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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

This document has been designed as a simple guide to European 

Environmental Directives. Inevitably some details have been 

omitted as the information provided is for general use only and is 

not intended to be relied upon as specific advice for any 

transaction or activity that the reader may undertake. 
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Message from the Chairperson  
 

OFMDFM estimate that over two-thirds of 

administrative and legislative actions in 

Northern Ireland originate from, or are 

influenced by, decisions taken in Brussels.  

While UK relations with the European 

Union are the responsibility of the 

Westminster Government, 

implementation of EU policies in Northern 

Ireland usually falls to the regional 

administration. In Northern Ireland the 

various Departmental Assembly 

Committees therefore have responsibility 

for scrutinising the transposition of EU 

legislation.  

A briefing from our Northern Ireland 

Assembly Research and Information 

Service to the All Party Group in January 

2012 reaffirmed to Members the 

importance of keeping abreast of 

European legislation as the EU passes laws 

on a wide range of environmental issues 

of importance to Northern Ireland in areas 

such as: air pollution; water pollution; 

treatment of waste; noise; dangerous 

substances; and nature conservation to 

name but a few.  

As most European law takes the form of 

directives, this Guide is therefore a 

welcome addition to helping us 

understand and navigate our way through 

the European environmental standards 

that we are required to meet. I commend 

this Guide not only to my APG and 

Assembly colleagues but also to anyone 

with an interest in the environment of 

Northern Ireland.   

Finally, I would like to thank Northern 

Ireland Environment Link for the 

compilation of this informative and 

extremely useful document and look 

forward to continued cooperation in the 

years ahead. 

 

 

Danny Kinahan, MLA 

Chairperson, 
All Party Group on European 
Environmental Regulations, Directives and 
Decisions 
 

June 2014  
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All Party Group on European 
Environmental Regulations, Directives 
and Decisions 
All Party Groups (APGs) provide a forum 

by which MLAs and outside organisations 

and individuals can meet to discuss shared 

interests in a particular cause or subject. 

The purpose of the All Party Group on 

European Environmental Regulations, Directives 

and Decisions (EU APG) is to provide MLAs 

with an overview of implementation of 

existing European environmental 

legislation as well as implications for 

Northern Ireland of forthcoming 

legislation. The role of EU APG is to 

support the work of its membership by 

examining ΨƘƛƎƘ-ƭŜǾŜƭΩ 9¦ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

to the environment rather than 

consideration of ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ΨƭƻŎŀƭΩ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

work of the APG is therefore to provide 

ΨŀŘŘŜŘςǾŀƭǳŜΩ ǘƻ members and assist 

them in fulfilling their roles on Assembly 

Committees.   

 
Current Members of EU APG are: 

Chairperson: Mr Danny Kinahan, UUP; 

Vice-Chairperson: Ms Anna Lo, Alliance; 

Secretary: Mr Patsy McGlone, SDLP; Mr 

Stephen Agnew, Green Party; Mr Cathal 

Boylan, Sinn Féin; Mr John Dallat, SDLP; 

Mr Colum Eastwood, SDLP; Mr Sam 

Gardiner, UUP; Mr Simon Hamilton, DUP; 

Ms Dolores Kelly, SDLP; Mr Oliver 

McMullan, Sinn Féin; Mr Peter Weir, DUP; 

and Mr Jim Wells, DUP. 

 
Secretarial support for the APG is 
provided by Northern Ireland 
Environment Link. 

 

 
 

Northern Ireland Environment Link 
Northern Ireland Environment Link (NIEL) 

is the networking and forum body for non-

statutory organisations concerned with 

the environment of Northern Ireland. Its 

57 Full Members represent over 90,000 

individuals have an annual turnover of 

£70 million and manage over 314,000 

acres of land.  Members are involved in 

environmental issues of all types and at all 

levels from the local community to the 

global environment.  NIEL brings together 

a wide range of knowledge, experience 

and expertise which can be used to help 

develop policy, practice and 

implementation across a wide range of 

environmental fields. 

 

 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Your-MLAs/All-Party-Groups/All-Party-Group-on-European-Environmental-Regulations-Directives-and-Decisions/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Your-MLAs/All-Party-Groups/All-Party-Group-on-European-Environmental-Regulations-Directives-and-Decisions/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Your-MLAs/All-Party-Groups/All-Party-Group-on-European-Environmental-Regulations-Directives-and-Decisions/
http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/
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Application of EU Law 

 

DIRECTIVES  

EU directives lay down certain end results that must be achieved by every Member State.   

