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NI Climate Change Act? 
The Climate Change Committee has presented its report to the 
Minister and Assembly's Environment Committee on 30 November. 
The Committee recommends that Northern Ireland should develop 

an Act as it ...

Full articles can be viewed online at www.nienvironmentlink.org

BCT Focus Groups 9th Dec
Focus groups will be held on Friday 9th December as part of the 
Building Change ...

New Programme for Government
The draft Programme for Government 2011-2015 was published 
for consultation on 17th November. It is ...

NICVA Energy Conference
NICVA hosted the first of four policy meetings on Sustainable and 
Environmental policy to focus ...
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Member Profile (Dec 11)
TIDY Northern Ireland is an environmental charity dedicated to making Northern 
Ireland a cleaner and more pleasant place in which to live. TIDY NI is a constantly 
evolving organisation looking ...

DOE Water Community Awards
Water Action for Targeted Engagement and Results: These awards are open to the 
nine River Basin Catchment Stakeholder Group areas in Northern Ireland. There are 
nine awards in total, one ...

NIEL meet DRD Minister
Representatives of IPH, WWF, NT and NIEL discussed transport, regional planning 
and water issues and introduced the Minister to the ecosystem services report. 
Proposals in the Programme for Government were ...

Green Teacher of the Year
A primary school teacher from Ballyclare has been named Belfast Harbour Green 
Teacher of the Year 2011 at an exciting Challenge Day at W5 attended by The Mayor 
of Belfast, ...

Built Heritage Competition
In 2011 alone, 11 significant listed buildings have been seriously damaged by fire. The 
loss of these buildings results in huge costs to our economy, local communities and to 
wider ...
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Assembly News (Dec 11)
Assembly News for Dec 2011. 

Moratorium on fracking in NI
The Assembly has voted for a moratorium on fracking, a method of extracting natural 
gas from shale, pending an environmental assessment. The Green Party/Alliance 
motion stated "the process of fracking can ...

New briefing notes available
New briefing notes on Peat as Fuel, Heritage, and Climate Change and Historic 
Environment are now available to view.

DETI Renewables Consultation
DETI is currently developing an Onshore Renewable Electricity Action Plan (OREAP) 
for Northern Ireland. Public Consultation on this plan is now open. Responses must be 
submitted by 20 January. ...

Tree Preservation guidance 
The DOE have published advice on Tree Preservation Orders, for those with an 
interest in protecting trees of amenity value. It explains the requirement to protect trees 
that make an ...
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Appeal to Save Barn Owl
A Northern Ireland charity is hoping to raise £10,000 to save the native barn owl as 
numbers dwindle to a dangerously low level. There are now as few as 20 ...

Action Renewables Awards
The Action Renewables Association Awards in association with Tughans and 
Travelwise NI are now officially launched. Now in their fourth year, the awards 
recognise excellence and reward innovation by local companies ...

BITC Award nominations open 
Business in the Community's 2012 Awards for Excellence is now open. BITC are 
hosting workshops for businesses who are interested in submitting a nomination. 
Business in the Community's Awards for ...

RDC 'Think Rural' call 
The Rural Development Council has welcomed the Programme for Government, which 
has been presented to the Assembly. Tony McCusker RDC Chair said: "RDC 
welcomes the eagerly awaited draft Programme ...

DARD Minister meets RCN
DARD Minister Michelle O'Neill met with the Rural Community Network to discuss a 
range of issues impacting on the most vulnerable in the rural community. She said she 
was "committed ...
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Wind Turbine Diploma
B9 Energy and Belfast Metropolitan College have joined forces to deliver the City & 
Guilds Level 3 Diploma in Wind Turbine Operations and Maintenance. The Diploma is 
targeted at up-skilling ...

RCN upcoming publication 
Rural Community Network (RCN) is nearing the completion of a Strategic Framework 
for Community Development for Northern Ireland. RCN has been working closely with 
a steering group comprising of representatives ...

BTCV Job opportunity 
Job Opportunity with Conservation Volunteers NI (BTCV) for a Natural Communities 
Programme Trainee. The Green Gym Project Officer will be based within the 
Portglenone Enterprise Group and will focus on ...

Action Renewables contract
Action Renewables have secured a contract in Azerbaijan to assist the country in 
reducing its dependency on oil. The deal follows a trade mission to Vienna in Austria 
for local ...

