentand look

forward to continuedcooperation in the
years ahead.

Danny Kinahan, MLA

Chairperson,

All Party Group on European
Environmental Regulations, Directives and
Decisions

June2014
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All PartyGroup on European
Environmental Regulations, Directives

and Decisions
All Party GroupgAPGs)rovide a forum

by which MLAs and outside organisations
and individuals can meet to discuss shared
interests in a particular cause or subject.
The purpose of theAll Party Groupon

European Environmental Regulations, Directives

and Decision§EU APG) is to provide MLAs
with an overview of implementation of

existing European environmental
legislation as well as implications for
Northern  Ireland of  forthcoming

legislation. The role of EU APG is to
support the work of its membership by
examinngWK X BKSt Q 9!

to the environment rather than

A a & dz8% MHOp apfspanags gvpr

Northern Ireland Environment Link
Northern Ireland Environment Link (NIEL)

is the networking and forum body for nen
statutory organisations concerned with
the environment of Northern Ireland. Its
57 Full Members represent over 90,000
individuals have an annual turnover of
314,000
acres of land. Members are involved in

considerationofa LIS OA FA O wt 2 O 1ISPVIPMeqiaispes oball ypegand at all

work of the APGs therefore toprovide
W RS R dzSMembérg and assist
them in fulfilling theirroles on Assembly
Committees.

Current Members of EU APG are:
ChairpersonMr Danny Kinahan UUP;
ViceChairpersonMs Anna Lp Alliance;
SecretaryMr Patsy McGlone SDLPMr
Stephen Agnew, GreeRarty; Mr Cathal
Boylan, Sinn FéinMr John Dallat, SDLP;
Mr Colum Eastwood, SDLRMr Sam
Gardiner, UUPMr Simon Hamilton, DUP;
Ms Dolores Kelly, SDLPMr Oliver
McMullan, Sinn FéirMr Peter Weir, DUP
andMr Jim Wells, DUP

Secretarial support for the APG is
provided by Northern Ireland
Environment Link.

levels from the local community to the

global environment. NIEL brings together
a wide range ofknowledge, experience

and expertise which can be used to help
develop policy, practice and

implementation across a wide range of
environmental fields.


http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Your-MLAs/All-Party-Groups/All-Party-Group-on-European-Environmental-Regulations-Directives-and-Decisions/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Your-MLAs/All-Party-Groups/All-Party-Group-on-European-Environmental-Regulations-Directives-and-Decisions/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Your-MLAs/All-Party-Groups/All-Party-Group-on-European-Environmental-Regulations-Directives-and-Decisions/
http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/
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Application of EU Law

DIRECTIVES

EU directives lay down certain end results that must be achieved by d&lember Sate.
National authorities have to adapt their laws to meet these goals, but are free to decide
how to do so. Directives may concern one or mitember Statés), or all of them.

Each Directive specifies the date by which the national laws must be adapjedng
national authorities the room for manoeuvre within the deadlines necessary to take account
of differing national situationsDirectives are used to bring different national laws into line
with each other, and are particularly common in matters difeg the operation of the
single market.

REGULATIONS

Regulations are the most direct form of EU laws soon as they are passed, they have
binding legal force throughout eveiMember State on a par with national laws. National
governments do not have ttake action themselves to implement EU regulatiohisey are
different from directives which are addressed to national authorities, who must then take
action to make them part of national law, awcisions which apply in specific cases only,
involvingparticular authorities or individuals.

Regulations are passed either jointly by the EU Council and European Parliament, or by the
Commission alone.

DECISIONS

Decisions are EU laws relating to specific cases. They can come from the EU Council
(sometimegointly with the European Parliament) or the Commission.
They can require authorities and individualsMember Statesither do something or stop
doing something, and can also confer rights on them.
EU decisions are:
9 addressed to specific parties (unlikegulations)
1 fully binding

Back to Top



Ambient Air Quality Directive

Aims

¢CKS AY 2F 5ANBOGAGS Hnnykpnk9/ 2y W YOoASYl
protect human and environmental health from harmful outdoor air pollutants by setting

legally binding limits for concentrations of major pollutants. This is diffefim emissions

restrictions which are covered under separate legislation (se@strial Emission Directive
2010/75/EL).