National authorities have to adapt their laws to meet these goals, but are free to decide 

how to do so. Directives may concern one or more Member State(s), or all of them. 

 

Each Directive specifies the date by which the national laws must be adapted - giving 

national authorities the room for manoeuvre within the deadlines necessary to take account 

of differing national situations. Directives are used to bring different national laws into line 

with each other, and are particularly common in matters affecting the operation of the 

single market. 

 

REGULATIONS 
Regulations are the most direct form of EU law - as soon as they are passed, they have 

binding legal force throughout every Member State, on a par with national laws. National 

governments do not have to take action themselves to implement EU regulations. They are 

different from directives, which are addressed to national authorities, who must then take 

action to make them part of national law, and decisions, which apply in specific cases only, 

involving particular authorities or individuals. 

 

Regulations are passed either jointly by the EU Council and European Parliament, or by the 

Commission alone. 

 

DECISIONS 
Decisions are EU laws relating to specific cases.  They can come from the EU Council 

(sometimes jointly with the European Parliament) or the Commission. 

They can require authorities and individuals in Member States either do something or stop 

doing something, and can also confer rights on them. 

EU decisions are: 

¶ addressed to specific parties (unlike regulations) 

¶ fully binding 

 

 

 

Back to Top  



 

NORTHERN IRELAND ASSEMBLY ALL PARTY GROUP ON EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENTAL DIRECTIVES  

 

5 
 

Ambient Air Quality Directive 

 
 

Aims 
¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ нллуκрлκ9/ ƻƴ Ψ!ƳōƛŜƴǘ !ƛǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ /ƭŜŀƴŜǊ !ƛǊ ŦƻǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩ ƛǎ ǘƻ 

protect human and environmental health from harmful outdoor air pollutants by setting 

legally binding limits for concentrations of major pollutants. This is different from emissions 

restrictions which are covered under separate legislation (see Industrial Emission Directive 

2010/75/EU).  

 

Objectives 
Directive 2008/50/EC is a combination of the previous Air Quality Framework Directive 

96/62/EC and three Daughter Directives 1999/30/EC, 2000/69/EC, 2002/3/EC as well as 

Commission Decision 97/101/EC. Directive 2008/50/EC therefore consolidates and 

implements previous air quality provisions and sets limit values for the most significant 

ambient air pollutants ς particulate matter, sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, lead, benzene, 

carbon monoxide and ozone. In addition, it provides a regulatory framework setting binding 

standards for fine particle (PM 2.5) pollution in the EU which is considered dangerous to 

human health.  

 

The main objective of the Directive is to limit concentrations of pollutants in outdoor air in 

order to protect human health and the health of ecosystems. A fourth Daughter Directive - 

2004/107/EC ς remains in force and sets Target Values for a number of pollutants in 

ambient air, including heavy metals and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). 

 

National Requirements 
Member States are responsible for:  

¶ The assessment of ambient air quality  

¶ Approving measurement systems  

¶ Ensuring the accuracy of the measurements  

¶ Analysis of the assessment methods  

¶ Coordination on their territory and cooperation with other Member States and the 

Commission 

 

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) coordinates assessments 

and plans for the whole UK though the devolved nations are responsible for their own 

implementation. 
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Responsible Agency in Northern Ireland 
The Department of the Environment (DOE) is the responsible agency in Northern Ireland 

and the Directive is transposed in Northern Ireland by the Air Quality Standards Regulations 

(Northern Ireland) 2010. 

 

Local Authorities (LAs) are responsible for reviewing the state of air quality in their district 

(as set out in the Environment (NI) Order 2002). Where air quality is poor, District Councils 

are required to declare Air Quality Management Areas, and submit Action Plans. 

Formulating Action Plans can require input and cooperation from other government 

departments and agencies (for example, the Department for Regional Development / Roads 

Service, where air pollutant levels have a significant road transport emissions component). 

LAs are supported by the UK Air Quality Strategy which indicates standards and objectives 

for air pollutants. All of the UK Air Quality Strategy standards are either equivalent to, or 

more stringent than, the objectives set out in EU air quality legislation.  