Sustainable NI interview
Patricia Mackey from Sustainable Northern Ireland has been interviewed by Irish 
Environment. You can view the interview by going to the Irish Environment website 
and by clicking here .
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Chef backs NIMTF campaign 
Bob McCoubrey, owner of the Mourne Sea Food Restaurant, is backing a campaign 
by the Northern Ireland Marine Task Force calling on the Government to deliver laws 
to safeguard fish ...

Landmark demolition approved
Belfast City Council have approved the demolition of the Victorian 'Athletic Stores' 
building in Queen Street, to be replaced by an apartment complex. Environment 
Minister Alex Attwood had previously ...

Green jobs potential 
A local construction company has been selected as the main contractor to build a wind 
turbine assembly terminal at Belfast Harbour for DONG Energy. The terminal is 
expected to employ ...

Air quality improvements 
The Environment Minister, Alex Attwood, has announced continued improvements in 
Northern Irelands air quality during 2010. Commenting on the findings Alex Attwood 
said: I welcome the fact that overall, air ...

NI Water win green award 
NI Water's Rural Wastewater Investment Programme has been recognised by a 
national awards scheme for environmental best practice in its work with small 
communities. The initiative won a Green Champion ...
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NI faces huge EU fines 
The Ulster Wildlife Trust have made a complaint to the European Commission about 
the failure to protect and restore horse mussel habitats in Strangford Lough. Ulster 
Wildlife Trust claim that ...

Minister on bike trails
The Forestry Minister Michelle O'Neill has met with representatives of Trailbadger.com 
to discuss the further development of cycle trails within the public forest estate. 
Following the meeting, Minister O'Neill said: ...

Role of wind power in RoI
Wind power can meet an increasing proportion of the State's energy needs even as 
worldwide demand for energy rises, Maria van der Hoeven of the International Energy 
Agency said ...

Extractive industries in RoI
The Environmental Protection Agency in Ireland has launched a new extractive 
industries website. Extractive Industries are facilities engaged in surface or 
underground extraction of mineral resources for commercial purposes for ...

Ireland pledges E10m for CC
Ireland will pay a further 10m euros towards fighting climate change in the developing 
world. Minister for the environment, Phil Hogan, has proposed adding the funding to 
this year's ...
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Renewables applications fall
The construction of new renewable energy generation capacity has fallen dramatically, 
as the big six energy suppliers pursue a "dash for gas" policy that could put the UK's ...

Green Investment concerns
The government's Green Investment Bank (GIB) has had its actions so limited that it 
will not be able to support the Green New Deal to refurbish millions of homes to ...

Prescott - "suspend Kyoto"
Former Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott has claimed that the Kyoto protocol 
should be suspended in order to safeguard its future. Lord Prescott said "By stopping 
the clock, the Kyoto ...

UK exceeds emissions targets
The UK is set to substantially over-achieve on its carbon-cutting targets, with potential 
economic benefits in cost savings and the growth of new industries, according to a 
government report. ...

Electric Car Charging in RoI
The ESB power provider in the Republic of Ireland has so far installed only 143 
charging points at public locations, including just 19 fast-charge stations to 'power up' 
the vehicles ...



Complete articles can be viewed online at www.nienvironmentlink.org

Farmland bird population
Farmland birds in Britain have declined to their lowest numbers ever recorded, despite 
efforts in some parts of the country to protect them from damaging changes to their 
habitats. ...

DEFRA tree planting campaign
The Government is on target to plant one million new trees across England in four 
years. The Big Tree Plant is helping urban communities across England plant trees in 
areas that ...

Farmland bird population
Farmland birds in Britain have declined to their lowest numbers ever recorded, despite 
efforts in some parts of the country to protect them from damaging changes to their 
habitats. ...

RSPB concern at review
Wildlife charities say news of a review of EU rules protecting habitats is "very 
alarming" and could water down vital protections for wildlife. George Osborne told MPs 
he wanted ...

Pluvial urban flooding 
A new report from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation assesses how many people in 
urban areas are at risk from pluvial flooding (surface water flooding resulting from 
intense rainfall). It projects ...
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Recession did not lower CO2
Latest figures on CO2 emissions show that the global financial crisis of 2008-2009 has 
had virtually no impact on the long-term increase in greenhouse gases released from 
the burning ...

No slow-down in warming 
New analysis from the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research confirms that 
global warming actually shows no sign of slowing down. Focusing on 1979-2010, the 
research compared the five ...

Low carbon aviation fuel 
The world's 7,000 airlines could switch to low-carbon jet fuels much faster than other 
transport because aeroplanes have very few "filling stations", says Richard Branson. 
There are only about 1,700 ...