Objectives

Directive 2008/50/EC is a combination of the previous Air Quality Framework Directive
96/62/EC and three Daughter Direas 1999/30/EC, 2000/69/EC, 2002/3/EC as well as
Commission Decision 97/101/EC. Directive 2008/50/EC therefore consolidates and
implements previous air quality provisions and sets limit values for the most significant
ambient air pollutants; particulate natter, sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, lead, benzene,
carbon monoxide and ozone. In addition, it provides a regulatory framework setting binding
standards for fine particle (PM 2.5) pollution in the EU which is considered dangerous to
human health.

Themain objective of the Directive is to limit concentrations of pollutants in outdoor air in
order to protect human health and the health of ecosystedourth Daughter Directive
2004/107/ECq remains in force and sets Target Values for a number ofufaoits in
ambient air, including heavy metals and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHS).

National Requirements

Member Statesre responsible for:

1 The assessment of ambient air quality
Approving measurement systems
Ensuring the accuracy of the measurements
Analysis of the assessment methods

= =2 A

Coordination on their territory and cooperation with oth&tember Statesand the
Commission

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) coordiassessments
and plans for the whole UK though the devolved nations are responsible for their own
implementation.
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Responsible Agency in Northern Ireland

The Departmentof the Environment (DOE) is the responsible agency in Northern Ireland
and the Directivas transposed in Northern Ireland by the Air Quality Standards Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 2010.

Local Authorities (LAS) are responsible for reviewing the state of air quality in their district
(as set out in the Environment (NI) Order 2002). Wheregjaality is poor, District Councils

are required to declare Air Quality Management Areas, and submit Action Plans.
Formulating Action Plans can require input and cooperation from other government
departments and agencies (for example, the Department fagiéteal Development / Roads
Service, where air pollutant levels have a significant road transport emissions component).
LAs are supported by the UK Air Quality Strategy which indicates standards and objectives
for air pollutants. All of the UK Air Qualityr&egy standards are either equivalent to, or
more stringent than, the objectives set out in EU air quality legislation.

Further hformation/ Links

1 The Ambient Air Quality Directive, alongside other air quality legislation, is under
review, more infornation on the review can betind here

1 Defra air quality polichomepage

1 Northern Ireland DOE air quality policgmepage

Back to Top


http://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/review_air_policy.htm
http://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/air-pollution/uk-eu-policy-context
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/index/.../air_quality_policy.htm

Bathing Water Directive

Aims

The main aims ofDirective 2006/7/EQD2 Y OSNYy Ay 3 GKS Wal yIlF3SYSyi
v dzl f akeiit@ @eserve, protect and improve the quality of the environment alongside
protecting human health. The Directive applies to surface waters which can be used for
bathing, except mammade bathing wate bodies like swimming pools and spa waters or
bodiesseparate from surface or ground water.

Objectives

The information and services provided by the implementation of the Directive are rooted in
scientific knowledge.
¢tKS 5ANBOGAGS@eato YI Ay 202S00A0Sa
1 Provide quality management rather than only sampling and monitoohgaters
1 Provide better and earlier information for citizens regarding the quality of bathing
waters
1 Integrate into all other EU water protection measures through the Water Framework
Directive

National Requirements

Member Statesare required to monitor the bathing wateris their territoriesevery year.
Foursamples argequiredeach season with intervat¥ no longer than a month. Once this

has beercarried outfor the initialfour years,Member Statesnay assess the watemly at

the end of every seasoh.y y dzl f NBLR2 NI a 2F W. FGKAy3 2 (§SNJ
these findings.

TheCommissiorpublishes annual summary reports Wathing Water QualityCbased on the
Member Statereports.

The Directive provides water classification statugesor, Sufficient, Good and Excellent

based on water quality linked to the numerical bacteria quality of the water. The Directive
outlinesW{ dzF ¥ A tBeinSnymilinistatusio be obtaired by allMember Statesy 2015. If

this is not achievedMember Statesmust take management and corrective measurés.

GKSe NB I OKASOSRY YSIFadaNBYSyida Ydzad oS G 1
2 GSNJ vdzl t AGEeQo
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Responsible Agency in Northernléned

TheDepartmentof the Environmen{DOR is responsibldor ensuing coastal wates are of

good enough quality to bathe in. Water Quality Inspectors collect water samples for analysis
by the DOE Marine Division.

The bathing season in Northern Irelarsdfiom June to mikBeptember and water quality is
assessed 20 times during the season with weekly updates displayed for the public, beach
operators and on the website.