 

Further Information/ Links  
¶ The Ambient Air Quality Directive, alongside other air quality legislation, is under 

review, more information on the review can be found here 

¶ Defra air quality policy homepage 

¶ Northern Ireland DOE air quality policy homepage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back to Top 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/review_air_policy.htm
http://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/air-pollution/uk-eu-policy-context
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/index/.../air_quality_policy.htm
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Bathing Water Directive 

 

Aims 
The main aims of Directive 2006/7/EC ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨaŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ .ŀǘƘƛƴƎ ²ŀǘŜǊ 

vǳŀƭƛǘȅΩ are to preserve, protect and improve the quality of the environment alongside 

protecting human health. The Directive applies to surface waters which can be used for 

bathing, except man-made bathing water bodies like swimming pools and spa waters or 

bodies separate from surface or ground water. 

 

Objectives 
The information and services provided by the implementation of the Directive are rooted in 

scientific knowledge. 

¢ƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ are to:  

¶ Provide quality management rather than only sampling and monitoring of waters 

¶ Provide better and earlier information for citizens regarding the quality of bathing 

waters 

¶ Integrate into all other EU water protection measures through the Water Framework 

Directive 

 

National Requirements 
Member States are required to monitor the bathing waters in their territories every year. 

Four samples are required each season with intervals of no longer than a month. Once this 

has been carried out for the initial four years, Member States may assess the waters only at 

the end of every season. !ƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ Ψ.ŀǘƘƛƴƎ ²ŀǘŜǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅΩ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 

these findings. 

 

The Commission publishes annual summary reports of Ψ.athing Water QualityΩ based on the 

Member State reports. 

 

The Directive provides water classification statuses (Poor, Sufficient, Good and Excellent) 

based on water quality linked to the numerical bacteria quality of the water. The Directive 

outlines Ψ{ǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘΩ ŀǎ the minimum status to be obtained by all Member States by 2015. If 

this is not achieved, Member States must take management and corrective measures. If 

ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘΣ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ κ ƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ Ψ.ŀǘƘƛƴƎ 

²ŀǘŜǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅΩΦ 
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Responsible Agency in Northern Ireland 
The Department of the Environment (DOE) is responsible for ensuring coastal waters are of 

good enough quality to bathe in. Water Quality Inspectors collect water samples for analysis 

by the DOE Marine Division. 

The bathing season in Northern Ireland is from June to mid-September and water quality is 

assessed 20 times during the season with weekly updates displayed for the public, beach 

operators and on the website. 

 

As of the latest assessments in 2013 all 23 identified bathing waters in Northern Ireland 

ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜΩǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ (87% Excellent, and 13% Good). 

 

Further Information/ Links  
¶ EU Bathing Waters Directive summary 

¶ Environment Agency (England and Wales) bathing waters homepage  

¶ Northern Ireland DOE bathing waters homepage  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back to Top 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-bathing/summary.html
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/sectors/31943.aspx
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/niea/water/quality/bathingqualityni.htm
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Batteries Directive 

 
 

Aims 
The Directive 2006/66/EC ƻƴ Ψ.ŀǘǘŜǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ !ŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǎǘŜ .ŀǘǘŜǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

!ŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƻǊǎΩ aims to improve the environmental performance of batteries and minimise 

the impact of waste batteries and accumulators on the environment. Treatment of waste 

batteries and accumulators raises several environmental concerns, mostly due to the metals 

they contain.  Mercury, lead and cadmium are by far the most problematic of these 

substances. Lead batteries, Ni-Cd batteries and batteries containing mercury are all 

classified as hazardous waste.  Other metals commonly used in batteries, such as zinc, 

copper, manganese, lithium and nickel, may also constitute environmental hazards. 

 

Objectives 
The main objective of the Batteries Directive is to maximise the separate collection of waste 

batteries and accumulators and to minimize their disposal as mixed municipal waste in 

order to achieve high levels of recycling. In order to achieve these objectives, the Directive 

introduces measures to prohibit the placing on the market of some batteries containing 

hazardous substances, as well as measures for establishing schemes aimed at increasing the 

level of collection and recycling of batteries with quantified collection and recycling targets. 

The Directive sets out minimum rules for producer responsibility and provisions with regard 

to labelling of batteries and their removability from equipment.  

 

National Requirements 
Member States must take whatever measures are needed (including economic instruments) 

to promote and maximise separate waste collections and prevent batteries and 

accumulators being thrown away as unsorted municipal refuse. A minimum collection rate 

of 45% has to be reached by 26 September 2016. 