Soil degredation in Europe
The European Environmental Bureau, a federation of over 140 environmental 
organisations from across Europe, has warned that soil deterioration and pollution is 
costing the EU ?38 billion a year in ...

Wind could meet EU targets
New research suggests that renewable power from wind could meet 31% of the 
European Union's total target for emissions cuts by 2020.. The research, published by 
the European Wind Energy ...
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Sustainable Palm Oil
WWF have launched a Palm Oil Buyer's Scorecard at the Roundtable on Sustainable 
Palm Oil (RSPO). The Scorecard sets out to measure trends in palm oil consumption 
and what major ...

IKEA waste disposal
IKEA has eliminated waste disposal costs across all its UK and Ireland stores and now 
recycles 85% of its waste. In doing so, the company has become cost-positive. The 
company ...

Environment Tools database
Environment Tools Directory lists over 500 green environmental accounting software 
tools, and techniques for measuring and monitoring. The Directory is the largest 
independent database of environmental software tools anywhere on ...

Energy used in showering
New research by Unilever suggests that using power showers uses almost as much 
energy and water as running a bath. The Sustainable Showering study found that the 
average shower time in the ...

Shale gas and CC targets
It is likely that the UK will miss targets for greenhouse gas reduction if plans for 
widespread drilling for shale gas are approved. Exploiting even one-fifth of the shale ...
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London CC adaptation plan
The Greater London Authority have published the Mayor's climate change adaptation 
strategy for the city. The publication, titled Managing risks and increasing resilience is 
available to download here . 

NI Climate Change Act report
The UK independent Committee on Climate Change (CCC) was asked by the 
Environment Minister to provide advice on whether it is appropriate for Northern 
Ireland to enact its own climate ...

World Energy Outlook 2011
The International Energy Agency have published the 2011 World Energy Outlook. 

New UN food report 
The UN's Food and Agriculture Association has released a report to coincide with the 
UN Climate Change Conference being held in Durban, South Africa, which suggests 
global food production is ...

Rural Network sustainability
The Rural Network for Northern Ireland has launched a new guide to village 
sustainability. Regenerating rural villages and their surrounding areas by improving 
their economic prospects and the quality ...
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WMO Emissions Bulletin 
The amount of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere reached a new high in 2010 since 
pre-industrial time and the rate of increase has accelerated, according to the World 
Meteorological Organization's ...

Peatland management 
A new report has been published by the Environmental Protection Agency in the 
Republic of Ireland, titled Bogland: Sustainable Management of Peatlands in Ireland . 
The core aim of the ...

Benefits of new energy grid 
A report has been published to assess the feasibility of creating an offshore 
interconnected transmission network and subsea electricity grid based on renewable 
energy sources off the coast of western ...

Euro public opinion survey 
The European Commission has published results from a recent Eurobarometer poll on 
climate change. It shows that more than two in three people see climate change as a 
very serious ...

Community Renewable Energy
Comhar SDC has published a policy paper on Community Renewable Energy in 
Ireland. This policy paper explores the status of community renewable energy in 
Ireland, identifies the barriers to developing ...
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Funding opportunities
Latest information on funding opportunities relevant to the environmental sector can be 
found in the new For Information section of the NIEL website.

Recent Consultations 
For members' interest and information NIEL has uploaded all consultation 
documentation to our website. For information on all recent and ongoing consultations 
please click here .

Volunteering 
For information on volunteering of interest to the environmental sector, please visit the 
volunteering section of our website.

Training opportunities
For information on training of interest to the environmental sector, please visit the 
training section of our website.

Job opportunities
For information on jobs of interest to the environmental sector, please visit the jobs 
section of our website.
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Upcoming Events
For information on events of interest to the environmental sector, please visit the 
events section of our website. 

Dates for Diary 
Dates for the Diary (Nov-Dec 11) 13 Dec, 1030 - Executive Committee - NIEL Office

News from ESD Forum (Nov 11)
The Education for Sustainable Development Forum (ESD Forum) is a networking 
organisation that promotes a co-ordinated approach to the delivery of environmental 
education and education for sustainable development in Northern ...

Re:Source Deadline
If you would like us to publicise your news and events, please contact Neil - 
niel@nienvironmentlink.org . The deadline is the 1st of every month.

NIAF website submissions
If you want anything (news, events etc) put on the website do feel free to contact Iona 
for their inclusion on the NIAF website. 