As of the latest assessments in 2013 all 23 identified bathing waters in Northerndrela
I OKAS@S (KS 5ANBOl A8P% Bxaellevigng1B% @odNE  a G Yy RI NRA

Further Information/ Links

1 EU Bathing Waters Directiggmmary
1 Environnent Agency (England aMiales) lathing wates homepage
1 Northern Ireland DOE bathing watérsmepage

Back to Top


http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-bathing/summary.html
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/sectors/31943.aspx
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/niea/water/quality/bathingqualityni.htm

Batteries Directive

Aims

The Drective 2006/66/EC2Yy W. I GG SNASa FyR | OOdzydz I G2 NE&
I O OdzY dzfaimgit@ iNpr@ve the environmental performance of batteries and minimise

the impactof waste batteriesand accumulator®n the environment.Treatment of waste

batteries and accumulators raises several environmental concerns, mostly due to the metals
they contain. Mercury, lead and cadmium are by far the most problematic of these
substances.Lead batteries, NiCd batteries and batteries containing mercury are all
classified as hazardous wastéther metals commonly used in batteries, such as zinc,
copper, manganese, lithium and nickel, may also constitute environmental hazards

Objectives

The main objective of the Batteries Directive isriaximise the separate collection of waste
batteries and accumulators and tminimize ther disposal as mixed municipal waste in
order to achieve high levels of recycling.order to achieve these objeets, the Directive
introduces measures to prohibit thplacing on the markebf some batteries containing
hazardous substances, as well as measures for establishing schemes aimed at increasing the
level of collection and recycling of batteries with quaetif collection and recycling targets.

The Directive sets out minimum rules for producer responsibility and provisions with regard

to labelling of batteries and their removability from equipment.

National Requirements

Member Statesnust take whatever measures are needed (including economic instruments)
to promote and maximise separate waste collections and prevent batteries and
accumulators being thrown awags unsorted municipal refuse. A minimurllection rae

of 45% hago be reached by 26 September 2016.

Responsible Agency in Northern Ireland

The Departmentof the Environment (DOE) is responsible for enforcing regulations of the
Batteries Directive within Northern Irelan@the DOE lis the following key requirements of
the Directive:
1 Restrictions on the use of cadmium and mercury in the design and manufacture of
new batteries
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1 Labelling requirements all new batteries to be marked with a crossed out wheeled
bin symbol and the appropriate chemical symbol
f wS3IAAGNLUIMRRAzZSNE G W
1 Collection targefor waste portable batteries of3%6 of average annual sales in the
UK by 2016
1 A ban on the disposal of untreated automotive and industrial batteries in landfill or
by incineration
T ! NBIdZANBYSYy(d F2N WYaNg Ruesd Mhal to2arkkhgd fOrA NR  LJ
the collection and recycling of waste industrial and automotive batteries

Further information/ Links

1 BU Batteries Directiveomepage
1 Environnent AgencyEngland and Wales) Batteriegdgtive guidance
1 Northern IrelandDOE Batteriesiictivehomepage

Back to Top
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/batteries/
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/waste/139264.aspx
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/index/protect_the_environment/waste/batteries.htm

Biofuels Directive

Aims
Under the Directive 2003/30/E@RY GKS Wt NRBY2UGA2Y 2F (GKS ! 3¢

Renewable Fuels fordnsporQthe EU established the goal of reaching a 5.75% share of
renewable energy in the transport sector by 2010.

Objectives

Under the Directive 2009/28/EC on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable
sources, this share rises to a minimum 10% in edeynber Statein 2020. Regardinthe
expand of biofuels use in the EU, the main objectives of the Directive are to géhsuuse

of sustainable biofuels only, which generate a clear and net GHG saving without negative
impact on biodiversity and land use.

National Requirements

Under the Directive 2003/30/EQvViember Statesare required to show that they are
AYONBIaAy3d GKSANI dzaS 2 FearpdliBdy Shaslcantprises iyhypesH & Q
of energy use, with a cap on the amount of aviation fuel.

Member Statesre also required to ensure that a minimum proportion of biofuels and other
renewable fuels is placed on their markets and, to that effect, shall set national indicative
targets.

Member Statesshall ensure that information is given to the lgic on the availability of
biofuels and other renewable fuels. For percentages of biofuels, blended in mineral oil
derivatives, exceeding the limit value of 5% of fatty acid methyl ester (FAME) or of 5% of
bioethanol, a specific labeling at the sales peishall be imposed.