 

Responsible Agency in Northern Ireland 
The Department of the Environment (DOE) is responsible for enforcing regulations of the 

Batteries Directive within Northern Ireland. The DOE lists the following key requirements of 

the Directive: 

¶ Restrictions on the use of cadmium and mercury in the design and manufacture of 

new batteries 
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¶ Labelling requirements ς all new batteries to be marked with a crossed out wheeled 

bin symbol and the appropriate chemical symbol 

¶ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ΨǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎΩ 

¶ Collection target for waste portable batteries of 45% of average annual sales in the 

UK by 2016 

¶ A ban on the disposal of untreated automotive and industrial batteries in landfill or 

by incineration 

¶ ! ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ΨǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎΩ ƻǊ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ acting on their behalf to arrange for 

the collection and recycling of waste industrial and automotive batteries 

 

Further information/ Links  
¶ EU Batteries Directive homepage 

¶ Environment Agency (England and Wales) Batteries Directive guidance 

¶ Northern Ireland DOE Batteries Directive homepage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back to Top 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/batteries/
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/waste/139264.aspx
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/index/protect_the_environment/waste/batteries.htm
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Biofuels Directive 

 
 

Aims 
Under the Directive 2003/30/EC ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨtǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ .ƛƻŦǳŜƭǎ ƻǊ hǘƘŜǊ 

Renewable Fuels for TransportΩ, the EU established the goal of reaching a 5.75% share of 

renewable energy in the transport sector by 2010.  

 

Objectives 
Under the Directive 2009/28/EC on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable 

sources, this share rises to a minimum 10% in every Member State in 2020. Regarding the 

expand of biofuels use in the EU, the main objectives of the Directive are to ensure the use 

of sustainable biofuels only, which generate a clear and net GHG saving without negative 

impact on biodiversity and land use. 

 

National Requirements 
Under the Directive 2003/30/EC, Member States are required to show that they are 

ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ΨǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΩ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǘǿƻ-year period.  This comprises all types 

of energy use, with a cap on the amount of aviation fuel.   

 

Member States are also required to ensure that a minimum proportion of biofuels and other 

renewable fuels is placed on their markets and, to that effect, shall set national indicative 

targets. 

 

Member States shall ensure that information is given to the public on the availability of 

biofuels and other renewable fuels. For percentages of biofuels, blended in mineral oil 

derivatives, exceeding the limit value of 5% of fatty acid methyl ester (FAME) or of 5% of 

bioethanol, a specific labeling at the sales points shall be imposed. 

 

Under the Directive 2009/28/EC, by 2020 each Member State must ensure that 10% of total 

road transport fuel comes from renewable energy, defined to include biofuels and biogas, as 

well as hydrogen and electricity from renewable energy. 

 

Responsible Agency in Northern Ireland 
The Northern Ireland Environment Agency is the leading public body in Northern Ireland 

responsible for protecting, conserving and promoting the natural environment and built 
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heritage in Northern Ireland.  This Agency is responsible for dealing with Bio Fuels in 

Northern Ireland. 

 

Further Information/ Links 
¶ Directive 2009/28/EC of The European Parliament and of the Council 

¶ Renewable Transport Fuels Obligation UK here 

¶ Producing liquid biofuels in Northern Ireland here 

¶ Northern Ireland DOE Waste and Resources here 

  
 

 

 

 

Back to Top 

  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:140:0016:0062:EN:PDF
https://www.gov.uk/renewable-transport-fuels-obligation
http://www.afbini.gov.uk/index/publications/featured-publications/gru-publications/gru-publications-1.htm
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/niea/waste-home.htm
http://www.ni-environment.gov.uk/waste-home.htm
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Birds Directive 

 
 

Aims 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ тфκплфκ99/ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ƛƭŘ .ƛǊŘǎΩ was adopted in 1979 and later 

amended to form Directive 2009/147/EC on the Ψ/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ƛƭŘ .ƛǊŘǎΩΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ 

piece of nature legislation of the EU and was formed in response to increasing concern 

about the decline in Europe's wild bird populations resulting from damaging anthropogenic 

activities. It was also in recognition that wild birds, many of which are migratory, are a 

shared heritage of the Member States and that their effective conservation required 

international co-operation. The Directive recognises that habitat loss and degradation are 

the most serious threats to the conservation of wild birds. It therefore emphasises the 

protection of habitats for endangered, as well as migratory, species (listed in Annex I), 

especially through the establishment of a coherent network of Special Protection Areas 

(SPAs) comprising all the most suitable territories for these species. Since 1994 all SPAs form 

an integral part of the NATURA 2000 ecological network. 