Under the Directive 2009/28/ECy 2020 eactMember Statemust ensure that 10% of total
road transport fuel comes from renewable energy, defined to include biofuels and biogas, as
well as hydrogen and electricity from renewable energy

Responsible Agency in Northern Ireland

The Northern Ireland Eimonment Agency is the leading public body in Northern Ireland
responsible for protecting, conserving and promoting the natural environment and built

11
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heritage in Northern Ireland. This Agsnis responsible for dealing with Bio Fuels in
Northern Ireland.

Further Information/ Links

Directive 2009/28/E©f The European Parliament and of the Council
Renewable Transport Fuels Obligatldkhere
Producing liquid biofuels in Northern Irelandre

= -4 -4 -

Northern Ireland DORVaste and Resourcésre

Back to Top

12


http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:140:0016:0062:EN:PDF
https://www.gov.uk/renewable-transport-fuels-obligation
http://www.afbini.gov.uk/index/publications/featured-publications/gru-publications/gru-publications-1.htm
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/niea/waste-home.htm
http://www.ni-environment.gov.uk/waste-home.htm

Birds Directive

Aims

S5ANBOGADS Thknndpk 99/ 2y vdsSdopid My1a78mdidekect A 2 Yy 2
amended to form Directive 2009/147/E@ theW/ 2 Yy ASNII G A2y 2F 2 Af R . A
piece of nature legislation of the EU and was formedesponse to increasing concern

about the decline in Europe's wild bird populations resulting frd@maging anthropogenic

activities It was also in recaytion that wild birds, many of which are migratory, are a

shared heritage of theMember Statesand that their effective conservation required
international ceoperation. The Directive recognises that habitat loss and degradation are

the most serious threis to the conservation of wild birds. It therefore emphasishe

protection of habitats for endangeredas well as migratoryspecies (listed in Annex 1),
especially through the establishment of a coherent network of Special Protection Areas
(SPAs) comgming all the most suitable territories for these species. Since 1994 all SPAs form

an integral part of the NATURA 2000 ecological network.

Objectives

The main objectives of the Birds Directive are:

1 The maintenance of the populations of all wild bird speacross theinatural range

with the encouragement of various activities to that end

1 The identification and classification 8PAg$or rare or vulnerable species, as well as
for all regularly occurring migratory species, paying particular attention ® th
protection of wetlands of international importance
The establishment of a general scheme of protection for all wild birds
Restrictions on the sale and keeping of wild birds
Specification of the conditions under which hunting and falconry can be undertake
Prohibition of largescale norselective means of bird killing
Encouragement of certain forms of relevant research

= =4 =4 A4 A A

Requirements to ensurthat the introduction of nonnative birds desnot threaten
other biodiversity

National Requirements

TheDirectiveplaces obligations oMember Statedo provide protection for all wild bds,
including migratory birdand their habitats. Ritection includes establishing SFAs certain
bird species that are considered priority for conservation attentn. The Directive

13
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recognises hunting as a legitimate activity and provides a comprehensive systdta for
sustainablemanagementnd practice

SPAsre strictly protected sites classified in accordance with Article 4 ofCtinective In
Northern Ireland SPAs are protected by the Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc) Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 1995There are currently 15 SPA sites designated in Northern Ireland.

Responsible Agency in Northern Ireland

The Natural Heritage Team, thin the Departmentof the Environmen® &nvironmental
Policy Division, is responsible for the preparation of policy and legislation for the protection
of wildlife and important naturbhabitats in Northern Ireland.

Further Information/ Links

1 The European Commission Birds Directivenepage
1 JNCC Birds Directi"@mepage
1 Northern Ireland DOE Habitats and Spectiesiepage

Back to Top
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/birdsdirective/index_en.htm
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-1373
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/index/protect_the_environment/natural_environment/habitats_and_species.htm

Drinking Water Directive

Aims

¢tKS W5ANBOUAODGS dykyok9/ 2y (GKS vdzZtAde 27
(Drinking Water Directive) aims to protect the health of consumers by ensuring drinking

water is wholesome and cleann a longlife basi®s ¢ KS 22NIX R | St dK h
J3dzZARStE Ay Sa F2NJ ¢6FGSNJ yR GKS /2YYA&aairzyQa
scientific basis for the quality standards in the water.

Objectives

The Directive sets standards for the most common substancgsrameters, whicttan be
found in drirking water a total of 48 microbiological, chemical and indicator parameters
must be monitored and texted regularly.
The main objectives are to:
1 Ensure drinking water quality is controlled through standards based on latest
scientific evidence
1 Secure anefficient and effective monitoring, assessment and enforcement of
drinking water quality
1 Provide the consumers with aquate, timely and appropriateformation
1 Contribute to the broader EU water and health policy
The Directive applies to:
1 All distributionsystems serving more than 50 people or supplying more than 10m3
per day
91 Drinking water from tankers
1 Bottled drinking water
1 Water used in the foogbrocessing industryunless competent national authorities
are satisfied the water cannot affect the foodstuf
The Directive does not apply to:
91 Natural mineral waters recognised as such by the competent national authorities
1 Waters which are medicinal products

National Requirements

When translating the Directive into national legislatidfember States
1 May nclude additional requirements, for instance regulating additional substanc
relevant to their territory

15
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1 May for a limited time depart from chemical quality standards specified in Annex |
provided is does not cause potential danger to human health and thatwhter
concerned cannot be maintained by any other means

1 Must provide regular information to consumers

1 Must report on the drinking water quality to the EC every three years, from this the
EC produces a synthesis report which summarises the quality afrthking water
and its improvement at a European level

Responsible Agency in Northern Ireland

The Drinking Water Directives itransposed into Northern Irelantégislation for public

adzLILJX ASa GUKNRAzZZAK GKS W2 | §SNJ {dzlJid & o2 F dSNJ v
{dzLILX & 052YSaiAO 5AaidNROGdziA2Yhe Drinking Svaerd0 wS 3
LYalLlSOaG2Nr i8S o052L0 Y2YyAG2NBE compknceNBriadmthl (i S a
parameter.

The Northern Ireland Environment AgendyIEA is the responsible agency in Northern
Ireland.

Further Information / Links

1 European Commission Drinking Water Directivenepage
1 Drinking Water Inspectorateomepage
1 Northern Ireland DOE regulations for public water supgliesiepage

Back to Top

16


http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-drink/legislation_en.html
http://dwi.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/niea/water-home/drinking_water/public_water/regulations_guidance/regulations.htm

Energy Efficiency Directive

Aims
CKS W5ANBOUADGS HAMHKHTKY! 2y 9y SNHE-dSSighTA OASY
requirements) and 2010/30/E(product information on energy consumption of products)

and repeals Directives 2004/8/EC (heat demand in energy market) and 2006/32/EC (energy
end-use efficiency).

It aims to establish a common framework of measures for promoting energy efficiency
acrosghe EU to ensure the achievement of the 2020 20% target on energy efficiency.

Objectives

The Directive aims to help remove barriers and overcome market failures that impede
energy efficiencyn the supply and use of energy.
Measures include:
1 Legal defirtion and quantification of EU energy efficiency target, with the accession
2F /I NBFGALF GKS GFNEBSG ¢la NBGAASR (G2 Wwmn
Mmnyc aid2S 2F FAYyIlIf SyYySNHeQ FTNRY wmntn ail28§
§ Obligation fotMember StatesosS G 'y WAYRAOF GA GBS yI A2y f§
1 Obligation forMember Statedo achieve certain amount of final energy saving over
the obligation period (Jan 201d Dec 2020) by using energy efficiency schemes or
other policy measures to drive energfficiency improvements
1 Major energy savings for:
- Consumerseasy and free access to data on energy consumption
- Industry: incenives for SMEs to undergo energy audits and disseminate best
practice, large companies to audit their energy consumption to hegmtify
potential for reduced energgonsumption
1 Public sector to lead by examptgenovate 3% buildings owned/occupied by central
governments from Jan 2014, include energy efficiency in public procurement
1 Efficiency in energy generatignmonitor efficency levels of new energy generation
capacities, national assessments for-generation and district heating potential,
measures for its uptake to be developed by Dec 2015

17
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National Requirements
The Directive must be implemented by siémber Statedy 5" June 2014.

All EU28 countries required to use energy more efficiently at all stages of the energy chain
¢ from transformation of energy and its distribution to its final consumption.

All Member Stats have notifiedthe / 2 YYA daA 2y 2 T indic&ti$eAdddrg@Wy | A 2
STFAOASYyOe GFNBSGaQ LlzNERdzZyd G2 ! NIAOES o 27

By 30" April 2014 and every three years aftMember StateY dza § & dzo YA G Wbl GA 2
IFFAOASYOE 1 0GA2Yya tflyaQ o6bo99ltan (2 GKS /2

Responsible Agency in Northereland

The Departmentof Enterprise, Trade & Investme(@ET) is the responsiblelepartmentin
Northern Ireland and hapgroduced a consultation document for the implementation of the
billing and metering aspects of the Directive.