 

Objectives 
The main objectives of the Birds Directive are: 

¶ The maintenance of the populations of all wild bird species across their natural range 

with the encouragement of various activities to that end 

¶ The identification and classification of SPAs for rare or vulnerable species, as well as 

for all regularly occurring migratory species, paying particular attention to the 

protection of wetlands of international importance 

¶ The establishment of a general scheme of protection for all wild birds 

¶ Restrictions on the sale and keeping of wild birds 

¶ Specification of the conditions under which hunting and falconry can be undertaken 

¶ Prohibition of large-scale non-selective means of bird killing 

¶ Encouragement of certain forms of relevant research 

¶ Requirements to ensure that the introduction of non-native birds does not threaten 

other biodiversity 

 

National Requirements 
The Directive places obligations on Member States to provide protection for all wild birds, 

including migratory birds and their habitats. Protection includes establishing SPAs for certain 

bird species that are considered a priority for conservation attention. The Directive 
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recognises hunting as a legitimate activity and provides a comprehensive system for its 

sustainable management and practice.  

 

SPAs are strictly protected sites classified in accordance with Article 4 of the Directive. In 

Northern Ireland SPAs are protected by the Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc) Regulations 

(Northern Ireland) 1995. There are currently 15 SPA sites designated in Northern Ireland. 

 

Responsible Agency in Northern Ireland 
The Natural Heritage Team, within the Department of the EnvironmentΩǎ Environmental 

Policy Division, is responsible for the preparation of policy and legislation for the protection 

of wildlife and important natural habitats in Northern Ireland. 

Further Information/ Links  

¶ The European Commission Birds Directive homepage 

¶ JNCC Birds Directive homepage 

¶ Northern Ireland DOE Habitats and Species homepage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Back to Top  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/birdsdirective/index_en.htm
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-1373
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/index/protect_the_environment/natural_environment/habitats_and_species.htm
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Drinking Water Directive 

  

Aims 
¢ƘŜ Ψ5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ фуκуоκ9/ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ²ŀǘŜǊ LƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴ /ƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴΩ 

(Drinking Water Directive) aims to protect the health of consumers by ensuring drinking 

water is wholesome and clean on a long-life basisΦ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜŀƭǘƘ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ 

scientific basis for the quality standards in the water. 

 

Objectives 
The Directive sets standards for the most common substances, or parameters, which can be 

found in drinking water, a total of 48 microbiological, chemical and indicator parameters 

must be monitored and texted regularly. 

The main objectives are to: 

¶ Ensure drinking water quality is controlled through standards based on latest 

scientific evidence 

¶ Secure an efficient and effective monitoring, assessment and enforcement of 

drinking water quality 

¶ Provide the consumers with adequate, timely and appropriate information 

¶ Contribute to the broader EU water and health policy 

The Directive applies to: 

¶ All distribution systems serving more than 50 people or supplying more than 10m3 

per day 

¶ Drinking water from tankers 

¶ Bottled drinking water 

¶ Water used in the food-processing industry, unless competent national authorities 

are satisfied the water cannot affect the foodstuff 

The Directive does not apply to: 

¶ Natural mineral waters recognised as such by the competent national authorities 

¶ Waters which are medicinal products 

 

National Requirements 
When translating the Directive into national legislation, Member States: 

¶ May include additional requirements, for instance regulating additional substances 

relevant to their territory 
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¶ May for a limited time depart from chemical quality standards specified in Annex I 

provided is does not cause potential danger to human health and that the water 

concerned cannot be maintained by any other means 

¶ Must provide regular information to consumers 

¶ Must report on the drinking water quality to the EC every three years, from this the 

EC produces a synthesis report which summarises the quality of the drinking water 

and its improvement at a European level 

 

Responsible Agency in Northern Ireland 
The Drinking Water Directive is transposed into Northern Ireland legislation for public 

ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ŀǘŜǊ {ǳǇǇƭȅ ό²ŀǘŜǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅύ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ όbLύ нллтΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ŀǘŜǊ 

{ǳǇǇƭȅ ό5ƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎύ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ όbLύ нлмлΩ. The Drinking Water 

LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜ ό5²Lύ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜǎ bLΩǎ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ compliance for each 

parameter. 

The Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) is the responsible agency in Northern 

Ireland. 

Further Information / Links 
¶ European Commission Drinking Water Directive homepage 

¶ Drinking Water Inspectorate homepage 

¶ Northern Ireland DOE regulations for public water supplies homepage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Back to Top 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-drink/legislation_en.html
http://dwi.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/niea/water-home/drinking_water/public_water/regulations_guidance/regulations.htm
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Energy Efficiency Directive 

  

Aims 
¢ƘŜ Ψ5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ нлмнκнтκ9¦ ƻƴ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ 9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΩ ŀƳŜƴŘǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ нллфκмнрκ9/ όŜŎƻ-design 

requirements) and 2010/30/EU (product information on energy consumption of products) 

and repeals Directives 2004/8/EC (heat demand in energy market) and 2006/32/EC (energy 

end-use efficiency). 

 

It aims to establish a common framework of measures for promoting energy efficiency 

across the EU to ensure the achievement of the 2020 20% target on energy efficiency. 

 

Objectives 
The Directive aims to help remove barriers and overcome market failures that impede 

energy efficiency in the supply and use of energy. 

Measures include: 

¶ Legal definition and quantification of EU energy efficiency target, with the accession 

ƻŦ /Ǌƻŀǘƛŀ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ψмпуо aǘƻŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƻǊ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 

млус aǘƻŜ ƻŦ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΩ ŦǊƻƳ мптп aǘƻŜ ŀƴŘ млту aǘƻŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ 

¶ Obligation for Member States to sŜǘ ŀƴ ΨƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ǘŀǊƎŜǘΩ 

¶ Obligation for Member States to achieve certain amount of final energy saving over 

the obligation period (Jan 2014 ς Dec 2020) by using energy efficiency schemes or 

other policy measures to drive energy efficiency improvements 

¶ Major energy savings for: 

- Consumers: easy and free access to data on energy consumption 

- Industry: incentives for SMEs to undergo energy audits and disseminate best 

practice, large companies to audit their energy consumption to help identify 

potential for reduced energy consumption 

¶ Public sector to lead by example ς renovate 3% buildings owned/occupied by central 

governments from Jan 2014, include energy efficiency in public procurement 

¶ Efficiency in energy generation ς monitor efficiency levels of new energy generation 

capacities, national assessments for co-generation and district heating potential, 

measures for its uptake to be developed by Dec 2015 
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National Requirements 
The Directive must be implemented by all Member States by 5th June 2014.  

 

All EU-28 countries required to use energy more efficiently at all stages of the energy chain 

ς from transformation of energy and its distribution to its final consumption. 

 

All Member States have notified the /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ψƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ indicative energy 

ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎΩ ǇǳǊǎǳŀƴǘ ǘƻ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ о ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ 

 

By 30th April 2014 and every three years after, Member State Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǳōƳƛǘ Ψbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ 

9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴǎ tƭŀƴǎΩ όb99!tǎύ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ. 

 

Responsible Agency in Northern Ireland 
The Department of Enterprise, Trade & Investment (DETI) is the responsible department in 

Northern Ireland and has produced a consultation document for the implementation of the 

billing and metering aspects of the Directive. 

Further Information / Links 
¶ European Commission Energy Efficiency Directive homepage 

¶ UK DECC Energy Efficiency Directive Consultation homepage 

¶ Northern Ireland DETI energy efficiency homepage  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back to Top 

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/efficiency/eed/eed_en.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/domestic-market-licence-conditions-to-implement-the-eu-energy-efficiency-directive-provisions-on-consumer-access-to-consumption-and-export-data-from
http://www.detini.gov.uk/deti-energy-index/energy_efficiency.htm
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Environmental Impact Assessment Directive 

  

Aims 
¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ нлммκфнκ9¦ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ /ŜǊǘŀƛƴ tǳōƭƛŎ 

ŀƴŘ tǊƛǾŀǘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩ (EIA Directive) is to protect the environment and 

environmental quality through ensuring that projects likely to affect the environment, due 

to size, nature and / or location are subject to an EIA before permission is granted for the 

project to proceed.  

 

Objectives 
The Directive applies to a range of public and private projects which are listed in the 

Annexes. 