Further Information /Links

1 European Commission Energy EfficieDagctivehomepage
1 UKDECC Energy Efficiency Directive Consultatiomepage
1 Northern Ireland DETI energyficiencynomepage
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http://ec.europa.eu/energy/efficiency/eed/eed_en.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/domestic-market-licence-conditions-to-implement-the-eu-energy-efficiency-directive-provisions-on-consumer-access-to-consumption-and-export-data-from
http://www.detini.gov.uk/deti-energy-index/energy_efficiency.htm

Environmental Impact Assessment Directive s

Aims
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environmental quality through ensuring that projects likely to affect the environment, due

to size, nature and / or location are subject to an EIA before permission is granted for the
project to proceed.

Objectives

The Directive applies to a range of public and private projects which are listed in the
Annexes
The objectives are:
1 To ensure each development or project that is likely to impact upon the
environment is assessed acding to environmental impets
1 To ensure public participation in decistomaking so as to stretigen the quality of
decisions
1 To ensure that environmental issues are addressed in a more rigoroestisc and
transparent manner

National Requirements

The EIA procedure:
91 Developer equests competent authority to show what is to be covered by the EIA
91 Developer must provide information on environmental impact
1 Environmental authorities, the public and other affectdtember Statesmust be
informed and consulted
1 Competent authority decidewith consideration of the consultations
1 Public are informed of the decisions and can challenge it before the courts

In the UK, the Directive has been transposed into domestic legislation by the Town and

Country Planning (EIA) (England and Wales) RegutatThe Planning Authority is the
competent authority in UK.
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Responsible Agency in Northern Ireland
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Also in EIA (Agriculture) Regulations (NI) 2007; EIA (Fish Farming in Marine Waters)
Regulations (NI) 1999; EIA (Forestry) Regulations (NI) 2006; EIA and Natural Habitats
(Extractions of Minerals by Marine Dredg)n(Eng and NI) Regulations 2007; Marinerk§o

(EIA) Regulations 2007. DRD: Harbour Works (EIA) Regulations; DETI: Offshore Energy (EIA)
Regulationsinter alia.

Further information/ Links

1 European Commission BiAmepage
1 UKEIAhomepage
1 The various EIA Regulations in Northern Ireland can be foars

Back to Top
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eia/eia-legalcontext.htm
https://www.gov.uk/environmental-impact-assessments
http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/policy-hub/environmental-legistlation/northern-ireland.php

Environmental Liability Directive

Aims
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that the financial consequences of certain types of harm caused to the environment will be

borne by the eonomic operator who caused this harm. The Environmental Liability
Directive (ELD) provides for the financial responsibility of an operator, it lays down a
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for threats of or actual damage.

Objectives

The Directive creates new responsibilities and liabilities for those operators and operations
where the ELD has strict liability.
Responsibilities:
1 Duty to report environmental damage or suspected damage to the regulat
1 Duty to prevent damage to the environmenPreventative Costs
1 Duty to take action where there is an imminent threat
Liabilities:
1 Land Damage significant harm to human health
1 Water Damage water as defined in Directive 2000/60/EC
1 Damage to protected species and natural habitatsodiversity

National Requirements

The Directive requires thaflember Statesake measures to encourage the development of
appropriate financial security instruments (surety bonds, trusts, letters of credit, corporate
guarantees, insurance policies, and financial tests to show evidence of the ability-to self
insure) for businesses use these as guarantees to cover their liabilities.

Responsible Agency in Northern Ireland

Responsibility for enforcing the Regulations lie with Northern Ireland Environment Agency
(NIEA).
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For the purposes of the Directivethe Departmentof the Evironment (DOE consides
environmental damage to be:

1 Damage which has significant adverse effects on reaching or maintaining favourable
conservation status of species and natural habitats protected ubdzlegislation

1 Damage that significantly adverselgffects the ecological, chemical and/or
guantitative status and/or ecological potential of waters falling within the scope of
the Water FrameworkDirective

1 Land contamination that creates a significant iskhuman health as a result of
direct or indirect introduction in, on or under land of substances, preparations
organisms and microrganisms

Further Information/ Links

1 European Commission environmental lighihomepage
1 JINCC environmental liabilippmepage
1 Northern Ireland DOE environmental liabilitgmepage

Back to Top
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/legal/liability/
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-5411
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/index/protect_the_environment/local_environmental_issues/environmental_liability.htm




























































































