The objectives are:  

¶ To ensure each development or project that is likely to impact upon the 

environment is assessed according to environmental impacts 

¶ To ensure public participation in decision-making so as to strengthen the quality of 

decisions 

¶ To ensure that environmental issues are addressed in a more rigorous, scientific and 

transparent manner 

 

National Requirements 
The EIA procedure: 

¶ Developer requests competent authority to show what is to be covered by the EIA 

¶ Developer must provide information on environmental impact 

¶ Environmental authorities, the public and other affected Member States must be 

informed and consulted 

¶ Competent authority decides with consideration of the consultations 

¶ Public are informed of the decisions and can challenge it before the courts 

 

In the UK, the Directive has been transposed into domestic legislation by the Town and 

Country Planning (EIA) (England and Wales) Regulations. The Planning Authority is the 

competent authority in UK. 
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Responsible Agency in Northern Ireland 
¢ƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨtƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 

ό9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ LƳǇŀŎǘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘύ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ όbƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘύ нлмнΩΦ 

 

Also in EIA (Agriculture) Regulations (NI) 2007; EIA (Fish Farming in Marine Waters) 

Regulations (NI) 1999; EIA (Forestry) Regulations (NI) 2006; EIA and Natural Habitats 

(Extractions of Minerals by Marine Dredging) (Eng and NI) Regulations 2007; Marine Works 

(EIA) Regulations 2007. DRD: Harbour Works (EIA) Regulations; DETI: Offshore Energy (EIA) 

Regulations, inter alia. 

 

Further information/ Links  
¶ European Commission EIA homepage  

¶ UK EIA homepage 

¶ The various EIA Regulations in Northern Ireland can be found here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back to Top 

  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eia/eia-legalcontext.htm
https://www.gov.uk/environmental-impact-assessments
http://www.nienvironmentlink.org/policy-hub/environmental-legistlation/northern-ireland.php
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Environmental Liability Directive 

 
 

Aims 
The Directive 2004/35/EC ƻƴ Ψ9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ [ƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ wŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

wŜƳŜŘȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 5ŀƳŀƎŜΩ ό9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ [ƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜύ aims at ensuring 

that the financial consequences of certain types of harm caused to the environment will be 

borne by the economic operator who caused this harm. The Environmental Liability 

Directive (ELD) provides for the financial responsibility of an operator, it lays down a 

ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ άǇƻƭƭǳǘŜǊ-Ǉŀȅǎέ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜΣ making operators financially liable 

for threats of or actual damage. 

 

Objectives 
The Directive creates new responsibilities and liabilities for those operators and operations 

where the ELD has strict liability.  

Responsibilities:  

¶ Duty to report environmental damage or suspected damage to the regulator  

¶ Duty to prevent damage to the environment - Preventative Costs  

¶ Duty to take action where there is an imminent threat  

Liabilities:  

¶ Land Damage ς significant harm to human health  

¶ Water Damage ς water as defined in Directive 2000/60/EC  

¶ Damage to protected species and natural habitats ς biodiversity  

 

National Requirements 
The Directive requires that Member States take measures to encourage the development of 

appropriate financial security instruments (surety bonds, trusts, letters of credit, corporate 

guarantees, insurance policies, and financial tests to show evidence of the ability to self-

insure) for businesses to use these as guarantees to cover their liabilities. 

 

Responsible Agency in Northern Ireland 
Responsibility for enforcing the Regulations lie with Northern Ireland Environment Agency 

(NIEA).  
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For the purposes of the Directive, the Department of the Environment (DOE) considers 

environmental damage to be: 

¶ Damage which has significant adverse effects on reaching or maintaining favourable 

conservation status of species and natural habitats protected under EC legislation 

¶ Damage that significantly adversely affects the ecological, chemical and/or 

quantitative status and/or ecological potential of waters falling within the scope of 

the Water Framework Directive 

¶ Land contamination that creates a significant risk to human health as a result of 

direct or indirect introduction in, on or under land of substances, preparations, 

organisms and micro-organisms 

 

Further Information/ Links 
¶ European Commission environmental liability homepage 

¶ JNCC environmental liability homepage  

¶ Northern Ireland DOE environmental liability homepage  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back to Top 

  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/legal/liability/
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-5411
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/index/protect_the_environment/local_environmental_issues/environmental_liability.htm



















































































